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States

Gay marriage controversy: Social
Security Administration officials have
begun to reject marriage documents
from New Paltz, N.Y., that were issued
after Feb. 27, when the village’s mayor,
Jason West, started performing wedding
ceremonies for gay couples.

The policy is part of a document called
“Evidence of Identity for an SSN Card,”
which dictates what documents can be used
to obtain a Social Security Card. But the
agency stopped recognizing marriage certif-
icates in New Paltz for that purpose after
the February date. The agency says in the
policy that the legality of the documents is
“unresolved at the state level.”

Eric Rudolph trial: A federal judge has
ruled that investigators properly seized evi-
dence from bombing suspect Eric Rudol-
ph’s trailer and shed in North Carolina, mak-
ing it admissible at trial.

Rudolph’s attorneys had argued that fed-
eral agents improperly seized items such as
books, a sales receipt, $1,600 in cash, two
daggers, bayonets and pistols, which were
not within the scope of the search warrants.

But prosecutors said Rudolph had aban-
doned his property to go into hiding in the

Carolina wilderness after he was
lmked to the 1998 bombing of a Birming-
ham, Ala, abortion clinic that killed an
off-duty police officer and injured a nurse.

Pauline Gore funeral: Former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore remembered his mother at her
funeral Saturday as an inspiring role model
for women who believed education was the
“key to freedom in

“She wanted everyone to personally feel
the from that she

election:

European

for the

Authority presidential election leave the Grand Park Hotel Sunday in the West Bank town of

Ramallah, heading into various Palestinian ci
European Union Election Ohservatmn Mi

. Forty-two long-term observers from the

ion to the West Bank and Gaza have arrived in

Ramallah for the

South Korea’s president that Tokyo would
hold off imposing economic sanctions on
North Korea for now. North Korea said last
week it would treat sanctions as a “declara-
tion of war.”
But Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimu-
ra said Pyongyang wasn’t off the hook yet.
“North Korea needs to recognize that it
doesn’t have much time left,” Machimura
said during a show aired by public
NHK, adding: “As for setting a

had felt in her own life,” Gore said of
Pauline LaFon Gore, who died Wednesday
at the age of 92.

More than 200 people attended the funer-
al at the United Methodist Church in
Carthage, Tenn., a small town about 50
miles east of Nashville where the Gore fami-
Iy owns a farm.

Business

Anti-spamming lawsuit: A federal judge
has awarded an Internet service provider
more than $1 billion in what is believed to
be the largest judgment ever against spam-
mers.

Robert Kramer, whose company provides
e-mail service for about 5,000 subscribers
in eastern Iowa, filed suit against 300 spam-
mers after his inbound mail servers re-
ceived up to 10 million spam e-mails a day
in 2000, according to court documents.

U.S. District Judge Charles R. Wolle filed
default judgments Friday against three of
the defendants under the Federal Racke-
teer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations

ct and the Towa Ongoing Criminal Con-
duct Act.

World

North Korea sanctions: Japan’s foreign
minister warned North Korea on Sunday to
recognize that it is running out of time to
halt its nuclear weapons programs before
Tokyo and its allies decide to impose eco-
nomic sanctions on the isolated communist
state.

At a summit meeting in southern Japan
Friday, Japan’s prime minister promised

specific date as the deadline, we’s re still con-
sidering whether to declare one.”

Palestinian prisoners: Israel on Sunday
approved the release of 170 Palestinian pris-
oners in a goodwill gesture toward Egypt
and the new Palestinian leadership, officials
said, buta Palestlman ofﬁclal dismissed the
Israeli move as “cosmetic.”

News of the prisoner release came hours
after Israel ended a two-day military opera-
tion in the southern Gaza Strip, leaving doz-
ens of Palestinian homes in rubble.

The prisoner release was part of a deal
with Egypt this month that brought home an
Israeli jailed by Cairo on espionage charges.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon called Sun-
day’s decision by a ministerial committee a
“goodwill gesture” and spoke of “deep
friendship” for Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak.

Australia Embassy attack: The Muslim
militants accused of bombing Australia’s
Embassy in Indonesia stopped to pray at a
mosque next to a government ministry mo-
‘ments before they carried out the attack, po-
lice revealed Sunday.

The disclosure came durmg a police re-
construction of the group’s alleged move-
ments ahead of the Sept. 9 blast, which
killed 10 people, one of them apparently a
suicide bomber, and injured more than 100.

It came days after foreign governments
warned that Islamic militants were plan-
ning more attacks on Western targets in In-
donesia, the world’s most populous Muslim
country.

Haiti government standoff: In a move ap-

Authority

election.

plying both force and appeasement, officials
of the beleaguered interim government said
Saturday that they had ended an armed
standoff with soldiers of the disbanded Hai-
tian army by promising them back wages
and jobs in exchange for their weapons.

While more radical elements of the demo-
bilized army remained at large, the govern-
ment of interim Prime Minister Gerard
Latortue and the head of U.N. peacekeeping
forces cast the bloodless settlement of the
latest security crisis as a resolute display of
commitment to disarm any faction menac-
ing public order.

Fighting in Sudan: Sudan’s government
kept up attacks on rebels in Darfur, defying
a deadline set by African Union ‘mediators
for an end to active hostilities, AU officials

said.

AU mediators at peace talks being held in
the Nigerian capital, Abuja, gave Sudan and
rebel delegates a 24-hour ultimatum Friday
to stop fighting by 6 p.m. Saturday or face pos-
sible referral to the U.N. Security Council.

AU spokesman Assane Ba told reporters
government helicopters were attacking the
town of Labado. But Sudan’s government
claimed it was defending against an insur-
gent offensive.

War on terrorism

Gitmo tribunals: Two prisoners with al-
leged ties to the al-Qaida terrorist network
appeared Saturday before a U.S. military re-
view tribunal in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

One detainee, whose age was unknown,
was accused of shooting an Afghan militia-
man and two civilians in 2003, said Navy Lt.
Gary Ross, a spokesman for the Combatant
Status Review Tribunals. Afghan militia-
men captured the detainee a year ago after
a shootout and grenade battle, Ross said.

Regional and factional militias helped the
United States rout the Taliban in late 2001.
The militias are being disarmed under a
U.N.-sponsored peace plan, and the United
States and its allies are training a new Af-
ghan army.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Cold weather perfect for battle anniversary

For Battle of the Bulge re-enactors,
dressing up is their ‘tribute’ to vets

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

BASTOGNE, Belgium — Much
like it did 60 years ago, the weath-
er finally broke Sunday for those
assembled in the Ardennes, allow-
ing events to unfold according to
seript.

It may not have been as cold
and as snowy as it was during the
Battle of the Bulge, but the past
couple of days have had an edge
to them. On Sunday, the final day
for commemorative ceremonies
marking the historic battle, the
skies parted and the sun surfaced
just in time to allow 19 American
re-enactors to parachute over the
grounds of the Mardasson, the vil-
lage’s World War II memorial
park.

“The jump was nice, a little
windy though” said Jan Pa-
tronek, the first man to leap out of
the vintage Dakota aircraft. “It
was colder in the airplane than on
the ground.”

Up until the last hour, the noon-
time jump was touch and go due
to a low blanket of clouds. The
weather in Belgium and Luxem-
bourg over the past few days has
been cold and windy. Coupled
with the snow that fell Friday, con-
ditions in the Ardennes region
are similar to what soldiers and
their allies endured 60 years ago.

“We have to share the plea-
sures,” cracked Stephan Hadjad-
je, a French re-enactor who
watched the parachute jump.

The pleasure has been all Bas-
togne’s.

Thousands of residents turned
out Saturday night for an outdoor
sound and light show, a show that
yanked people back to the tenu-
ous days of the war. Except for
several searchlights scouring the
heavens, all lights downfown
were extinguished to heighten
the effect. Prerecorded sounds of
gunfire and bombs echoed
through the streets. The show
ended with an impressive fire-

works display.

n addition to the parachute
jump, Sunday’s itinerary includ-
ed a church service in Noville and
a ceremony in the hamlets of
Baugnez honoring a group of
American prisoners executed by
their German captors.

U.S. Marine Corps Gen. James
Jones, the Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe, attended the
later event.

The weekend concluded with a
two-hour parade of WWII vintage
vehicles through the city of Bas-
togne.

“Many of us still remember,”
said Hadjadje, one of 24 French-
men, who spent the weekend clad
in period military clothing. Dress-
ing up “is our tribute to the guys
who did it.”

Anniversaries such as this one
always draw hundreds of re-enac-
tors. Usually, they only dress the
part, but Hadjadje and his group
took their passion one cold step
further. Friday night found them
digging foxholes in the Breuchy
woods, southwest of Bastogne. Be-
lieve it or not they stayed put, oc-
casionally going out “on patrol,”
mostly to warm up.

“We didn’t sleep, not at all,”
Hadjadje said.

“It was cold, and it was wet,”
added Anton Holgerson, a French-
man whose father served in the
U.S. Navy during the war. “But it
was also a good experience to see
how they lived.”

A half hour earlier one of to-
day’s sailors spied another group
of re-enactors making their way
toward the Mardasson.

Navy Cmdr. Tim Trampenau
and his young son came to Bas-
togne for the day from Stuttgart,
Germany. Two other dad-son
teams joined them as part of a ca-
sual outing for their local Webe-
los den.

“They have fun with it, which
seems kind of strange to us,”
Trampenau said of the re-enac-
tors. He then smiled: “Why don’t

Above: Re-enactors with U.S.
‘World War Il military vehicles wait
before they parade at the 60th
anniversary of the Battle of the
Bulge in the city center of Bas-
togne, Belgium, on Saturday.
King Albert Il and other dignitar-
ies marked the anniversary by
honoring thousands of American
soldiers who died fighting Nazi
Germany’s desperate bid to stop
the Allied advance.

Right: People look at paratroop-
ers as they jumped out of a
tary aircraft close to the WWII
Mardasson War Memorial monu-
ment on Sunday.

AP photos

they dress up as French or Bel-
gium guys?

Trampenau then answered his
own question, noting that people
the world over like to be associat-
ed with winners. But men and
women who participated in the
war epitomized the term winner
by anyone’s standard.

One of the millions of vets from

94-year-old father, Walter, who
served in the Pacific theater.

“It's been a busy year, three
trips to Europe,” said Patronek,
eluding to earlier commemora-
tions in Normandy, France, and
Holland.

Patronek, a resident of Oklaho-
ma and a member of a WWII air-
borne demonstration team, posed

jump. He was a popular man, and
even more popular once he start-
ed talking to the locals about his
father.

“The respect and gratitude
they show us when we come here
is heart warming,” Patronek said.
“It's probably the greatest re-
ward.”

the war was Patronek’s

for pictures with people after his

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Italian Carabinieri members Antonio Altavilla, left, and Cosimo Visconti,

center, vi

with staff members at the Landstuhl Regional Medical

Center in Germany on Thursday, a little more than a year after the
soldiers were admitted to the hospital with critical injuries.

Carabinieri visit Landstuhl
to thank American doctors

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany — When Italian Cara-
binieri member Antonio Altavilla came to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in November 2003, doctors
had doubts that he would leave alive.

Critically wounded during a suicide bomb attack
in Nasiriyah, Iraq, which killed 17 of his comrades,
Altavilla’s lungs and liver were badly injured, and
he was bleeding internally.

“We thought at least three or four times that he
wasn't going to make it,” said Col. Tyler Putnam,
Chief of General and Specialty Surgery at Landstu-
hl. “Literally for a month it was nip and tuck. [He
had] the highest injury severity score you can
have.”

Likewise, Cosimo Visconti, another Carabinieri in-
jured in the attack, could have spent the rest of his
life in a wheelchair.

But Altavilla and Visconti both walked into Land-
stuhl with smiles on their faces Thursday in what
hospital officials said was the first-ever return visit
by foreign soldiers treated at the American facility.
The two Italians, fully recovered from their injuries,
wanted to personally thank the doctors and “see the
faces of the people who helped him,” Altavilla said
through an interpreter.

The two men walked through several wings of the
hospital, shaking hands with staff members and
meeting people from the intensive care unit, which
treated them when they first arrived.

The visit was a rare opportunity for hospital staff
to see the results of their work, Putnam said, be-
cause Landstuhl often acts as a way station for criti-
cal patients being moved to stateside hospitals.

“It’s incredible,” he said. “It's a great morale
booster.”

E-mail Ben Murray at: murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Bamberg childcare
options running thin

Moves leave day-care program short on workers

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAMBERG, Germany — Bamberg’s
Child Development Center and Family
Child Care Program knows how difficult it
is to find a babysitter.

The center operates with only half of its
20 positions filled, and it will lose nine of its
11 family caregivers when 1st Infantry Di-
vision returns from Iraq and goes on block
leave in February, according to Lily Mar-
key and Elizabeth Marriott.

Markey is the Child and Youth Services
coordinator and Marriott is the acting Fam-
ily Child Care director and trainer for the
279th Base Support Battalion on Warner
Barracks.

“We always have some positions un-
filled, maybe two or three, but S0 percent
is not normal,” Markey said.

She attributes the shortage, in part, to
fallout from the summer permanent
change of station, or PCS, season; the time
of year when many families move to new
assignments to avoid taking their kids out
of school midyear.

Other contributing factors, she said, in-
clude families going to the States while
their soldiers are deployed to Iraq.

“We don’t have a large pool of civilians

to draw from, so we really rely on family
‘members to fill these positions,” she said.

Currently, organizers are planning for
the 1st ID’s return and impact of losmg all
but two of their workers.

“We are looking for subproviders to cover
for when that happens,” Marriott said.

Child and Youth Services in Bamberg
currently has 42 children registered for
day care, and there are nine children on
the waiting list.

If a baby boom hits Bamberg when the
‘more than 1,000 soldiers from Warner Bar-
racks deployed to Iraq reunite with their
families, as it has in other military commu-
nities, there could be many more infants
added to the waiting list, Markey said.

To become a child-care provider in one’s
own home, a person must submit to a back-
ground check. The check looks primarily
for any instances of spousal or child abuse
in an applicant's past. There is a credit
check, but that is not necessarily a decid-
ing factor in an applicant’s hire.

“I think we only have one or two deroga-
tory background checks a year,” Marriott
said.

In that instance, a quality review board
comprised of representatives from the
Judge Advocate General’s Office, Provost
Marshal Office, Social Work Services and

RICK EMERT/Stars and Stripes

Wilmarie Ortiz, 16 months, helps Allison Tucker unload the dishwasher Friday at Tucker’s
home in Bamberg, Germany. Tucker is a family child-care provider on Warner Barracks,

and cares for seven children in her home.

Child and Youth Services convene to deter-
mine whether the results warrant refusing
employment, Markey said.

“Most of the time, it was just a dumb kid
thing that someone did years ago, and it
won’t stop them from being hired,” Marri-
ott said.

At home, child-care providers can care
for up to six children with no more than
two infants and no more than three chil-
dren under age 3, Marriott said.

All family members in the home over
age 12 have to go through a background
check as well, Marriott said.

Allison Tucker has been a child-care pro-

vider since 2002, but took a one-year break
while her husband was deployed.

“It’s something you have to discuss with
the family first, because there are things
you are required to have in the home,”
Tucker said.

Her living room is sectioned off to accom-
modate children, and all guests who visit
while she has children over have to sign a
log sheet.

“I love my job; it's wonderful,” she said,
while playing with 16-month-old Wilmarie
Ortiz, one of her charges. “I get paid to do
this.”

E-mail Rick Emert at: emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Intel analyst gives wounded troops a chance to forget their troubles

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

William Black has been there be-
fore himself: Hot lands where the
desert sands seep from dun to red
with blood spilled in war.

For the retired Marine infantry

Stripes

Spot |ght. 0/

William
Black

30-euro meal and his wife will cut
an injured Marine’s steak like a
mother would for her child. A vint-
ner gives them samples of local
wine.

Troops leave the hospital fraz-
zled and jumpy. On the bus to the
river, the tmops are still alert for

and tactical intelligence man,
those lands were the Persian Gulf
and Lebanon. Luckily timed leave
saved him from the Beirut embas-
sy bombing in 1983 that killed 63
people. A car chase with Lebanese
intelligence officers saw his dam-
aged armored car squealing
around corners at 90 miles per
hour. He’s heard the whoosh of a
rocket-propelled grenade over his
head.

“I've been in a bunch of shoot-
ing matches,” Black said, quickly
adding that he implies no bravado.
“I'm no hero, and I know what
fear is. I know what being in fear
for an extended time can do to

u.”

That’s why Black, now a civilian
analyst with the Arm 's 66th Mili-
tary Intelligence Group, decided
to start sending troops down the
river — the Rhine River, that is.
Black took Bob Hope’s strategy
and began showing injured troops
a good time to speed their recov-

ery. During the past year he’s
taken about 150 troops out of Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center
and onto Rhine cruises. The
troops dine, sip wine and see
sights.

“I can’t lead Marines in combat
anymore. That's over for me,”
Black said. “But I'll be damned if T
can't help pick up the pieces.”

He calls the program Wounded
Warrior. And though Black down-

-
Courtesy of William Black

Participants of the Wounded Warrior program offer a toast to the
camera during their tour of the Rhine River valley. Retired Marine

William Black, bottom left
Intelligence Group in Grei

aci

plays any dents in his wallet, col-
leagues say he initially paid for
much of this himself. It costs
about $1,000 to organize each tour
group, which typically includes
about a dozen injured.

“It's a great program, and being
a former Marine, he’s got a big
heart,” said Warrant Officer 2
Alan Morano, the 66th’s countert-
errorism chief. “He’s really been
the driving force behind this ... it
helps soldiers tremendously. Thev
open up. They laugh. They break
down. They cry. They run the
whole spectrum.”

Some troops have lost limbs or
suffered severe facial burns or
lost vision. Others endure conven-
tional woes, everything from kid-

ian analyst for the 66th Military
, Germany.

ney stones to heart murmurs. One
woman was recovering from a
compacted spine after months of
wearing battle rattle. One injured
Marine who recently took the
cruise had refused to leave Iraq
until Fallujah fell.

Landstuhl spokeswoman Marie
Shaw said the cruise patients are
all well enough to go on a day trip,
but not far along enough to go
home or return to the front.

“Those people don't have to
have constant medical supervi-
sion,” Shaw said.

Black chose the Rhine as thera-
py because he grew up in Germa-
ny and now lives in the hamlet of
Kiedrich along its banks. He said
he has long loved that valley.

Black
created the
Wounded
Warrior
program,
which takes
recovering
troops out
of their beds at Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center and
gives them a tour along the
Rhine River.

Age: 50

Job: Analyst, 66th Military
Intelligence Group, Griesheim,
Germany

Hometown: The son of Air
Force employees, he grew up in
Wiesbaden, Germany.

Stars and Stripes

“It’s the quiet, the opportunity
for them to reflect a little bit on
something other than being sick, a
war, and them being away from
their families,” Black said.

He and his wounded warriors
start out at Sankt Goar and spend
the day ogling Cinderella castles,
vines and gables, and half-tim-
bered houses that look as if they're
made from gingerbread. They
stop at Black’s favorite restaurant
in Kiedrich, where the owner
charges them 10 euro a plate for a

insurgent

“They re looking for people on
bridges,” Black said. They're
watching for car bombs.

As the day unfolds the troops
relax and begin to remember what
it’s like to feel normal in a normal
place.

“They’re much more positive,
more carefree,” said 1st Lt. Jacob
MacGregor, the officer in charge
of Landstuhl’s medical transition
detachment. “They kind of realize
there’s more to life than what
they’ve been through.”

The 66th now hosts weekly fund-
raisers to pay for the cruises so
Black doesn't have to. And they’re
successful. A hot dog sale made
$900. Privates were donating as
much as $50. Black has found that
he gets something besides satisfac-
tion out of the trips, too: The
troops tell him what it's really like
on the ground, which aids him in
his intel job.

Black’s baby of an idea has
grown up. Lt Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez, former commander of co-
alition forces in Iraq, even went
along once.

But the true measure of Wound-
ed Warrior comes from the quiet
remarks of troops suddenly forget-
ful of bleak landscapes of blood
and sand.

“Omigod,”  Black  recalled
troops saying, blinking in disbelief
at the shore. “Look at the trees.”
E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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At least 60 killed in suicide car bombings

Blasts hit Najaf, Karbala an hour apart; in Baghdad, 3 election workers executed in street

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
AL-OBEIDI

The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Car bombs ex-
ploded Sunday at a Najaf funeral
procession and Karbala’s main
bus station, killing at least 60 peo-
ple and wounding more than 120
in apparently coordinated attacks
in Iraq’s holiest Shiite cities. Doz-
ens of gunmen roamed a main
street in downtown Baghdad, kill-
ing three Iraqi election workers
in a vicious attack designed to dis-
rupt next month’s parliamentary
ballot.

The deadly strikes highlighted
the apparent ability of the insur-
gents to launch attacks almost at
will, striking in the heart of Bagh-
dad and in numerous other cities
despite confident assessments by
U.S. military commanders that
they had regained the initiative
after last month’s campaign
against militants in Fallujah.

The bombings in Najaf and Kar-
bala, predominantly Shiite cities
45 miles from each other south of
Baghdad, came just over an hour
apart. The first was a suicide
blast that ripped through minibus-
es at the entrance of to Karbala’s
main bus station, followed by a
car bomb in a central Najaf
square crowded with people
watching a funeral procession at-
tended by the city police chief
and provincial governor.

“There’s no doubt that there’s a
strong link between these two in-
cidents,” said Jalal Eddin
al-Sagheer, an official with the
leading Shiite political party, the
Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution.

“These operations aim at driv-
ing the Shiites away from the po-
litical process and toward acts of
revenge to undermine the nation-
al unity,” he added. “The whole
issue has to do with elections.”

Hospital officials said 47 peo-
ple were killed and at least 90 oth-
ers wounded in the blast, which
went off about 400 yards from the
Imam Ali Shrine, the holiest Shi-
ite site in Iraq

The car bomb detonated in Na-

An image of the aftermath following a suicide car bomber detonated his vehicle outside Karbala's main bus
station on Sunday. The blast killed at least 13 people, according to hospital officials. An hour later, a car

bomb shattered a central square in Najaf, crowded with residents watching a funeral procession,

least 47 people. More than 120 others were wounded in both attacks.

jafs central Maidan Square
where a large crowd of people
had gathered for the funeral pro-
cession of a tribal sheik — about
100 yards from where Gov.
Adnan al-Zurufi and police chief
Ghalib al-Jazaari were standing.

Al-Jazaari believed he and
al-Zurufi were the targets of the
attack, in which he said three
blasts were heard at about 2:45
p.m. Both men were unhurt.

It was not immediately clear
what the other explosions were

rom.

Residents were pulling bodies
of the dead from damaged shops
at the square, which is about 400
yards from the Imam Ali Shrine,
the holiest Shiite site in Iraq.

The Karbala blast destroyed
about 10 passenger minibuses
and set ablaze five cars outside
the crowded Bab Baghdad bus
station.

Firefighters tried to put out the
s as ambulances ferried

burned and bleeding casualties to

the nearby al-Hussein hospital.

Hospital official Ali al-Ardawi
said 13 people were killed and 33
injured.

It was Karbala’s second bomb-
ing in a week. On Wednesday, a
bomb exploded at the city’s
gold-domed Imam  Hussein
Shrine, klllmg eight people and
wounding 40 in an apparent at-
tempt to kill a top aide to Irag’s
most powerful Shiite cleric,
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

The shrine, located near the
bus station, was hit on March 2 by
suicide bombing that killed 85
people and wounded 100. The
holy sites in Najaf and Karbala,
south of Baghdad, house the
tombs of Shia Islam’s most re-
vered saints.

ng at

The violence was the latest in
an insurgent campaign to disrupt
the crucial elections, the first na-
tional polls since Saddam Hus-
sein’s fall — and the latest to ta
get Shiite Muslims, Iraq’s majori-
ty community that will most like-
ly to dominate the vote.

In Baghdad, about 30 armed in-
surgents, hurling hand grenades
and firing guns, ambushed a car
carrying five election officials —
executing three — during the
morning rush-hour on central
Haifa Street, the scene of repeat-
ed clashes between U.S. forces
and insurgents.

Three officials of the nongov-
ernmental Independent Electoral
Commission of Iraq were
dragged from their car, which
was later set alight. Two escaped
unharmed.

Pistol-wielding gunmen —

their faces uncovered — forced
the officials to kneel in the middle
of Haifa Street, while the traffic
behind them on the thoroughfare
braked to a halt and panicked
drivers tried to reverse away
from the ambush site. One of the
officials was punched by the gun-
men as he lay on the ground, be-
fore the militants shot all three at
point-blank range.

The commission condemned
the attack as a “terrorist am-

h.”

“The IECI urges the Iraqi peo-
ple and all its political, religious,
religious and social leaders, and
the authorities to condemn this in-
humane crime, which has
brought shame on our people and
country,” the commission said.

A police official said the feroci-
ty of the clashes prevented police
from nearing the area. The attack-
ers, most of whom were seen bra-
zenly roaming Haifa Street with-
out anything covering their faces,
later set fire to at least one other
vehicle before melting away as
U.S. and Iraqi National Guard
forces cordoned off the area.

Sunni elder statesman Adnan
Pachachi, who heads a field of 70
candidates into the Jan. 30 elec-
tions, said the Haifa Street vio-
lence proved there should be a
“short postponement” of the na-
tional polls to address the con-
cerns of senior Sunni clerics de-
manding a boycott.

Among the militants fanning
the insurgency are many Islamic
extremists, believed to be mainly
Sunnis, who have lost prestige
and privilege since their former
sponsor, fellow Sunni Saddam
Hussein, was toppled.

Interim Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi, a pro-American sec-
ular Shiite, said an increase in at-
tacks ahead of the elections had
been anticipated.

“For sure we expect strikes
and we hope the eyes of our peo-
ple will be open to inform authori-
ties and help them in doing their
job,” told al-Iragiya TV.

Associated Press Writers Mariam Fam
and sameer N. Yacoub in Baghdad and
Gassid Jabbar in Karbala contributed to
this report.

Kidnapping claim

BAGHDAD — Insurgents
claiming to represent three Iraqi
militant groups released a video-
tape Saturday saying they had
captured 10 Iragis working for an
American security and recon-
struction company and would kill
them if their firm did not leave

this turbulent country.

The groups, claiming to be the
Mujahedeen Army, The Black
Banner Brigade and the Mu-
tassim Bellah Brigade, also threat-
ened more attacks on Iraqi opera-
tions of the company, Washing-
ton, D.C.-headquartered Sandi
Group, and anyone who cooperat-
ed with it.

Cleveland Institute of Electronics offers
nationall accredited distance learning
programs in electronics and computer
technology! VA & DANTES eligible.
Partial list programs offered:
+ Associate Degrees in Electronics

& Computer Technology

i Earn Your Degree at Home'
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www.cie-we.edu V

|
I
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Mutassim Bellah was an an-
cient Iragi military commander.

“We warn the director of
(Sandi Group) ... to close the com-
pany completely and all its
branches and to leave Iraq, other-
wise those (hostages) who are in
our grasp will be killed,” a
masked militant wearing a tradi-
tional black Arab robe said in
comments recorded on the tape
obtained by the AP.

The tape, which could not be
immediately verified, showed at
least four insurgents with their
faces covered by traditional Arab
head scarves and posing with ma-
chine guns.

Chad Knauss, an American and
deputy chief operations officer of
Sandi Group in Iraq, declined to
comment on claims that his com-
pany’s employees had been kid-
napped.

From The Associated Press

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,304
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,021 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said.

'he figures include three mili-
lary civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 11:30 a.m.
EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukrame,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,166 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 912 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
‘military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Franklin
A. Sweger, 24, San Antonio;
killed Thursday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, ITI Marine Ex-
peditionary  Force, Marine
Corps Base, Hawaii.
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Iraqis

the
gate

A member of
the Iraqi
National
Guard

Iragis work
on the base.
The job of
checking
them falls to
the 181st
Support
Battalion
and mem-
bers of the
Iraqi Nation-
al Guard.
PHOTOS BY
RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

&k I we have any question about an Iraqi person, we send them home.
We don’t take any chances.¥¥

Sgt. Douglas Peterson

Soldiers keep wary eye on workers passing through Anaconda’s checkpoint

BY RON JENSEN
Stars & Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — Every day
hundreds of Iragis flow through
the gates at Logistics Support
Area Anaconda.

They are either people with
jobs on base or people who want
work, if even for a few hours.
Still more come with big trucks
to deliver goods to America’s
largest supply hub in Iraq.

No matter how familiar the
faces or how harmless they may
look, soldiers of the 181st Sup-
port Battalion, part of the 81st
Brigade Combat Team, consider
each a possible threat.

“If we have any question
about an Iragi person, we send
them home,” said Sgt. Douglas
Peterson. “We don’t take any
chances.”

Each day, usually between 8
and 10 am., about 1,000 Iraqis
walk through the base’s north
gate. They are searched and
their identification scrutinized
numerous times.

Peterson, a carpenter back in
Washington state, watches every
day as people file past him to be
searched by Iragi National
Guard soldiers. His eyes peeled
for bulky coats that might hide
explosives, he said, or a person
who wants to be searched only
by a particular individual.

Iragis often carry guns, he
said, and sometimes one will for-
get to leave it at the check-in
point for weapons.

“We don’t take that lightly
here,” he said. “We lock and
load.”

Alcohol, electronic gear and
knives are a few of the contra-
band not allowed on the base.
The Iraqi soldiers pat down
their countrymen from head to
toe, checking their coat pockets

Sgt. Justin Jones of Company D, 181st Support Battalion, 81st Brigade Combat Team checks an Iraqi worker.

and even looking inside packs of
cigarettes.

“Everyone’s checked,” said
1st Lt. Annmarie Stormo, so it

m'ﬂm.mmmm

PROHIBITED ITens T

il

may take around 45 minutes for WUST BE TURNED 1 AT cop¢ Ve gy D
an Iragi to maneuver through Prpastemomal
the maze of checkpoints and ) L L
holding areas. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NoOT : ;
At the end ofd the day, thelpm— ALLOWED ONOFF POST WiTHouT . ™ U410 Wa bt el
cess is repeated. Everyone leav- il
ing the base is searched. * MEMORANDUM BY AN 0501V oy
et ook o sompters. dosd- EQUNMENTORMGIER | gl Jud ¥ite
ments and even soldiers’ mail. ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE, D) S (Digl
After the morning’s initial ovDice mils.wnuﬁmn-lllt % 3 M
check, the base visitors are seg- CO's, DVD's, CASSETTE TAPES, i T U #
regated. The p work-

ers with red badges go to one
line where they are checked
again before entering.

Those hoping for work are put
in an area where they wait for a
job that may or may not appear.

A ssign at the north gate of Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq, tells
anyone entering which items they can't bring onto the base.

If units on base need a building  waiting crowd.

painted or a fence repaired, they
can come and choose from the

“Every day I come here, but

no work,” one man in the hold-

ing area said in English. “My fa-
ther, sick.”

Staff Sgt. Larry Larson, who is
a health technician for the mili-
tary in Spokane, Wash., said he
feels sorry for the Iraqis who
come looking for work. Some, he
said, have worked for units that
have left Iraq, so he’s tried to
hook them up with the replace-
ment.

“I feel for them,” he said. “I
wish there was more I could for
them.”

The individuals have not
caused many problems for the
soldiers of the 81st BCT, which
is a National Guard unit from
Washington state.

Vehicle traffic, on the other
hand, has sometimes stiffened
the soldiers’ backs when a bomb
is found on a truck.

“We've had quite a few,
enough to keep everyone on
their toes,” said Seo.

Stormo said bombs are usual-
ly placed on the trucks without
the driver’s knowledge. Recent-
ly, a truck rolled toward the gate
with a bomb on its gas tank, but
it was discovered before it got
close.

“I call it probing,” said Stormo.
“They’re trying to see how far
they can get before we detect it.”

Truckers sometimes find the
bombs and tell the soldiers.
Bomb-sniffing dogs are also used
to check vehicle traffic.

Bombs aren’t the only thing on
the checklist. Sgt. David Medzyk
said he is looking for anything on
the contraband list, which he
finds “pretty often.”

At the gates, the soldiers know
there is never a time they can let
their guard down.

“We're the last check. If we
miss it, i’'s on the post some-
where,” Medzyk said. “And we
haven’t missed yet.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estri

.osd.mil
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Above: “Ice Man” was
taken in April 2003
outside of Kut, in south-

store after the invasion
began. Right: “Gathered
In Holy Cloth” was taken
in May 2003 near
Badrah, 75 miles east of
Baghdad. The bones
were exhumed from a

PrioTos couRTESY oF
IN B. BUSCH
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Marine’s war photos go
on display at Md. school

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Even though thou-
sands of pictures have been taken during
the U.S. occupation in Iraq, Maj. Benjamin
Busch doesn’t think many Americans have
really seen the country.

'he Marine took hundreds of photos of
his own during his 13-month tour following
the invasion of Iraq, and will be displaying
100 of them at University of Maryland Uni-
versity College in College Park, Md., next

thority for a large piece of territory ... T
could not allow myself or my Marines tobe
considered vulnerable tourists.

“There are thousands of images that I
had to walk or drive past simply because
the moment had not been appropriate to
pause.”

What he did record is a series of faces
and emotions of Iraq) citizens watching

0 dramatic changes
number of his pholos ‘were put on dlsplay at
Vassar College in New York earlier this
year, hand Busch was lmpressed with how
well

month. He thinks they show an
look at everyday Iragis, and their reaction
o

“This exhlblt does not insist that the war
was a mistake or that it was necessary;
those positions have lost their relevance,”
he said. “It simply states that it is a war and
that we have a duty to understand our situa-
tion now that that distant country is a part
of our lives.”

Busch, 36, an actor who has performed in
a number of television shows including
“The West Wing” and “The Wire,” has
been an amateur photographer since gradu-
ating from college. He also served as the
commanding officer of Delta Company, 4th
Light Armored Reconnaissance Ba
which arrived in eastern Iraq in April 2003,

The pictures in the exhibit were all taken
in the following six months, as his unit
moved along the Iranian border.

“It was very difficult to take this series of
photographs during my first

sy surrounding the war fmm the pictures
themselves.

“Intelligent viewers appreciated the mes-
sages in the exhibit for what they were,” he
said. “[The photos] were taken by a Marine
with an unlikely combination of both a mili-
tary and an artistic perspective in a combat
zone.”

Busch is scheduled to return to Iraq next
month, shortly after his exhibit, “The Art of
War,” opens. He said he isn’t sure what to
expect on the return trip.

“When I took most of the photographs in
this show, I was able to make and, to a cer-
tain extent, control the first impression that
the Iragi people had of American occupa-
tion,” he said. “This time I will be operating
in an area corrupted by our armed re-
sponse to an increasingly popular insurgen-

<.

“But I will bring my camera. I don’t go
there to tak pictures, I take pictures be-
cause I am

he said. “I was the provisional military au-

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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'; News from the North Pole
SANTA ICATES THAT THE FOLLOWING BOYS AND
_/

GIRLS HAVE BEEN VERY GOOD THIS YEAR AND WILL SOON
BE RECEIVING A PERSONALIZED NOTE FROM SANTA!
elming response, tripes to print add
list the names of all the children who wrote to me this year. Please check “News from the
North Pole” in your Stars and Stripes on 20, 21, and 22 Decermber. I'l see you very $00n!
~Santa

Cody Allen Isabella Duncan Pat Jr Lamb Tyla Simcox Mrs Thompson's 1st Erin Rogers
Andres Almanza Tayler Duran Noah Lamb Hannah Simmons grade Hohenfels
lan Almanza Josee Dussault Adrianna Lamb Branden Simmons Cody Elementary School
Dalvin Andersen Sara Dygert Kaitlyn Leckliter Joshua Simmons Connar Kindergarten class
Jackson Anton Catrina Dygert Rusty Leckliter Tyler Simmons il Emily Ad
Qlivia Anton Rachel Ellison Noah Leckliter Connor Simpson Emmanuel -
Isabella Arguelio Chelsey Emery Brandon Lock Joseph Simpson Ficna Aqam
Eddie Bailey Christopher Joshua Long Miranda Smith ki lise: Aidan
Lyn Barber Erickson Lora Lorentsen Da'Von Sclomon Jaisha Alexis
Ben Barber Kristin Erickson Parker Ludwick Dylan Sopko Jonathan Alyssia
Tim Barber Riley Erickson Mackenzie Ludwick Cheri Spencer i Justin Anthony
Larry Bariouatro  Jared Esmond Joshua Lukins  Dylan Stephens Kyie Chiistinm
Sonja Baricuatro Allison Farrar Sarah Lukins Hannah Stephens I Luis Courtne:
Jessica Barker Kaitlyn Farrar Rebekah Lukins Lucinda Steven Judy Margaret 4
Olen Bass Minnie Fawcett Justin Magram Emilia Steven Nathan Darwin
Scarlet Bass Kiera Fields Ambar Malave Virginia Stoll Richard EmmacC,
Michael Battle Kirsten Flanigan Miguel Maldonado Matthew Stone Shelten Emma G
Shauna Beecroft Kandac Fordham Emily Manzo Ashley Stone Aukamm Jake
Emily Beeoroft Evie Forster Kinsey Martin Kaitlin Stone Elemantary School Joremy
Lucas Bell Harry Forster Kailey Ma Jake Tatum IMrs. Hovanic's Jessica
Sydney Bell Ashlee Fowler Makenna Martin Maria Taylor Kindergarten Just
Abby Bennett Seth Fowler Gabriel Mastran Chrystena Thomas Anastasia y ‘,”
Drew Bennett Cori Fulford Alex Mobryar Xavier Thomas i Ashley Kaitlin
Lindsey Berry Sina Fuxius Teighler McCall Daniel Tolarchyk i Azaviar Kayla
Elaina Blum Ajzalyn Garcia Amber McCroskey Eric Toy 1y Brian Kelsay
Damon Blum Dayshaunarae Gass  \Wyatt McDonald Lucas Tucker Alconbury Dan Madison
Xavier Bonney Colleen Gawkins Alex McFarlane James Tyler Elementary School Ema Marie
William Bradley Jacob Gomez Erin McGuire Liz Vasquez Ms. Emery and Ms, Franklin Noah
Evie Bradley Christopher Gomez  Kelsey McMahan Ally Walker Cyndy's Gaby Patrick
Lara Bradley Sierra Gooch Kassey McMahan Shane Wallace Sure Start Class Gavin atricH
Amanda Goodman Eric Merritt Eve Walter Quintan Bonner Isaiah Butzbach
Patrick Gough Antonio Metoyer Anna Walter Ira Bornstein Elementary
Logan Grimas Dwayne Matoyer Catrina Wardman Tytianna Cutchin Deanthony Baker
Megan Brophy Ryan Grissett Caroline Miller Joshua Weaver Jessica DelLoza Savion Brown
Travaris Brown Reed Gustafson Meghan Murphy Shelbi Weinar Jaide Draper Achley Castellanoz
Trisha Brown Jared Habel Connor Murphy Clara Werner Conley Gentry Angsla Castillo
Manuel Brown Ashley Hallmark Sayrend Musgrove Seth Werner Blake George h Abgl’f i Dol
Christian Brown Daniel Harker Morgan Neal-Zeller Cassie \Werner Kaeli Goodwin 192l Y
Carson Brown Chloe Harris Hayley Nerf lan White Omari Green Courtney Franz
Alex Bub Aubrey Harris Christina M James Wicks Ajsya Hughes CCo 1683 AR Jacob Garcia
Zech Burgess Nicholas Hal Newman Michael Wicks, Jr. Ethan Journey children Kate Graham
Connor Burton Lukas Heath Daniela N. Newman Quincy Wiggs Claire May Vilseck, Germany Henri Harilal
Antonia Caffray Amelia Heath Patrick J. Newman il Kelsey Willis Nathan Moore Delize-Danielle Faith LeeRivears
Jordan Carter Whit Helton Caleb Nomar Eric Wills Daniel Price Byers Samartha Lujan
Ashlee Castillo Erycyn Helien Brian Nunez Miya Winston Claudine Vasquez Breanna Byers Kaitie M itz
Luis Castillo Taylor Hendricks Heidi O'Dell Auturnn Wood Kinley Wells Angel-Rose Byers artie Majorwil
Angeles Castillo Primavera Jamal Orange Josh Woods Ms. Mugller's ESL Melissa Camara Edgar Roman
Victoria Cavagna Hernandez Wynnona Ornelas Robert Wyrick class Antonia Camara ~ Kassidy Sherlock-
Austin Clough Brandon Hicks Brenden Ornelas Brittany Yost Tatiana Morales Jeanneatta Cortez IMajorwitz
Alexander Combs Rocio Hidago Joey Ornelas, Jr. Mckenzie Zangl Shaila Ashley Cortez Aleyna Talley
Penelope Combs Julian Hill Alexandra Oxendine  Michael Zangl Alba Jesse Cortez Sarah Theurer
Haley Cook Chrysten Hill Tori Paradee Paul Zielinski Ali Mackenzie Graham
Winsome Cooke Zaria Holland Cassey Parades Marina Zielinski Spangdahlem Christion Jenkins 1
Romero Coote Dominique Holland  Ashleigh Patridge Anna Zielinski Elementary Yasrin Jenkins -
Darby Copeland Kassidy Holland Fischer Peltz Brian Zipplies Ms Pittmann's 1st  Ta'Tayana Granam  Mrs Howellsclass
Aiden Covarrubias Tyler Jacobi Jasmine Pettiway Brandon grade Jarmmie Graham Jalen Reid
Andrea Covarrubias Mike Jacobs Sean Proctor Kaylynn Aaron Jazzmin Graham Isabella Carter
Adrian Crabtree Jami Jewett Nia Ramirez Isabella Allyson Kariem Johnson Chris Collins
Matthew Cross William Jewett Chance Ratliff Bryce Andrew Alexus Johnson Katie Eastman
Cameryn Dalton Ann Johnson Alexander Reedy D'Andre Brogan Pria Johnson Daniel Walters
Jael Dalton Adan Johnson Ashley Reedy Vanessa Elijah Amari Johnson Avan Busttner
Joseph Dalton, Jr. Tristan Johnson Kelsey Reedy Semaj Eric Amara Jump Ve
Will Dane Kayla Johnwick Madison Remillard Isaac Ethan Devin Jump Emmanul Daigle

Skylar Davidson Zachary Johnwick  Morgan Remillard Denise Janina Cassi LaVelle Tyler Belcher
Jeremy Diamond Morgan Jones Drake Richardson Atlanta Jared Drew Lavelle Janette Jackson
Shanea Dietel Spencer Jones Angela Richardson Alicia Jenna Aryal LaVelle Jenna Haddix
Ethan Dillon Finnian Keough Helen Roach Katelynn «Justin Kray Lewis Bence Mucsi

4

Drew Dillon Kyle Kissling Darren Robinson Kayla Lakeysha Lewis Nidar Smith
Armando Madeline Knoche Craig Rebinson Wanessa Meagan Victoria Lujan Caitlin B:
Dominguez Madeline Koning Ashley Reot Camoran Michael Gavin Lujan aitlin Barry
Sarah Dominguez Kiersten Koning Mykala Rowley Kristina Nathanie! Eric Merritt Shayla Holland
Sarah Duncan Lena Korz Adrian Sarmiento Brendan Sierra Aaron Merritt
Lily Duncan John Lally Channing Shepherd Denise Tayler Ethan Oakes
Katie Duncan Michael Lally Desire Shradnick Ron Rota, Spain Corteir Rogers
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Records: Guardsman killed Iraqi after sex

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — A National
Guardsman who pleaded guilty to
Killing a 17-year-old Iraqi soldier
said he shot the young man after
they had consensual sex in a
guard tower, a newspaper report-
ed Saturday, citing court-martial
records.

Pvt. Federico Daniel Merida,

Fla. father
apologizes
for torching
van in grief

The Associated Press

HIALEAH, Fla. — A man has
apologized for setting fire to the
van driven by a team of Marines
who had come to his house to tell
him his son was killed in Iraq.

“Thank God they opened their
hearts to see me,” Carlos Arredon-
do said after a private meeting
with the Marines on Saturday at a
Marine base in Hialeah, a Miami
suburb.

Arredondo was celebrating his
44th birthday at his home in Hol-
Iywood on Aug. 25 and had his
phone in his pocket, expecting a
call from his son, Marine Lance
Cpl. Alexander Arredondo.

But then three Marines, mem-
bers of a military Casualty Ass
tance Calls team, arrived and told
him his 20-year-old son had been
killed in combat in Najaf, Iraq,
during his second tour of duty in

rag.

“I got very upset. I felt like it
was a bad joke or bad dream,”
rendondo said. “I was crying. ...
was calling for Alex.”

Arredondo grabbed a propane
torch and a gasoline can from his
garage, yelled at the Marines to
leave, smashed a window of their
van with a hammer, poured gaso-
line in the vehicle and climbed in-

side.

As his mother tried to pull him
out, he said, he accidentally
turned on the torch.

The Marines put out the flames
on his body. Jackson Memorial
Hospital has given him an extend-
ed payment plan to pay his
$43,000 bill for burns that cov-
ered 26 percent of his body.

On Saturday, Arredondo and
his wife, Melida, met with Marine
Maj. Scott Mack and the three Ma-
rines who went to his house. They
discussed two scholarships in his
son’s name — one created by the
Marines and the other by Blue
Hills Regional Technical School
in Canton, Mass, where the
younger Arredondo graduated.

‘After the hourlong meeting, ev-
eryone stepped outside, and
Arredondo saluted and embraced
the Marines.

“Whatever happened out there
wasn’t about them,” he said after-
ward. “I wanted them to under-
stand T am very, very sorry.

After the fire, Mack had said
the Marines would not press
charges “out of compassion and
sensitivity” to Arredondo.

21, pleaded guilty to murder with-
out premeditation and other
charges during a court-martial in
Iraq in September.

Merida was sentenced Sept. 25
10 25 years in prison and reduced
in rank and will be dishonorably
discharged. He is being held at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., a Leav-
enworth spokeswoman said.

Merida, who was born in Ver-

acruz, Mexico, has a wife and tod-
dler son.

Army officials at Forward Oper-
ating Base Danger, where the
court-martial was held in Iraq,
had previously withheld details of
the case.

However, The News & Observ-
er of Raleigh reported Saturday
that records show Merida and the
Iraqi were on guard duty May 11

in a tower on the perimeter of an
Army camp near Tikrit in north-
ern Iraq. At about 10:30 p.m., Mer-
ida shot the teen 11 times with his
carbine.

Merida first told investigators
the teen demanded money at gun-
point. Later, he said he killed the
boy because he forced him to
have sex. In a third interview,
Merida said he got angry after the
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two had consensual sex.
Merida also pleaded guilty to
two counts of giving false state-

ents.

Merida apologized to the vic-
tim’s family during the court-mar-
tial, records show. “He was a son,
a brother, someone very impor-
tant to them,” he said. “T took
someone they loved and cared
for.”

GIVING
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IN THE WORLD

EU talks have significant meaning for Turkey

Cyprus issue could
block membership

BY JAMES C. HELICKE
The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — The Eu-
ropean Union's decision to ex-
tend membership talks with Tur-
key contributes to the Muslim
country’s stability and gives it a
new position in Europe and the Is-
lamic world, Foreign Minster Ab-
dullah Gul said Sunday.

The bloc on Friday agreed to
start the membership talks with
Turkey in October, but imposed
tough conditions on Turkish mem-
bership, such as taking steps to-
ward recognizing Cyprus before
the talks open in October.

“Turkey is a very different
country than two days ago,” Gul
said in Ankara. “We sense this in-
side Turkey. You see this when
we're together with all our neigh-
bors. You see this in Europe. In
all the Muslim countries, in Arab
countries, in the Caucasus, Tur-
key’s position has changed.”

The EU made its decision de-
spite widespread public misgiv-
ings in Europe about welcoming
a poor and crowded Muslim na-
tion into the bloc.

“The impnmmt issue is that
Turkey’s direction has become
definite. Turkey has entered a pe-
riod of permanent stability,” Gul
said.

Turkey still faces a number of
challenges before it can become a
full EU member, which EU offi-

cials say isn’t guaranteed and is
unlikely for at least a decade. Tur-
key must, for example, broaden
rights for ethnic and religious mi-
norities and limit the military’s in-
fluence in politics.

Before it can start the talks,
Turkey also has to expand its cus-
toms union with the EU to in-
clude Cyprus, a move that EU offi-
cials say amounts to de facto rec-
ognition of its government.

Turkey has occupied the north-
ern part of the divided island
since 1974 and refuses to recog-
nize the internationally recog-
nized government in the south.

On Sunday, Cypriot President
Tassos Papadopoulos indicated
that Cyprus could still block Tur-
key’s EU path if Turkey refuses
to sign the customs union agree-
ment by October.

ish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, and Foreign
ter Abdullah Gul greet supporters Saturday in Ankara, Turkey.
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Yukos’ core unit sold to
unknown Russian firm

BY ALEX NICHOLSON
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — A previously un-
known Russian company called
BaikalFinansGroup bought the
core production unit of oil giant
Yukos at auction for $9.3 billion
on Sunday, gaining control of one
of Russia’s most prized oil assets
for a fraction of what Yukos exec-
utives say it is worth.

The sale of the Yugansknefte-
gaz unit reduces Yukos to a shad-
ow of its former self, one of the
heaviest blows to a company
which has been the target of a
longtime government campaign.
The government says it's trying
to collect $28 billion in back taxes
— while Yukos officials say the
Kremlin is punishing it for the
politics of its now-jailed founder.

ukos currently pumps nearly
one-fifth of all of Russia’s oil and
supplies two percent of the
world’s consumption. The auc-
tioned unit produced 60 percent
of Yukos’ output.

Foreign auditors have said the
West Siberian unit was worth
about $18 billion, or nearly twice
the $9.3 billion it sold for.

Yukos executives said the unit
was worth up to $30 billion.

Virtually nothing is known
about the winner, BaikalFinans-
Group, which emerged as a bid-
der at the last minute — after a
U.S. court issued an injuction
against the auction, disrupting
plans for a bid from the company
that had been seen as the Krem-
lin’s favorite to snap up the unit:
the state-controlled natural gas
behemoth, Gazprom.

Observers, however, believe
BaikalFinansGroup could be just
an alternative vehicle for Gaz-
prom, with sources of funding
that are different from those ini-
tially prepared.

Stephen Dashevsky, a leading
analyst for Russia’s Aton broker-
age, said the winner was likely af-
filiated to Gazprom.

ITAR-Tass news agency
claimed that BaikalFinans-
Group’s registration address — in
the central city of Tver — corre-
sponded to that of one of Gaz-
prom’s structures.

Gazprom said Sunday that nei-
ther it nor Gazpromneft — its oil
component, which was officially
making the firm’s bid — had any
relation to the winner, the Inter-
fax news agency reported.

Pinochet in hospital after stroke

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — Former
dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet
has been hospitalized after suffer-
ing a stroke. It comes as an ap-
peals court is determining wheth-
er to uphold his indictment and
house arrest on human rights
charges.

Pinochet was rushed to Santia-
go's Army Hospital on Saturday
morning after “he felt bad during
breakfast — as if he would faint,”
said his spokesman, retired Gen.
Guillermo Garil

Hospital officials, in a state-
ment, said he suffered a stroke
along with “1mpa1red moblllty
and a

Officials were not available for
additional comment, but the state-
ment said he is in stable condition
and was expected to at least make
a partial recovery.

Pinochet suffers from mild de-
mentia, diabetes, arthritis and
has a pacemaker. He has suffered
several minor strokes in recent
years and has been repeatedly
hospitalized.

His hospitalization Saturday
came a day after the Santiago
Court of Appeals delayed until
next week a decision on whether
to uphold his indictment and
house arrest for the alleged kid-
napping of nine dissidents and
the killing of one of them during
his 1973-90 military regime.
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Al-Qaida shifting strategy in Saudi Arabia

BY CRAIG WHITLOCK
The Washington Post

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia
Al-Qaida forces in Saudi Arabia
have shifted their strategy and

now almost exclusively
searching for U.S. and other West-
ern targets in the kingdom while
avoiding attacks on domestic insti-
tutions in a bid to strengthen their
flagging network, according to se-
curity officials and Saudi experts
on radical groups.

‘While al-Qaida retains its pri-
mary goal of eventually toppling
the Saudi royal family — as
Osama bin Laden made clear in
an audio recording released
Thursday — an 18-month cam-
paign of car bombings, gunbattles
and kidnappings has failed to gen-
erate many new recruits and has
resulted in a backlash among
many Saudis, even those who oth-
erwise are critical of the govern-
menl the officials and experts
sai

Mure than 80 people have died

Terrorist network solely focusing on U.S., Western
targets in bid to bolster organization, officials say

in the attacks, the majority of
them Saudis or nonwestern immi-
grant workers. Many people in
the kingdom are not only angry
over the bloodshed but also fear-
ful of al-Qaida’s attempt to turn
Saudi Arabia, a deeply conserva-
tive tribal society, into an even
more conservative Islamic theoc-
racy, several Saudi reformers
said in interviews.

“People want government re-
forms and changes, but they are
more scared of al-Qaida extrem-
ists,” said Mansour Nogaidan, a
former Islamic radical who has
moderated his views but remains
one of the most prominent critics
of the Saudi government. “The
common people — those people
who thought their life might im-
prove if the government changed
— they are not ready to lose all

this for what some young
teen- agers have in their minds as
autopia.”

Despite this month’s
al-Qaida-sponsored attack on the
U.S. consulate in Jiddah that left
nine people dead, including the
four assailants, Saudi govern-
ment officials expressed confi
dence that they are steadily gain-
ing the upper hand in their fight
with the militants.

Security forces have arrested
or killed 17 of the 26 most wanted
militant leaders in the country.
Two others on the most wanted
list are believed to be dead or
badly injured, while a key opera-
tional planner reportedly fled the
kingdom, Saudi security officials
said.

Saudi officials said they've dis-
mantled three of four known

al-Qaida cells and the insurgents
are finding it harder to obtain am-
munition, weaponry and money.
The attacks’ size and scope have
also dwindled since last year,
when car bombs in Riyadh blew
up two Western residential com-
pounds and caused more than 200
casualties.

“The people who are still there
are not as skillful as the ones who
were there in the beginning,” said
Brig. Gen. Mansour Turki, spokes-
man for the Saudi Interior Minis-
try. “We feel more confident than
we did in the beginning of this
fight. We thought it would take
much longer to be in control. We
cannot deny that there are still
possibilities that the terrorists
could execute more acts, but they
are not as strong as they were a
year ago.”

Still, few people are predicting
the attacks will end any time
soon.

“The hands-on folks see this as
a serious engagement that has
some time to run,” said a Western
official involved in counterterror-
ism efforts in the kingdom, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
“They don't see this as ending
near term. It's going to take a peri-
od of time. Is it months? Is it
years? We don’t know.”

For the moment, al-Qaida is
seeking to recover from the loss
of leaders who have been arrest-
ed or killed. Abdulaziz Muqrin, a
former cell leader who asserted
responsibility in the deaths of
three U.S. military contractors
last summer, including the be-
heading of Lockheed Martin em-
ployee Paul Johnson Jr., died in a
June shootout with Saudi police.
Murqin’s replacement, Saleh
Awfi, is believed to be dead or se-
riously injured, Saudi officials
said.

Yushchenko continues campaign

Ukrainian presidential candidate and opposition leader Viktor
Yushchenko holds traditional Ukrainian bread as he walks with
daughter Khrystyna during the St. Nicholas Day celebration on the
main square of Ukrainian capital Kiev. Over the weekend, Yushchenko
and Ukramlan Prlme Mlnlster Viktor Yanukovych, the country’s rival

campaign trips to the

eastern industrial city of Kharklv on Friday, sparking fears of more
tension ahead of the Dec. 26 rerun election.

Security issues raised in France
after gruesome hospital killings

The Associated Press

PARIS — France’s health min-
ister called an urgent meeting
Sunday to address security at hos-
pitals after the gruesome killings
of two psychiatric hospital work-
ers that have shaken the country.

Philippe Douste-Blazy was to
meet with health workers and In-
terior Ministry officials after the
discovery Saturday of the bodies
of a nurse and a nurse’s aide —
one beheaded, the other with the
throat slit — at a hospital in the
southwestern town of Pau.

Five people, including a recent
patient whom state prosecutors
believe to be the key suspect, re-
mained in police custody Sunday
for questioning, police said.

The bodies were found around
daybreak Saturday in a building
in the geriatric ward of the hospi-
tal, where a shattered window
pointed to a possible break-in,
state prosecutor Eric Maurel
said.

Officials said one woman’s
head was found on top of a TV set
at the hospital.

‘A man who sounded drunk tele-
phoned police overnight with “in-
formation about a violent scenar-
i0,” Maurel said Saturday. The
man and three others also at his
home were among those taken
into custody.

Union leaders faulted a staff
and funding shortage funding,
saying security has been a prob-
lem for months, dozens of jobs

were set to be cut, and violence
took place regularly at the hospi-
tal.

“It is horror, terror, fear, dis-
gust — fear of returning to work,”
Cathy Sanders, a regional official
from Worker’s Front union, told
RTL radio. “Last night, the staff
was doubled” as a precaution,
Sanders said.

The meeting called by
Douste-Blazy was to focus on
ways to combat violence and
boost security at hospitals, a state-
ment from the Health Ministry
said.

The minister announced last
week that he planned to present
by March a mental health reform
package for the country, which he
said lags behind others in psychi-
atric treatment.

Joke text message triggers alert

CANBERRA, Australia — An Italian tourist on a
flight from Sydney to Vienna caused a security alert
when he sent a cell phone message to his wife claim-
ing his plane had been hijacked by terrorists, the
Australian government said Sunday.

Authorities quickly discovered the message was a
hoax.

Antonio Casale, 35, sent the text message when
the Lauda Air flight stopped in Kuala Lumpur to re-
fuel, a newspaper in Sydney reported Sunday.

A’ Transport Ministry spokesman confirmed the
report in the Sunday Telegraph.

Casale claimed terrorists were in control of the
plane and were taking the passengers to an un-
known destination.

His distressed wife contacted Italian police, who
immediately contacted the Italian Embassy in Can-
berra, who in turn contacted Australian police.

Fire breaks out on Italian ferry

ROME — A small fire broke out on a ferry carry-
ing hundreds of people from Sicily to the Italian
mainland, and the boat was towed back to port on
Sunday to be evacuated, a port authority official
said.

No one was seriously injured on board the ferry
Florio, although many passengers fell ill from the
smoke, a Palermo port official said. Some passen-
gers required hospital treatment, Sky TG24 televi-
sion reported.

All 472 people on board were safely evacuated
when the boat reached Palermo, Sicily, the official
said. Some disoriented, ailing passengers had to be
carried off the boat or burst into tears when they
reached land. Passengers spent the night in a panic,
with the ferry tossing on rough seas, smoke filling
the air and no electricity on board.

Tlll. ist: "lll" t electi

ASHGABAT, Turkmenistan — Polling stations
were nearly empty early on election day Sunday in
the capital of Turkmenistan, a tightly controlled
former Soviet republic. Election officials said they
‘may carry ballot boxes door-to-door to seek votes.

At least 50 percent of the country’s 3 million eligi-
ble voters must take part for the parliamentary elec-
tions to be valid.

The 131 candidates contesting S0 seats represent
different public organizations such as trade unions
and women’s associations.

From The Associated Press
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IN THE STATES

TIMEAP
Time magazine chose President Bush as its 2004 Person of the Year.

BY SAM DOLNICK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — After winning
lection and ing the

His Time:

Bush remains a polarizing figure
in America and around the world,
and that’s part of the reason he
earned the magazine’s honor,

rules of politics to fit his 10-gal-
lon-hat leadership style,” Presi-
dent George W. Bush for the sec-
ond time was chosen as Time
magazine’s Person of the Year.

The magazine’s editors tapped
Bush “for sharpening the debate
until the choices bled, for refram-
ing reality to match his design,
for gambling his fortunes — and
ours — on his faith in the power
of leadership.”

Time’s 2004 Person of the Year
package, on newsstands Monday,
includes an Oval Office interview
with Bush, an interview with his
father, former President George
H. W. Bush, and a profile of
Bush’s chief political adviser,
Karl Rove.

In an interview with the maga-
zine, Bush attributed his victory
over Democratic candidate John
Kerry to his foreign policy and
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

“The election was about the use
of American influence,” Bush said.

After a grueling campaign,

said Editor Jim Kelly.

“Many, many Americans deep-
ly wish he had not won,” Kelly
said in a telephone interview.
“And yet he did.”

In the Time article, Bush said
he relishes that some people dis-
like him.

“I think the natural instinct for
most peaple in the political world
is that they want people to like
them,” Bush said. “On the other
hand, I think sometimes I take
kmd ofa delight in who the critics

T Bush j joins six other presidents
who have twice won the maga-
zine’s top honor: Harry Truman,
Dwight Eisenhower (first as a
general), Lyndon Johnson, Rich-
ard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and
Bill Clinton.

Kelly said other candidates in-
cluded Michael Moore and Mel
Gibson, “because in different ways
their movies tapped in to deep cul-
tural streams,” and political strate-
gist Rove, who is widely credited
with engineering Bush’s win.

Bush selected
2004 Person of the Year

Poll: Judging Bushes

NEW YORK — President
Bush won re-election, unlike
his father, but lags behind the
elder Bush in the public’s view
of several personal attributes,
according to a Time poll.

The poll examined public
views of President George W.
Bush compared with their
views of the first President
George Bush on attributes:

M Honest and trustworthy:
The former president, by 37
percent to 19 percent.

M Understands the issues:
The former president, by 43
percent to 25 percent.

W Likable: The former presi-
dent, by 38 percent to 28 per-
cent.

M Sticks to positions, even if
unpopular: The current presi-
dent, by 56 percent to 16 per-
cent.

‘The Time-SRBI poll of 1,009
adults was taken Dec. 13-14. It
has a margin of sampling
error of 3 percentage points.
From The Associated Press

Republican Senators at odds over Rumsfeld’s future

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Acknowledging mis-
takes in Iraq by the Bush administration,
leading Republicans expressed reluctance
Sunday that the White
House replace De-
fense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld,
who has lost the confi-
dence of some GOP
lawmakers over the f§
conduct of the war.

The chairman of
the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee said
a change at the top of
the Pentagon would
be too disruptive,
given the elections scheduled in Iraq for

n. John Warner, R-Va., also said
strdllun was dddressmg the mis-
steps that have occurred in the aftermath
of the U.S.-led ouster of Iraqi President
Suddam Hussein.

“We should not at this point in time enter-
tain any idea of changing those responsil
ities in the Pentagon,” Warner told NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

Rumsfeld

Sen. Richard Lugar,
chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations
Committee, added,
“We really can’t go
through that ordeal”
now of finding a suc-
Cessor. Rumsfeld
“should be held ac-
countable and  he
should stay in office,”
said Lugar, R-Ind.

But Sen. Chuck
Hagel, a Vietnam vet-
eran, said he had “no
confidence” in Rumsfeld.” Hagel, R-Neb.,

did ot say that Rumsfeld should step

“1 Findit astounding. ... Things are worse
than they’ve ever been” in Iraq, Hagel told
CBS’ “Face the Nation.” Hagel said the de-
cision to replace Rumsfeld was Bush’s.

More than 1,300
American troops have
died since the war
began in March 2003.
On  Sunday, car
bombs rocked Iraq’s
two holiest Shiite cit-
ies, killing at least 60
people and wounding
more than 120. In
Baghdad, the capital,
dozens of gunmen
killed three Iragi em-
ployees of the organi-
zation running next month’s elections.

U.S. troops in Kuwait have complained
to Rumsfeld about long deployments and a
lack of armored vehicles and other equip-
ment.

Warner

Rumsfeld, who
agreed to Bush’s re-
quest earlier this
month to remain in
the Cabinet during
the president’s second
term, won a vote of
confidence from the
Whlle House on Sun-

“eorctary Rums-
feldis doing a spectac-
ular job,” the presi-
Hagel dent’s chief of staff,
Andrew  Card, told

ABC’s “This Week.”

“The president has provided good direc-
tion for our military, and Secretary Rums-
feld is transforming our military to meet
the threats of the 21st century,” Card said.

While security remains a concern in
Iraq, Card said the growing economy and

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Last week, Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld announced
he would personally sign condolence let-
ters to the family members of U.S. troops
killed in action rather than letting a ma-
chine affix his signature.

Republican and Democratic members
of Congress criticized the embattled Pen-
tagon chief on Sunday for not signing the
letters himself all along.

“My goodness, that's the least that we
could expect of the secretary of defense,
is having some personal attention paid by
him,” said Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb.,
nothing that President Bush signs such
letters himself.

“If the president of the United States
can find time to do that, why can’t the Sec-
retary of Defense?” Hagel, a Vietnam vet-
eran, asked on CBS’ “Face the Nation.”

In a statement Friday, Rumsfeld an-
nounced the change in policy and said

Lawmakers criticize secretary for
machine-signed condolence letters

more than 1,000 condolence letters had
gone out to relatives of Americans killed
in military action during the global fight
against terrorism.

“While I have not individuallv signed
each one, in the interest of ensuring expe-
ditious contact with grieving family mem-
bers, I have directed that in the future I
sign each letter,” Rumsfeld said in the
statement.

The statement, which was reported Fri-
day by Stars and Stripes, did not specifi-
cally refer to troops killed in Iraq, though
family members of soldiers who died
there told Stripes they were angry with
Rumsfeld’s apparent stamped signature.
More than 1,300 American troops have
died since the war began in March 2003.

Messages left with the Pentagon about
the criticism from lawmakers were not
immediately returned Sunday.

The signature flap was the latest in a
stinging string of criticism in recent
weeks of the defense secretary’s han-
dling of the war in Iraq.

the establishment of the educational and
electrical systems in the country were posi-
tive developments.

“There are no guarantees, but we’ll work
hard to provide security,” for the elections,
he said. “Itll be a wonderful success
story.”

Rumsfeld’s performance has come
under criticism even from congressional
Republicans, including GOP Sens. Trent
Lott of Mississippi and John McCain of Ari-
zona.

Lott said last week that Rumsfeld did not
listen to uniformed officers and that Bush

should make a change at the Pentagon in
the next year or so.

But Warner said Bush should stay the
course, especially with the Iragi vote next
month.

“We are going to have a tough period
after that election and we should press our
confidence in the commander in chief and
his principal subordinate,” Warner
said.“And he will fight to get those bud-
gets, and he will earn the confidence of the
people in the Senate and the House so that
he can continue to do that which is best for
the country.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Barbaric killings not justified

It is how the letter writer justifies the
Killing of an enemy that scares the living
heck out of many of us who proudly wear
or wore the uniform of one of the servic-
es of the United States (“No tears shed
for insurgent,” Dec. 3).

Absolutely nothing justifies such kill-
ings. It appears that our society, of which
the military is just a reflection of, can jus-
tify any barbarous act that seems to be a
part of this war. Just because the other
side does it does not mean we have to
sink to their level.

What are we trying to do in Irag? Do
we want those we liberated for democra-
cy experience it to be no better than the
vicious system under Saddam Hussein?
By that killing, we created more terror-
ists who will seek revenge on the United
States a generation from now.

If you could ask the British of the 18th
century what they thought of our Revolu-
tionary War tactics, they would have
called it barbarous and they would have
labeled us as terrorists. In those days
war was an “honorable” thing where
men met on a designated battlefield in
bright uniforms, standing face to face
and walking toward each other as they
shot their muskets.

American rebels, however, learned
many of our tactics from the American
Indians. These tactics included hiding be-
hind trees and dressing in drab colors, as
well as ambushing the marching red-
coats.

Don’t be ashamed of your forefathers.
Their “primitive and barbarous” tactics
caused us to win and create the greatest
country in the world. We should not for-
get our roots when dealing with other na-
tions.

U.S. Air Force Maj. (ret.) Klaus-D. Paul

Kaiserslautern, Germany

Angry, sad over front page

Has the fact that my brothers and sis-
ters in arms are being killed almost daily
become so routine that the front page of
the Dec. 14 Mideast edition had “Seven
Marines killed in weekend battles” (“7
Marines killed in weekend Iraq battles,”
Europe edition) and then half of the
cover was filled with pictures of the NFL
playoffs?

That not only infuriates me, it saddens
me. Seven proud Americans paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of their country
and in a fight to free the sovereign nation
of Iraq from the insurgency that plagues
it. Marines die, that's a fact we accept.
We've fought wars in every clime and
place for more than 229 years. Countless
Marines have paid this price so Ameri-
cans’ basic rights are protected.

Stripes, don’t dishonor my brothers
like this. The Corps is small and we are a
very protective family. When you dishon-
or one of us, you dishonor us all.

The playoffs are very exciting for us.
Sports scores are a big morale booster,

Doonesbury
= "
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

but there is a time and a place for things.

A cover like this one I can accept from a

liberal media outlet, but Stars and
Stripes is supposed to be for us.

Marine Sgt. Salju K. Thomas

Baghdad

Sherpas are up to the task

1 applaud the Air Force decision to in-
crease its cargo flying within this theater
(“Dangers on ground in Iraq lead to in-
crease airlift use,” Dec. 13, Mideast edi-

ion).

However, I must illuminate another
small, relatively unknown fact. The Ar-
my’s Cargo Airplane Initiative is well
under way. It would place larger,
more-capable cargo airplanes within the
Army to support its internal theater air-
lift requirements.

This fact does not sit well with our Air
Force brethren. The Army’s only cargo
fixed wing currently is the C-23 Sherpa.
For two years now Sherpas have been fly-
ing out of Kuwait and this last year solely
out of Balad Air Base, Iraq.

Numerous times we have completed
missions that the Air Force would not.
Hours flown, missions, cargo transport-
ed and personnel carried are classified,
but I can tell you that the numbers are
record-setting for our mission. The ma-
jority of these missions are to austere air-
ports and runways the Air Force initially
(and some even now) deem unusable for
its aircraft.

The Army does indeed have a valid
need for its own increased intra-theater
airlift, and the Army needs to manage it
in order to continue the valued support to
troops in the field. It is my fervent hope
the Air Force realizes this.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 David P. Smith

Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Award shouldn’t resemble CIB

Whatever is decided on awarding
other military occupational specialties a
badge or ribbon of some sort, it should

yoz/awwm

not resemble in any way the Combat In-
fantryman Badge (“Alternative to Army
badge,” letter, Nov. 12).

Sure, the battlefield has changed and
we find certain specialties close, in view
or even m the battle, but the infantry is al-
ways “in” first, and always will be.

1, bemg an 11B (infantryman), know
lhey do take part in the action sometimes
to support us. But we are always there to
implement medical aid when our fear-
less combat medic is alongside another
squad. We are alone to conduct our bat-
tles to the best of our ability; “man up” in
the face of death, while we treat our
wounded, conduct radio ops, breach the
obstacles and search for roadside bombs
and vehicle-borne bombs.

We like to keep ourselves separated
from the rest of the Army because, well,
we are. A combat patch is already given
to any MOS who has been in a combat
zone. If they want recognition as being in
combat, first we as 11B should acknowl-
edge it, then recommend it. Anyone who
is brave enough to face an enemy ma-
chine gun and fires back, risking what
the infantry does every day, deserves
credit. But we don’t give the Medal of
Honor to every infantryman who is killed
in action.

Whatever is decided for those who
fired back during contact should not
mimic the traditions and awards given to
those who have endured the hardships
and training of our most beloved soldier,
the infantryman.

Pfe. Kevin Holt
Camp Habaniyah, Iraq

How to support troops

Many times we take things for granted.
Having friends and family over for the
holidays, sharing a big meal, being able
to go shopping, enjoying all of the good
things we have here.

We have thousands of men and women
around the world giving their all for this
freedom; men and women who are away
from home, family and friends and who
need to know they are loved and missed,
and most of all that they have our sup-
port and respect for serving our country.
A country that God has made. A country
not Democratic or Republican. A coun-
try that stands proud of our military men
and women who honor us every day by
serving in the armed forces.

So, what can we do to show them our
appreciation?

Contact people. Get everyone to write
letters, send cards, send small gifts or
any care packages. Contact the United
Service Organizations for information on
how you can send them.

Contact the local television and radio
stations and ask them to help. Go out and
buy a support ribbon for your car. Fly
our flag high.

1, for one, am going to let our men and
women know that they are missed, loved
and honored.

Bob Dillon
Winters, Calif.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

The nuance of necessary deception in war

an reporters be trusted with war
information? Can the government
be trusted? We're still finding out
— or maybe we’re not finding out.
One of the great successes of World War
11 was Operation Forti-
lude aimed at cloak-
g the D-Day inva-
sion in “bodyguard
of lies.” The Allies
wished to convince
the Germans that the
assault across the En-
glish Channel would
land near the town of
Pas de Calais, at the
Channel’s narrowest
point.

So the Allies creat-
ed a phantom army,
with inflatable rubber tanks and pa-
pier -maché airplanes. To further the illu-
sion, they created a fake navy, too, and put
out faux radio transmissions. Meanwhile,
the real assault armies were assembling
farther south. And on the morning of June
6,1944, the Allies landed at Normandy, 200
miles from Calais.

Not only was the Normandy coast lightly
defended, but the Germans were still con-
vinced that the “real” attack was coming at
Calais. By the time they figured out the de-
ception, it was too late.

Operation Fortitude was, in the words of
Air Force historian Ernest Tavares Jr., a
“near perfect plan,” leaving the Germans
“essentially blind.” And that’s the way to
win a war.

So to the obvious question: Could any-
thing so sneaky as Operation Fortitude be

James Pinkerton

pulled off today? Could thousands of peo-
ple be kept quiet in a world full of cell
phones, e-mail and text-messaging, all in-
terfacing with an ever-proliferating num-
ber of cable news channels, bloggers and
list-servers? Which is to say, in other
words, that “the media” today aren’t just a
few reporters who might be pep-talked or
intimidated into keeping a secret. Instead,
the media include millions of people repre-
senting different traditions, different coun-
tries, different loyalties. Could such a buzz-
ing collectivity even begin to keep a secret?
The United States is hardly helpless. Amer-
ican forces deposed Saddam Hussein in
just three weeks of fighting last year.

Yet on the other hand, the larger objec-
tives in the “global war on terror” — defeat-
ing the insurgents, democratizing Iraq, win-
ning hearts and minds across the Mlddle
East — remain to be achieved. And it’s ap-
parent that reports and images from Iraq,
most notably the Abu Ghraib prison photos
and the video of the Marine shooting a
wounded man in Fallujah, aren’t helping
the American cause.

It’s not so much that the media are un-
trustworthy — although many in the mili-
tary might argue that they are — it’s that
the “press,” from Al-Jazeera reporters to
the humblest freelancer, is simply uncon-
trollable. And absent an enormous para-
digm shift, that’s not going to change.

But now, the military is preparing just
such a paradigm shift. On Dec. 1, the Los
Angeles Times revealed that in September
the Pemagon had established a “strategic
communications office” to wage informa-
tion — or disinformation — warfare in
Iraq. The Times reported that an Oct. 14 an-

Courtesy of Signal Corps

With Operation Fortitude in motion, U.S. assault troops huddle behind the protective front
of their landing craft as it nears a beachhead on the northern coast of France on D-Day.

nouncement by the Marines of a seeming
attack on Fallujah, carried on CNN, was, in
fact, a fake-out of the enemy.

It’s hard to argue against deceiving the
enemy in wartime, but it must also be
noted that such deceptions are soon cov-
ered by the media, which is to say, uncov-
ered.

Of course, it's possible that the military
has launched a hundred other Forti-
tude-like fakes that have gone unreported.
But now we know — or we think we know
— that the Pentagon plans to create a “di-
rector of central information” to control

“strategic information.” That new Penta-

gon post is not to be confused with the “na-
tional intelligence director,” the new slot
created to oversee the CIA and other spy
outfits — one thinks.

But now that the directorate of informa-
tion has been revealed, what does that reve-
lation do to the American government’s
credibility? Is it really a good idea to have,
in effect, a Ministry of Deception if its exist-
ence s known to the world? In the future, it
might be harder for the enemy to know
what’s going on, and that’s good. But it will
surely be harder for Americans to know
what's going on, and that’s not so good.
James Pinkerton is a Newsday columnist.

GIs also suffer wounds that medicine can’t heal

BY ROBERT CORNEJO

€6 oesn't it figure that a sec-
ond lieutenant got shot?” T
overheard a noncommis-

sioned officer say to his
buddy. It was the afternoon of Dec. 20, 1989,
and I was being evacuated to a military hos-
pital in Panama on board a troop-carrying
special operations helicopter.

It was 15 years ago that I was wounded on
the first day of Operation Just Cause, the
U.S. invasion of Panama. Since that day, I
haven’t often recounted my experience to
others, and I mention Panama now not to cel-
ebrate that war but to bring attention to
those who return home wounded from Iraq
or Afghanistan. Our soldiers today are
trained to do everything that the military
asks of them in combat except maybe two
things: come home wounded from war and
deal with life afterward.

As a young field artillery officer, I was
part of the first wave of the 82nd Airborne
task force that parachuted into Torrijos In-
ternational Airport near Panama City at 2
a.m. on Dec. 20. Our mission was to assem-
ble around the howitzers that had been air-
dropped onto the airport ahead of us. After I
met up with my unit and our guns, we were
ordered to move from the airfield to a for-
ward firing position to provide support for
an infantry assault against the Panamanian
Defense Forces.

Around noon our convoy of two howitzers,
several trucks and a light tank departed the
relative safety of the secure airport. To get
our guns to the planned firing position near
the Pacora River, our heavily armed group
drove through the village of Cabuya. A cou-
ple of blocks short of the north end of town,
two men dressed in civilian clothes and driv-
ing a small white car ambushed us with gun-
fire and grenades in a drive-by shooting. As
the attackers accelerated through our halted

convoy, we returned fire. I slid off my truck,
got into a prone position in the street and
fired a few rounds at the ambushers. Then I
was hit. I felt a sharp, stinging pain in my
right hip, and my leg stiffened in a muscle
spasm. A noncommissioned officer riding in
the truck picked me up, and the convoy
quickly moved out.

T had been shot by an M-16 bullet — most
likely friendly fire that ricocheted off the
street during the brief firefight, which had
lasted at most a minute. Both Panamanians
in the car were dead. Two of us were wound-
ed.

Twenty-four hours later, I was back in the
United States in a hospital bed at San Anto-
nio’s Brooke Army Medical Center. In the
next few days, I underwent surgery on my
wound and was transferred back to my
home station at Fort Bragg, N.C. While I
should have been happy to be recovering
well, T wasn't. Instead, I was embarrassed

when I called my father in Virginia to tell
him that I had been deployed to Panama and
had returned to the States wounded.

On Christmas Day I watched TV coverage
of the Panama invasion and began to replay
the minute-long firefight in my mind over
and over. I blamed myself for getting off the
truck and onto the street. I was angry at my-
self for becoming the stereotypical lieuten-
ant who gets himself wounded during his
first combat experience. I wondered if I had
failed my men by departing the battle early.
Tasked “what if?” again and again.

T am not in a position to speak for the
wounded veterans of today; I can only as-
sume that some of our current war wounded
experience feelings similar to mine. I be-
lieve that most of these men and women are
not ready to share their combat experience
with others, as I do now. For a time, they
may choose to deliberate on that moment
they were wounded. For me, this routine con-

tinued for the better part of a year, until
life’s other concerns eventually displaced
my internal debate.

The anniversary of the Panama invasion
elicits personal memories for me. Others
will have similar memories as they think
back to the day they were wounded in Iraq
or Afghanistan. Many of today’s combat
wounded will not be as lucky as I was, but
will suffer permanent disability resulting
from the devastating effect of modern insur-
gent weapons.

1 don't think our military can ever train
soldiers to prepare for coming home wound-
ed or for dealing with life afterward. But I do
think that we as Americans should keep in
mind that most wounded veterans don’t
want unnecessary or extraordinary atten-
tion. What they are more likely to want is pri-
vacy and understanding while they come to
grips with the moment they were hit.

Robert Cornejo is a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army.
This column first appeared in The Washington Post.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Going for
the gold

Salvation Army hopes
mysterious donations
of coins keep coming

BY JAN DENNIS
The Associated Press

PEORIA, Ill. — Salvation Army
officials don’t know who has been
dropping gold coins into their holi-
day kettles over the past 20 years,
but they hope the mysterious do-
nations continue.

More than 300 gold coins have
been collected since the early
1980s, with an average value of
about $200 each, said Cliff Mar-
shall, spokesman for the charity
in Chicago, where the tradition
began.

Chicago  bell-ringers  have
brought in 10 gold coins so far
this year. They aren't the only
ones.

In Kirksville, Mo., someone do-
nated a gold coin that was minted
20 years before the Civil War,
worth nearly $1,000. A $400
South African Krugerrand was
dropped in a kettle in Blooming-
ton, TIL, meaning 12 extra fami-
lies will get a complete Christmas
dinner.

But officials still don’t know
where the coins come from.

The mysterious tradition began
in 1982, when someone slipped a
gold coin into a kettle in the Chica-
go suburb of Crystal Lake. The do-
nations have occurred there ever
since and have spread across Illi-
nois and about a dozen other
states.
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This gold coin, valued at $360, was found in the Salvation Army kettle
at a Theisen’s store in Charles City, lowa. The tradition of placing anon-
in the kettles dates back to 1982.

ymous donations of gold coit

The phantom donors almost al-
ways conceal the coins, usually
folding dollar bills around them.
They range from small gold piec-
es worth about $15 to Kruger-
rands that can fetch $600 from col-
lectors.

The gold coins have been
worth a total of about $60,000.
That’s just a fraction of the $3.5
million collected by the Salva-
tion Army last year in Chicago
alone. But the mystery donors
may have more than money on
their minds.

Some believe the coin droppers
might have been helped by the re-
lief agency in the past. Or they
might just like the thrill of seeing
the donation play out in the
media. One woman called last
summer to say her late mother
left gold coins in the kettles each
year because she liked the buzz it
created, Marshall said.

CHARLES CITY (I0WA) PRESS/AP

Rich Draeger, spokesman for
Salvation Army’s Peoria division,
said the timing of the donations
suggests they might be an inside
job. He said gold coins tend to
show up when giving starts to lag,
indicating it might an attempt by
the charity to generate extra pub-
licity.

“It seems to be a benefactor
who knows that it’s going to mean
a lot more than a $300 or $400
coin — it’s going to bring atten-
tion,” Dracger said.

Daniel Borochoff, president of
the American Institute of Philan-
thropy, a charity watchdog group,
doubts the Salvation Army is
planting the coins to create public-
i

ty.

“They're a heavy-duty Chris-
tian group, so that may go against
their principals,” he said.

Marshall, for one, hopes the
mystery is never solved. “It's
more fun to speculate than to
know for sure,” he said.

Cents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If a new com-
puter is on your wish list this hol-
iday, you might think about do-
nating your old model to charity.

Making a noncash computer
donation allows you to reclaim
some value from older electron-
ic equipment and take a deduc-
tion on your income taxes. But
like other noncash donations,
giving up your computer isn’t as
easy as hauling your hardware
to the nearest Goodwill. Here
are some guidelines to follow:
Before you donate, assess the
value of your computer. You can
find the value by checking Inter-
net auction Web sites or even
computer manufacturer Web
sites.

Dy are valid only for

-year bon
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank o
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gifts to a recognized charity,
meaning it has IRS approval to
register as a tax-exempt organi-
zation.

Computers for good will

Before you donate, check out
the charity at www.charitynavi
gator.com.

You also might check out The
Used Computer Mall at www.
usedcomputer.com. The Web
site lists charities that accept
new or used computer equip-
ment. It also provides recycling
guidelines in case your comput-
er is a real dinosaur — too old to
go anywhere but the recycling
bin.

Remember to erase all the
files from your computer’s hard
drive before you donate. At best,
others will laugh at the poetry
and e-mails you saved. At worst,
you could bé a victim of identity
theft.

Look for so-called disk-clean-
ing software, which will clear
your computer’s hard drive.

Be sure to get a receipt for
your donation from the charity.
You'll need it to take the deduc-
tion come tax time.

Kia Spectra gets
owest rating in
rontal crash test

BY DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Kia
Spectra is the first vehicle since
2001 to get the insurance indus-
try’s worst safety rating in a fron-
tal crash test, according to results
released Sunday.

The Spectra, a small, four-door
sedan that starts at $13,240, got
the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety’s lowest rating of poor
after a crash test dummy’s head,
chest and legs were injured in the
40 mph crash test. The last car to
get that rating was the Chevrolet
Cavalier in 2001.

“Most manufacturers have fig-
ured out how to design vehicles to
do a good job protecting people in
frontal crashes,” said Adrian
Lund, the institute’s chief operat-
ing officer. “K:a lags behind its
competitors.”

Kia Motors America Inc. said it
has met with institute officials to
determine how to improve the ve-
hicle’s performance. The compa-
ny also said it was comfortable
with the level of safety the Spec-
tra provides.

“Occupant safety is a priority
for Kia,” the company said in a
statement. “In the development
of this product the Spectra has un-
dergone a battery of tests, and we
continue to have a high degree of
confidence in the real-world pro-
tection offered by this vehicle.”

Only two small cars — the
Mazda 3 and the Hyundai Elantra
— earned the institute’s highest
rating of good in this round of test-
ing. The Suzuki Forenza and the
Saturn ION were rated accept-
able, the institute’s second-high-
est rating.

The institute tests vehicles in a
40 mph crash and rates them
based on e criteria: the
amount the vehicle crumples into
the driver’s space, injuries to the
crash test dummy and a slow-mo-
tion analysis of how well the seat
belt worked.

A good rating means a driver
wearing a seat belt probably
would suffer only minor injuries
in a similar crash. A poor rating
means a risk of severe injury ex-
ists.

Lund said he was surprised the
Spectra performed so poorly. The
institute has conducted this test
for a decade and most manufac-
turers have built vehicles that can
withstand it, he said.

Lund said 11 small cars have
good ratings. Besides the Mazda 3
and the Hyundai Elantra, they
are the Volkswagen New Beetle
and Jetta, the Subaru Impreza
and Aerio, the Mini Cooper, the
Toyota Corolla, the Ford Focus,
the Mitsubishi Lancer and the
Honda Civic.

Most of those cars were tested
earlier by the insurance institute,
which tests vehicles as they are
redesigned.

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Some employers
with federally regulated health
plans have decided not to ex-
tend health benefits to spouses
of gay workers, saying the plans
are not bound by Massachu-
setts’ same-sex marriage law.

General Dynamics Corp.,
FedEx Corp. and Caritas Christi
Health Care are among the em-
ployers that do not provide mar-
ried gay workers in Massachu-
setts with the same health bene-
fits available to heterosexual
married couples.

“In determining the definition
of dependent spouse, General
Dynamics applies the spouse
definition from the federal De-
fense of Marriage Act,” the Vir-
ginia-based defense contractor,
which has 3,000 workers in Mas-
sachusetts, said in a statement
to the Boston Globe.

The 1996 Defense of Mar-
riage Act denied federal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages by
defining marriage as between a
man and a woman.

The employers provide medi-

Some Mass. firms deny
gay spouses benefits

cal care through self-insured
health plans in which the compa-

ny — not an insurer — collects
premiums and pays the medical
bills of its workers.

Such  self-insured  plans,
which are used to save money
amid skyrocketing health care
costs, are regulated by federal
lay

w.
Sharen Litwin, a Boston labor
lawyer, said companies with
self-funded plans likely cannot
be compelled to extend cover-
age to spouses of gay workers.
Some employers that self-in-
sure, however, extended cover-
age to spouses after May 17,
when gay marriage became
legal in Massachusetts. They in-
clude Gillette Co., National Grid
USA, and UniteHere, the union
of garment and hotel workers.
Gay rights supporters argue
that same-sex marriage opens
the door to reinterpretation of a
host of state and federal laws.
“There are some good legal
reasons why we might be able to
challenge [denial of benefits],”
Michele Granda, attorney for
Boston-based Gay & Lesbian Ad-
vocates & Defenders.
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Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Benelux: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 30s,
Tuesday lows in the low 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 40s, Tuesday lows in the lower to
upper 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rain/snowshowers. Highs in the mid
30s, Tuesday lows in the mid 20s.

France: Partly to mostly cloudy with

isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
low 30s to mid 50s, Tuesday lows in
the low 20s to low

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the mid 30s, Tuesday lows in the mid

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
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Norway: Mostly cloudy with rain/snow-
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Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the low 50s to low 60s, Tuesday
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Free holiday sign

HOUMA — Some peo-

ple wanted to know
why “Season’s Greetings”
adorned the Terrebonne
Parish Government Tower,
mstead of “Merry Christ-
mas.”

It turns out the deci-
sion had nothing to do
with religion or political
correctness.

The sign was free.

Parish  council
members said that if someone do-
nates a “Merry Christmas” sign, it
will go up, also. The “Season’s
Greetings” sign was donated to the
parish neral

-

ROUNDUP

Medical Center a few years ago.

Holiday lights Web cam

LAFAYETTE — After fes-

tooning his house with
17,000 Christmas lights, Alex Ko-
marnitsky wanted more than just
passers-by to enjoy the spectacle.

He got his holiday wish. His in-
teractive Web site allowing Inter-
net users to turn the lights on and
off with the click of a mouse is at-
tracting thousands.

Another Web site recently alert-
ed users about his interactive
page. “It said, ‘This guy’s Web site
is funny. Turn the lights on and off
and annoy the neighbors, ” Komar-
nitsky said.

This month alone, more than 1.3
million Internet browsers — in-
cluding about 38,000 from a Ger-
man domain — have visited the
site.

Prison for abuser

NORTHAMPTON — A

Huntington man was sen-
tenced to serve nine to 10 years in
prison after pleading guilty to
breaking into his estranged wife’s
home and ambushing her when
she returned from a court hearing
that extended a restraining order
against him.

Police said Donald G. Cornelius
Jr., 47, hid in the basement until
his wife came home from the court-
house, and then attacked her with
a metal bar from an exercise ma-
chine.

Kimberly Anderson told the
judge at the sentencing that when
she is home alone, she still imag-
ines the sound of his steps on the
stairs.

Her nose was broken, she under-
went several operations to repair
her face, and she lost most of the
hearing in one ear in the attack.

Drug test complaint

SAN ANTONIO — A fired

drug screener was free on
bond after he was accused of hav-
ing sex with a woman in exchange
for a false report that there were
10 sign of drugs in her urine.

Adrian Barrientos was released
by U.S. Magistrate Judge Nancy
Nowak on a $25,000 unsecured
bond. Barrientos, 29, faces a
charge of obstruction of justice,
which carries a possible penalty of
up to 10 years in federal prison.

Barrientos, formerly employed
by a company that drug-tests con-
victed offenders, was accused by
an FBI agent in a criminal com-
plaint of misdeeds involving a fe-
male supervised offender who
used cocaine this summer.

The complaint stated that Barri-
entos asked the woman if her urine
would test positive. After she an-
swered “yes,” Barrientos told her

that he would falsely report on her
drug-test form that her urine test-
ed negative in exchange for sex,
the complaint said.

Hefty donation

MINNEAPOLIS — A pros-

perous businessman didn’t
think he was entitled to his 2004 So-
cial Security payments, so he be-
came an early Santa Claus for the
Salvation Army.

The man dropped a check for
$14,845 into a bell ringer’s red ket-
tle outside a bookstore in down-
town Minneapolis.

The man, who declined to be
identified, released a written state-
ment through Salvation Army
spokeswoman Annette Bauer, who
had sought out the man for an ex-
planation.

He said he will receive $20,295
in Social Security payments in
2004 and didn’t really need it be-
cause “I have considerable income
now and should continue to have
considerable income if I ever do re-
tire.”

Band to play for Bush

RENO — The McQueen

High School band will final-
ly get its chance to perform for
President Bush. The Presidential
Inaugural Committee chose the
Reno school to represent Nevada
in the Jan. 20 Inauguration Day pa-

e
It takes teamwork

Although the wind was a little
calmer, it was still strong enough
to make it difficult for Wilson
Elementary School fifth-graders
Dylan Ladwig, Ryan Sager and
Brian Jun as they take down the
Wisconsin and American flags after
school in Beaver Dam, Wis.

rade in Washington.
‘Two months ago, the
band was barred
=% from performing at a
Reno campaign rally at-
tended by Bush. A school
district policy prohibits
school-sponsored orgamza-
tions from engaging in
party politics.

Unpaid wages inquiry

NY ALBANY — Owners of

a diner have agreed to
pay $76,000 to end an investigation
info whether they failed to pay
workers minimum wage and over-
time in a case both sides expect
will be repeated elsewhere in the
state.

The Front Page Diner on Staten
Island settled with state Attorney
General Eliot’s Spitzer’s investiga-
tion without admitting guilt, ac-
cording to a Spitzer spokesman
and the diner’s attorney.

Spitzer accused the diner’s own-
ers of paying wages as low as $2.25
an hour to wait staff between Au-
gust 1999 and August 2004.

The minimum wage for restau-
rant workers accepting tips is
$3.30 an hour; while the minimum
hourly wage for other workers is
$5.15.

Assistant  attorneys  general
Michael Higgins and James Ver-
socki also said the diner paid no
overtime to cooks, busboys, and
dishwashers despite work weeks
up to 60 hours.

The diner’s payroll process will
be subject to monitoring and help
in contacting workers and former
workers to collect from the settle-

ment, to the

School shelves bonuses

GREELEY — The Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado
shelved plans to award $189,000 in
bonuses to administrators next
year after an angry backlash from
faculty members who haven’t got-
ten a merit raise in two years.
Faculty got a one-time payment
equaling 2 percent of their salaries
in June while nine administrators
received $103,000 in bonuses.
UNC President Kay Norton sus-
pended next year’s bonus for ad-
ministrators and promised a cam-
pus-wide discussion of compensa-
tion.

Slaying probe closed

BEAUREGARD — Prosecu-
tors closed an investigation
into a triple slaying by presenting
to a grand jury circumstantial evi-
dence found in a suicide note.
Bernard Vaughan, 69, shot him-
self two days after the March 26
shooting deaths of three men on
his property. The note made refer-
ence to post-traumatic stress disor-
der, a result of his military service,
and mentioned the “turmoil of the
last 24 hours,” Sheriff Jay Jones
said.

Record farmland values

AMES — The value of Towa
farmland has hit an-all time.
An annual survey by lowa State
University shows that farmland
values jumped 15.6 percent this
year, hitting a record $2,629.
That’s an average increase of
$354 an acre. Scott County’s aver-
age price was $4,167 dollars an
acre, the first time the average
price of farmland in Towa topped
$4,000.

A 1,150 pound polar bear at
SeaWorld San Diego’s Wild Arctic
icks to a gingerbread man before devouring the tasty treat.

Sweet holiday treat

attracti

Bruce Aiken Elementary
kindergarten student Mighuel Perez
is not too excited to be singing Christmas carols at the Sunrise Mall in
Brownsville, Texas.

Blue reindeer



RIPES DECEMBER 20, 2004

PAGE 19

b

Taking a break

around the 80-degree mark under clear skies.

Dancers Jeffrey Kazin, foreground, Amber
Sloan, left background, David Parker, cen-
ter, and Emily Tschiffely pose from Parker’s “Nut/Cracked” in a New York A young snowy owl perches on an

Balancing act

studio. Parker and his Bang Group performed the piece at the Dance
Theater Workshop in New York.

Rays of light

The Creekmore Holiday Express rolls through the tunnel of lights in this
long exposure at Creemore Park’s decoration of lights in Fort Smith, Ark.

A man relaxes in the warmth of the sun during the noon hour at a
plaza in downtown Los Angeles. Last week temperatures hovered

Who goes there?

insulator atop a power pole along
near Somers, Mont.

Burglar facing hard time

NEW BRUNSWICK — A

burglar who broke into
more than 100 homes in five coun-
ties and stole $2 million to support
his casino gambling habit faces a
long prison term.

Samuel Krosky, 44, could get 25
years in prison when he’s sen-
tenced April 1. As part of a plea
agreement  with  prosecutors,
Krosky is required to make restitu-
tion to his victims.

‘Predator’ to stay in jail

PORTSMOUTH — A cir-

cuit judge ruled that Roy
Young Jr., 32, who is serving a
six-year sentence for molesting
two girls, is a “sexually violent
predator” and will remain in state
custody even after his term is com-
pleted. A state law passed in 2003
allows sex offenders to be held if it
is proved that they’re likely to com-
mit similar acts.

Union contracts OK'd
LANSING — The state Civil
Service Commission ap-

proved pay contracts for unionized
state workers and set pay levels for
others not covered by union con-
tracts. The agreements include
pay increases of 10 percent spread
over three years. As a concession
to save the state money, most work-
ers will receive 38 hours of pay for
40-hour work weeks from January
until next November.

Waste ink dumping

SAN FRANCISCO — An

Oakland newspaper pub-
lishing company and two men
have been charged with crimes for
allegedly dumping hundreds of gal-
lons of waste ink in a vacant lot in
San Francisco.

Alameda  Publishing ~ Corp.,
which publishes the San Francisco
Post, the Richmond Post and the
Berkeley Tri-City Post as well as
the Spanish-language EI Mundo,
was charged with felony dumping
violations that could result in mil-
lions of dollars in fines.

The company has already paid
the $9,000 to clean up the site.

The company’s plant manager,
Victor Martinez, 61, has been ar-
rested along with William Araujo,
50. Both are charged with illegal
transportation and disposal of haz-
ardous waste and could be sen-
tenced to three years in state pris-
on if convicted.

Glass tower planned

WILMINGTON — A devel-

oper announced plans to
build a $65 million, 18-story glass
office tower in Wilmington. The
tower to be built by the Bucci-
ni-Pollin Group is the third specu-
lative downtown office building to
be announced this year. An office
tower without a lead tenant hasn’t
been erected in downtown Wilm-
ington for more than 10 years.

Permits for strippers

SAN ANTONIO — The City

Council on Friday approved
a measure that will require strip-
pers to wear permits while they
are on stage.

City Councilman Chip Haass
pushed the amended human dis-
play ordinance as making it easier
for police to identify dancers.

But a lawyer representing sever-

al strip clubs in the city said it
would also create a physical dan-
ger by making it easier for an ob-
sessed customer to find out a danc-
er’s real name and where she lives.

Attorney Jim Deegear has said
he will file a lawsuit challenging
the measure, which the 11-mem-
ber council passed unanimously
early Friday during a marathon
meeting that began Thursday after-

Deegear says the city’s strict
rules are part of an effort to drive
his clients out of business.

Llama mistaken for deer

MADISON — A hunter

faces two charges after
shooting a llama that he mistook
for a deer.

John M. Burger was charged
with trespassing and a misdemean-
or count of mistreatment of ani-
mals after he killed a llama named
Snicker Doodle Silk that was graz-
ing on land owned by Susan and
Kevin Kovacs.

According to a criminal com-
plaint, Burger was on land adja-
cent to the Kovacses’ property
when he shot the animal Nov. 9.

Burger told a Dane County sher-
iff's deputy he was in a tree stand
when he spotted an animal grazing
about 60 yards north.

Burger said he thought the ani-
mal was a deer, probably a doe,
and he waited for it to raise its
head. It did not and he shot at it.
He then walked toward the animal
and saw herds of llamas running
around, realizing his mistake.

Burger reported the accidental
shooting to the Kovacs family and
apologized.

The trespassing charge carries a
fine of up to $1,000 and the other
count carries a fine of up to
$10,000 and a nine-month jail
term.

Internet while camping

AUSTIN — Campers at five

state parks will soon be able
to check e-mail or browse the Inter-
net. The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department announced a pilot pro-
gram to offer high-speed wireless
Internet service at Choke Canyon,
Blanco, Balmorhea, Goose Island
and Ray Roberts Lake state parks
starting Jan. 1.

Security funding cut

MEMPHIS — US. Rep.
Harold Ford has asked
Homeland Security Director Tom
Ridge in a letter why Memphis’
homeland security funding has
been cut from $8.2 million to noth-

ing.

Ford indicated that the threat of
terror still exists in the city — a
major distribution hub with one of
the busiest cargo airports in the
world. The cut will affect funding
for first responders.

Mining project begins
BATTLE MOUNTAIN —
Newmont Mining Corp.

began construction on the contro-

versial Phoenix gold mine site
where copper and gold have been
mined for almost 150 years.

The $200 million project near
Battle Mountain raised concerns
over acid rock drainage and
long-term effects on nearby water.
A federal review found actions by
Newmont will minimize environ-
mental risks.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Obama signs hook deal worth $1.9M

US. Sen-elect Barack Obama, whose 1995 book
jumped onto best-seller lists after his keynote address to
the Democratic National Convention, has landed a
three-book deal worth $1.9 million.

Crown Publishing Group and Random House Chil-
dren’s Books, divisions of Random House Inc., an-
nounced Friday that Obama will write two books for
adults and one for children.

He'll be paid an $850,000 advance for each adult book
and $200,000 for the children’s book, said Obama spokes-
man Robert Gibbs. Proceeds from the children’s book,
which Obama will work on with his wife, Michelle, and
their two young daughters, will go to charity, Gibbs said.

The contract is contingent on the approval of the Sen-
ate Ethics Committee, he said.

Obama, 43, will become the sole black U.S. senator —
and only the fifth in history — when he is sworn in next
month.

Sheen, Richards expecting another child

Christmas has come early for Charlie Sheen and Den-
ise Richards.

The couple are expecting their second child, due in
June, People magazine reports. Their first, daughter Sam
Sheen, was born in
March.

“They are in-
credibly  thrilled
and T couldn’t

think of a better
Christmas present
for the both of
them and for little
Sam,” the maga-
zine quotes Rich-
ards’ agent, Chuck

Richards, 33,
and Sheen, 39,
married in June
2002. The couple
met while shooting the film “Good Advice” in 2000. They
began dating after Richards did guest spots on Sheen’s
former TV series, “Spin City.”

Richards and Sheen

Legal troubles continue for DMX

Rapper DMX was arrested for allegedly driving more
than 100 mph on a highway in the suburbs of New York
City, a week after he pleaded guilty to driving through an
airport parking gate while on drugs.

The 33-year-old rapper, whose real name is Earl Sim-
mons, was pulled over Wednesday evening on Interstate
684 after driving 104 mph in a 65 mph zone, police said.

Because his license had been suspended “after the air-
port incident, Simmons was arrested on charges of
third-degree aggravated unlicensed operation. State po-
lice said he was also charged with speeding and driving
an unregistered vehicle.

Simmons was released on $350 bail and ordered to ap-
pear in court Jan. 18 in North Castle, about 40 miles north
of New York City.

His lawyer, Murray Richman, said he could not com-
‘ment because he had not talked to the rapper.

Simmons was charged in June with smashing into a
gate with his vehicle at Kennedy Airport after tellmg a
parking lot attendant he was a federal agent. He later ad-
mitted to being on Valium at the time.

High-priced high rise for Murdoch

Rupert Murdoch, the billionaire CEO of News Corp.,
has offered to buy a three-story penthouse for $44 mil-
lion, which would be the highest price ever paid for a
Manhattan apartment if the deal
goes through.

Murdoch and his family must also
be approved by the co-op board of
the building, at 834 Fifth Avenue,
The New York Times reported Fri-
day, citing an unnamed source in-
formed of the negotiations.

Howard Rubenstein, a spokesman
for Murdoch, declined to comment
to the Times.

The New York Post, which is
owned by News Corp., reported last
week that the apartment, the former
home of Laurance S. Rockefeller,
had been sold — but did not name the buyer.

The 20-room apartment spans the 14th, 15th and 16th
floors of the building. It has 8,000 square feet of floor
space and spacious terraces on each floor. The monthly

fee is $21,469.07.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Murdoch

BY DAVID GERMAIN
The Associated Press

TORONTO
obby Darin wanted it all and pretty much got it:
Pop music stardom, success as a folk singer, a
reputation as one of the great stage showmen, ac-
claim as a movie actor.

‘When it came to his Darin film biography “Beyond the
Sea,” Kevin Spacey also wanted it all and pretty much got
it. Spacey starred, directed, co-wrote, sang and danced.

He’s even going on tour with a 19-piece big band to pro-
mote the film, crooning tunes from Darin’s eclectic reper-
toire, which includes “Splish-Splash,” “Mack the Knife,”
“Dream Lover,” “If I Were a Carpenter” and the movie’s
title track.

Multitasking to that extent is a risk for any actor. For
Spacey, the gamble is even greater, coming at a career
downturn in which his big-screen bankability has waned.

Since winning his second Academy Award for 1999's
“American Beauty,” Spacey, 45, has starred in four
straight studio flicks that proved to be critical and commer-
cial duds — “Pay It Forward,” “K-PAX,” “The Shipping
News” and “The Life of
David Gale.”

“The studio films I've
done, I was an actor for
hire, so the responsibili-
ty of being the btoryxell-
er wasn't mine,” Spacey
said in an interview at
September’s Toronto In-
ternational Film Festi-
val, where “Beyond the
Sea” premiered. “And in this case it is, so if this film works,
it's because of the vast talents of a great number of people,
and if it doesn’t, there’s nobody to blame but me. And I ac-
cept that going in. My eyes are wide open.”

Early reaction to the film has been lukewarm, though
Spacey earned praise for his warm, energetic performance
and spirited vocals.

Spacey had performed in musicals from his early teens
into his 20s, but good singing roles had since eluded him.
He said he chose to sing himself because he’s generally not
a fan of lip-synched performances, and relying on his own
voice allowed him to expand on the music without being
tied to Darin’s original vocal tracks.

“This wasn’t about an actor’s ego, wanting to get my
rocks off by singing in a movie. This was about trying to do
something that would honor him as an entertainer,”
Spacey said. “This is all about Bobby. It's about trying to re-
introduce people to his catalog and hoping that this film
will ignite a kind of recognition of his body of work that’s
just been denied too long.”

“Beyond the Sea” traces Darin’s cloistered childhood,
when he was afflicted with rheumatic fever, through his
varied recording and acting career, which culminated in
an Academy Award nomination for his role in 1963’s “Cap-
tain Newman, M.D.”

A Darin devotee since his teens, Spacey dreamed of mak-

&k It this film works, it’s because of the
vast talents of a great number of
people, and if it doesn’t, there’s
nobody to blame but me.9¥

An
unusual
suspect

Kevin Spacey directs,
acts, sings and swings
in new Bobby Darin biopic

Kevin Spacey performs during the “Beyond the Sea”
tour at Wiltern Theater in Los Angeles on Dec. 6.

ing “Beyond the Sea” for 12 years. Studios were unwilling
to finance a film about a comparatively forgotten singer
who died in 1973 at 37 after open-heart surgery.

“Every door slammed in my face,” said Spacey, who
eventuaily found overseas financing. “Politely, but every
door slammed in my face.”

Darin’s family also had objections, ﬁrsl, to the film itself,
second, to the thought that anyone’s voice but Darin’s
would be used for the soundtrack. Spacey gradually won
over Darin’s reluctant loved ones, including manager and
pal Steve Blauner, played by John Goodman, and son Dodd
from his marriage to teen idol Sandra Dee, played by Kate
Bosworth.

The film also co-stars Brenda Blethyn as Darin’s moth-
er, Caroline Aaron as his sister and Bob Hoskins as his
brother-in-law.

Hoskins recalls his initial skepticism when he met with
Spacey over dinner to discuss the film.

“He said, ‘’m going to direct it, 'm going to act in it, and
I'm going to sing the songs, and I'm doing the dancing.’
“Yeah, you are, are you? ” Hoskins said. “And he said, ‘Re-
ally, I am.’ Well, I thought, if anybody’s going to stick their
neck out that far, I'm going with them.”

Spacey has stuck his
neck out before. After a
successful early career
on stage, Spacey broke
into movies but found
himself typecast as sleaz-
es or outright monsters,
including the serial kill-
er of “Seven” and a
motor-mouthed low-life
in “The Usual Sus-
pects,” for which he won the supporting-actor Oscar.

Consciously trying to reinvent himself, Spacey bulled his
way to more varied roles with “L.A. Confidential,” “Mid-
night in the Garden of Good and Evil,” “The Negotiator,”
“L.A. Confidential” and “American Beauty,” for which he
won the best-actor Oscar as an acerbically funny husband
in a midlife crisis.

For the foreseeable future, though, Spacey plans to stick
largely to the stage.

“I'm going to be a theater rat for a while,” Spacey said.

“I'll probably doless movies than plays for the next five,
six, seven, eight years.”

Spacey took over this year as artistic director of Lon-
don’s Old Vic theater and plans to star in two plays there in
2005: Dennis McIntyre’s “National Anthems” and “The
Philadelphia Story,” the basis for the classic film comedy
starring Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant and James Stew-
art. Spacey will play Grant’s role as a conniving ex-hus-
band.

Spacey shrugs off his artistic misfires, including his re-
cent string of film flops, saying he wants to keep his career
focus on the long haul.

“There were a lot of years when people were really crap-
ping on Paul Simon. Whatever happened to Paul Simon?
He used to be good,” Spacey said. “Then ‘Graceland’ came
out, and everybody was in love with Paul Simon again.”

Kevin Spacey



PAGE 22

STARS AND STRIPES

Monday, December 20, 2004

Horoscope

Mercury dusts off his hands and
says, “Enough!” This process of
rehashing and reviewing is getting
old already! Yes, looking

sage. So now you know what you
are giving by looking hard and long
at what has come back at you.
Make adjustments accordingly.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
‘You're holding out for the one (job,
person, dress sale), and

back has a purpose, but it's . . its worth the y{an. Except
abouttme we figwred out  HOliday Mathis e wora “vai'is so
what to do with now. It will S passive, implying you're

take about three weeks for
Mercury to come complete-
Iy out of the shadow, and
this creates the illusion of
time stretching.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 20). Cele-
brate your power this year
— others take note and
give you even more rea-
sons to rejoice. Next month
is key in raising your financial status.
Ask for money due you or a de-
served raise. Your sex appeal is
unmistakable this year, and singles
have hot dates through the spring.
You could wind up with a Scorpio or
Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Put in the work required, and you'll
shine. Talent and willpower are
inextricably woven together. There
are no outstanding talents who are
not also outstandingly disciplined
when it comes to honing their craft.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You'll be blessed — and then
blessed again and again and ... too
much of a good thing can be bad for
you, making you feel overwhelmed.
Be judicious, and know when to
pass your bounty on to the next
person.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Because of your contagious zest for
life, you're the one who can help that
person with the defeatist “been
there, done that” attitude. It's lucky to
extend an invite and then take only
“yes” for an answer.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Growth is the word of the day. Think
of everything as alive — thoughts
are alive, energy is alive, and love is
alive. What's alive requires breath
and food. Feed and oxygenate your
relationship with the world.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Karma
zings back in fast motion — you'd
have to try hard not to get the mes-

4

twiddling your thumbs
until the perfect situation
arrives, which, of course,
you're not.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Uncon-
sciously, you're looking
for ways to reward your-
self for work that feels, at
the present time, largely
unrewarded. While you're
atit, you may as well go for big
rewards instead of piddly ones like
snack food.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The brimming excitement of the
season is getting to you — you're all
swept up and ready to give, give,
give. Or should | say, spend, spend,
spend? You can do the first without
overdoing the latter.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Someone seems to have cast
a spell on you, as you're moving
through the day in an enchanted
haze. Then again, this seeing reality
through a magical fog is kind of nice.
Enjoy it while it lasts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Some people resent being
stuck between a rock and a hard
place, but you wisely realize that this
usually means there’s nowhere to
go but up! Ask for a lifeline, and
helicopter your way out of a tough
situation.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Nothing breaks up monotony like the
warm feelings you get around good,
solid people. Sensational news on
the social front s featured — when
friends have something to celebrate,
you have do, too.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Life is like a jazz trio. When you're
given the opportunity to solo, play
your heart out! A shameless self-pro-
moter has something to teach you.
Take this lesson all the way to the
bank.

Creators Syndicate
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Foxtrot

B.C.

Dilbert Blondie Spider Man

Hagar

Garfield

Baby Blues

WHERE'S
DAD?

HE WENT To
BED EARLY.

HE DRANK HALF A
CARTON OF EGGNOG
BEFORE HE REALIZED
IT WAS A WEEK PAST

Yuek.
WILL HE
BE ok?

THE EXPIRATION DATE.

T'™ SURE ONCE.

Yovle
LAST<} STUPID YEARS |

AREYOUKIDDING T THIS 15 THE
SAKE STUPID REPUBLICAN DL
Ve BEEN SELLING FORTHE.

THENEW DEMOCRATIC PolL
ISACROSS THE AISLE THERE

WELL, MAYBE
A SPIDER

7 BLONDE!
WERE GONG TO )
__, BELATEN -

MEANING, MAYGE
You pon.

T WANT

ME TO BE N
KRAVEN'S MOVIE-~
- .

T WASN'T GETTING
ANY RESPONSES TO
MY ONLINE RESUME
UNTIL T INSERTED
OME KEY
WORDS .

1 SATD I'™M STRANGELY
ATTRACTED TO OLDER,
CHUBBY, MARRIED
MEN WITH COFFEE-
STAINED TEETH.

Wi dllbertcom _scoademsdsolcom

THAT Is
WRONG ON
SO MANY
LEVELS

1100 52004Scart Adams, Ine. D1 b UFS .

EXPLAIN
THAT 7O
MY SIX
THOUSAND
JjoB

OFFERS

e

1 HAVE A
GIFT FOR

90U, ..
LOWER AWAY,
GUVs!

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

|E

Across Down 26 Collegiate

1 Counterfeit 1 Rebuff a masher community
5 Bankroll 2 Stereo 27 Unexpected
8 Spill the beans artangement 2 Zwtf
12 South American 3 Latin 101 word bt 32_;0055

city 4 Constant sufferer mgrodiont
3 ;reuman concePt 5 | iterate and 53 pEedent
15 sgiee'where out informed 36 Country

6 Past 38 Peruvian

there v
16 Home 7 Extinct bird pack
18 Handgun 8 Londoner or 40 Pen name
20 Deflate, in a Liverpudiian 42 Commotions

sense 9 Pasta variety 43 Future stallion
21 Play area (Var.) 44 Give as an
23 People in general 10 Kelp, e.g. a6 gzaxmﬂem
24 Home 11 Harry's first lady S‘mppsox g
28 Pleasant 17 Fellow 47 Smpson
31 Computer button 19 Solemn pledge a7 Show —
32 :”"'”?“VE 22 Overwhelm hangen

awaiian

34 Year-end beverage 24 Proof abbr. 50 Felon's flight

25 Exploit
Answer to Previous Puzzle

Campus bigwig
Home
Brylcreem
quantity
Jodie Foster
movie
Vinegary
Proverbs
preceders
Home
Carriage
Hodgepodge
Pitch

Largest of the
seven

55 Ollie’s pal

56 Dash lengths
57 Crooned

12-20 CRYPTOQUIP

A Q MNRUATZ" T

VEPXCEZXCS,

EQS

S$XG MXGVF

OCXPEPVS TES ZNRCR AT

MXUOXGQF AQZRCRTZ.
Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF THERE’S
SOMETHING YOU DON'T WANT MOTHER TO
FIND OUT, DO YOU SAY “MOM’S THE WORD™?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals N
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Tupperware parties too costly

Dear Abby: 1 would like to
share my pet peeve with you. It's
being invited to “sales parties”
for Kitchenware, beauty prod-
ucts, etc. I can’t afford to spend
money at these so-called parties
because I have three children to
feed.

T would prefer not to
disclose my financial
situation to every person
who issues these invita-
tions, which arrive some-
times on a weeKly basis. T
have tried to tell friends
that I am busy that night,
and they either find out
that I really don’t have
plans or try to sign me up
for an “outside order.” I
have shared with a few
friends that I am on a
strict budget, and they
reply with “just come
and don’t buy anything.”

That’s not a workable solution,
because the consultants see the
word “no” as a challenge and
won’t take “no” for an answer.
Also, it's intimidating to see
everyone else pull out their
checkbooks. How can I get unin-

Dear Abby

vited permanently?
— Can’t Afford my Friends
in Albuquerque, N.M.
Dear Can’t: Real friends don’t
subject friends to embarrassment
or use them to get special deals
by promoting commercial prod-
ucts. Ignore the solicitations as
you would any other,
and don’t feel guilty. If
you're questioned, just
say you weren't interest-
ed in buying — it’s the
truth.

Dear Abby: 1 recent-
ly attended several
soccer practices for
6-year-olds. One boy on
the team, “Timmy,” is
50 obese he can barely
run. His mother
screams at him from
the sidelines, giving him direc-
tions every few minutes.
Sometimes the poor child
“runs” in the wrong direction and
scores for the opposing team. (I
personally believe he suffers
from ADD.) Timmy said to his
mother, “I can’t run!” — and he
can’t. His large belly and huge

thighs prevent him from running.
One can see his frustration.

After the game, each player is
given a paper sack of refresh-
ments. One time, it was a choco-
late cupcake, a bag of chips and a
cold drink. At the end of the
game, after the snacks, Timmy
ran to his mother. He was crying.
She was talking on her cell phone.

he said, “Here’s 50 cents — go
buy a candy bar.” My heart aches
for this boy.
— Concerned Parent,
Bloomington, Ind.

Dear Concerned: Since you
can’t change Timmy's mother,
speak to the coach. That's the
only person the boy should be
listening to during a game. Per-
haps the mother will take guid-
ance from the coach regarding a
healthy diet and exercise regi-
men for her son. Another thing
you might do is provide some
healthy snacks for the players
after the games, and organize the
other moms to do the same.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Accusation jeopardizes friendship

Dear Annie: vester-
day, “Gina,” my best
friend of 27 years, ac-
cused me of looking in
her wallet when she ran
into her house to get
something while I sat in
her minivan. I did not go
through her wallet.

In fact, I never even
touched it.

T 'swore to Gina that T
didn’t do anything, but
she insists she saw me
looking at her driver’s license
photo on the outside of her wal-
let.

But, Annie, she is mistaken. T
had my own wallet in my lap and
‘was looking through it, sorting
out my receipts and cash. I'm
sure she saw mine and thought it
was hers.

I never would do anything to
jeopardize our friendship. How
can I prove to Gina that I never
touched her things?

— West Lafayette, Ind.

Dear Indiana: A good friend
doesn’t assume the worst about
her pals, and then accuse them
of lying when they offer a reason-

Annie’s Mailbox

able explanation. She
doesn’t sound complete-
ly rational to us.

Since you value the
friendship, the easiest
way to remedy this is
1o apologize without
admitting guilt: “Gina,
I'm so sorry you
thought I looked in
your wallet. T would
never intentionally risk
our friendship. You
mean too much to me.”

Dear Annie: Re-
cently, our beloved mother
passed away without leaving a
will. During the last few years of
her life, she gave most of her
prized possessions to her chil-
dren and grandchildren so she
could watch us enjoy them.

Mom also told us that her
home and remaining possessions
were to be left to her youngest
son, who lived with her for the
last 10 years.

Those closest to her have abid-
ed by her wishes. However, one
granddaughter has called repeat-
edly, asking about the estate and

wanting to get her hands on the
items left to my brother.

We expect there will be a long
legal battle over this selfish girl’s
actions. Now we must deal with a
fight that would have shamed
and disgusted her grandmother.

T hope this letter serves to
encourage anyone who hasn’t
written a will to do so.

— Disappointed
in Bakersfield, Calif.

Dear Bakersfield: Greed can

be a powerful motivator, but if
this niece received mementos
from her grandmother equal to
what other grandchildren re-
ceived, there’s no reason for her
to believe she is entitled to more.
Is there anyone who can explain
to this misguided soul that she is
creating a tremendous amount of
ill-will for what ultimately may
be very little gain? No amount of
money can replace a loving
family.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirlon

JUNMUSLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

ZAUGE

2004 Tribune Media
‘Al Righis Reserved

1 just love
e smell of
the evergreen

WHAT THE FAMILY

DIP TO THEIR®
HOME FOR THE

HOLIDAYS.

UPPYP
SNODEC
OHONN®
ot urmble corn
URRUMM
Now arrange the circled letters to
[ ‘ j form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartcon.
WYYV TV VWV VN
%l 000000000
(Answers tomorrow)
Saturday's Jumbles: DEMON  COACH CLAUSE  MISERY
Answer:  Too many doughnuts may not be wholesome
but they are — "HOLE-SOME"

Family Circus

12-20
o 20s oK, o
B by i Peaires Sy

r write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

RAFFIT

Dennis the Menace

CAN 1 TRADE IN THIS TOY CAR You BROUSHT
ME LAST YEAR FUR ANEWER MODELZ"

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Civilization-slicker

“Is it too late to ask Santa to bring
me a baby sister?”
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File electronically with our
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

«eo it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CDNTA(.T STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD

24 hour e-mail & fax service

E-mail: clasad@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Fax
Phone:

Toll Free In Europe: Belgium: 0800-7802
B

Phone Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
‘Germany 06155601

155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Germany: 0800-1011-271
Italy: 300-730255 Splm 900-958304
8828 USA: 1-877-751-83!
Customer Service: 06155-1 6011&31 ar DSN 349-8437

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise of private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to [
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial aperations. Employment Rates apply for

Jobs Ofred and b Fis. Far Commercal o Enplayment ate infornation cntact Stas & s Csefed.

* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include

HasierCar, Chec o Noney Orer Plose do ot s cah. I an ad s 1t reEwed by the desgnate deadie,
it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,
MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 0 : 349-8203
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY [0 4 tines/4 days @ $20  [14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:
Your Name: Phone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES ddre

Visa/MC # (circle one):

Exp.Date:

Category #: Run Date(s):
ALy
L

T S R S R S Y N N R I B R R
T R R R S A T R R I Y R R B R A R R}
Scnﬂf‘ﬂlmzntm:

Intemational Address
opean Stars & Stripes European Star:

Classmed Advertisin
Unit 29480, APO AE

s &
TR et Hed Advarts tising
Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Department

afect the ntegral value of the ad, iee,

‘Deadline o place, cancel, or make any change to an ad 1 four business days prior t st date of publication. 1 the responsbilty of the advertser to contact Eurapean Stars & Stipes Classiied on the firt date of publication to contct enars. I the ad has a typographical rto, that does nat
misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bold, ialicized incorrecty; it will be corected, but o makegood will be given. Incorrect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model isted incorrectly willresult i a makegood for one
additional day. Stars & Stripes reservs the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. All classified advertisements are non-refundable.

Autos for Sale
German

Autos for Sale
Germany 142

Apha 168 93, bl 20 VO
5; ac,
e nlae

Announcements 040

/6. | Mercedes C180 ‘00, classic-
. | Selecton blk, automatic, a6, aiy
Wheels, wtariires. 60000k,

Motorcycles 164 _ | Auto Parts 180

Harley Davidson FLHS ‘89, [4 Wintertires aim new, size

yieYrebull engine, Boh wng | 2250RTS Mouniea "o Ma:
orics iheels Prica 300 suro bo. cal

355475630821 085512538 or 01712076208

win, dr 2900, call i 07 2 = "
SHOP AT Bifecithaodh & S Ti| D00 IO gport Utity Vehicle 172 | Auto Repairs 182
roomu 5 Duilcboycom ________ | ercedes £320 99 Euro spec. Sdoteprs
e, BB “ﬁs%“:; EElig R ey [p— our Trsnmigslon, or
| e 1506 M e O M | S ey manrsi@vahaocom ;' ran u:'“,,“;; B Eoone Sramaveds G o
b S e R T
o
PURCHASE B 7om %0 Gray poutc | M1 258, 505°,05 -
MAY BE F o, 150K mios, s oo, | leahor S ﬁs“gmga: Child Care Offered 290
|| euor 2.900 call 61786711575 00387-611 51 Trucks 174 o

Mercury Cougar ‘01, Ve,
val, I, s,

g 2| Smart Car 09 Fure grylack
$10,000 obo, call 09162.931738

am. . cd. ale, 35K em, 56 500

C ol cCsc2A tideds or
755

$2000

Car
Uive-out Nanny cceping. Onil-
Crevy. 510 90, sccan, s | 5. il ages Ki area’ Held

Pets 820

+Purchase of listed pels is at
buyrs T Goman Oog Cuo

PCS Sale 80

Computers 360

n_appliances, electronic
e

and iz o Sl PGSng | 9 Clu

an must sell call | Brcoqors ol namberen be
<10 MaNEY DOV | | e e Syt
Gl P"‘“ENTS’ e | G122 e Shamfion
e [ Person to Person 800 | e W, m“;ﬁ%""‘s cal

Chiistmas special Gocker Span
fel & Schnatizer, pure-bred, 400
uro, call 0048 692675630

Phone: 0700 2832 2255
www.goarmypc.com

Cparming Corman_Lady 1
). seoking seri

ous ve\amns\ it a el o
el o il 100 | Cy6 ogistored minaty
Tooma3tyaheo da - | dahshund puppies_avalebie
Companion dog and very

foving. Puppies come complets

Home Electronics 570

1,am looking for used AFN | AR

&,
S ot e o plEt's 2t By 5 i AN | e R ot ‘gmg 20,9 a0 g, &
*n wx | 81727435058 o 0632760657 | Gl 01752012076 bmaii | 40 fom Wusrzburg, seeking | tiona " [nformation . call
CASH ** || odge Neon £5 00 fed. cc; !“gg‘! Gorolla, 52, Gemen | ————~—— | Child Care Wanted 300 _| mroisveem@yanoo com e e biewe | 03354978885 or st o et
|| B8k s S ey 3l cong S00RirSS | Dodge Dakota SLP 03, met: |~ o st hip /e gshingdack-
GIVE AWAY || 5oy S0 omner SO T TSIV | ST 40 oot B8R | gt spck, chid o e poyPage i
BETWEEN ||>-- 0o it gl Al o for e aftomoons. Drver ic. | JobS Wanted 640 | 1 wouid ke o improve my engl. | Goiden Retrever micks pupies
|| Fore Ezcon 22 00 cprers i Tvaronoos oo cal e | e Y a0 o R | pipors, i e, vt
£c 22/ o foghr A o, | ben Gher and s pgpie | am looking | 22 Dec. for auro. Cal
NOV 22 - DEC 22| 5pec,” euro ) 2000 firm. | Autos Wanted 156 | Mazda B4000 S piup os | UTADCEEESBIAIIIN | | oy g G, speat | o o ol enc, | o 58 | 01604347017
o7 22038187 AutosWanted 156 _ | Me=18, 2S00 ol 557025 | Looking for responsible Nan- g tnend, | ar
" ool I PS8 (SR | o G 60 S S T e, o s
| 01 73K km wggod | Y- logne and Bremen emal m
Ford. KA 530 oo ok EU? | MERCEDES OR JAPANESE o ormasdabASaiSek | Keoping, reterences required. | 3171 obussYs or 017 4STEL0 | henamk@morerrmonTactd. | Papers & shots 450, call
Bi%rom DR UTIETCr | CAR OWNERS please call me Call 061316231755 Mainz 0655
e i || —_ToeBtons 1606222621 | Sl o ok ik ot e
your dollars with || — = """ o | awa ik osskdisod
oxclusive coupons | H7d Ce, 93, US spec o | Kinkca Autos for Sale
and $2000, u:auows 7155336 . |(ﬂ|y 144
Honda Civie LX 89, 151 grey.
a1 e | Buseansls 180
pre-screened and || cal 0011718608
reche oo | Renault Espace 00 Grand
SareneuienE *helehd | 300 auto ag‘/”na 32K i, 6
Frt Sl oo™t B8 ST
visit us at 8 319580 o) Rl acike

WWW.OCONUS.COM

Computers 360

Europs forseactanca cal
1503 AARELP.
or i sa. eurcpe

FIND 10005 of shops
Shipping to APOPO
www APOFPOShipping.com

o
- ALL CARS COMEWITH A WARRANTY - 2005 TOYOTA" S AND HONDA S -

Come see us! Turn left at the front gate.
Via Camisano 21,36100 Vicenza.ltaly ~Tel.0444-510306 Fax.0444-315512 carscars2001@yahoo.it

[Bad|Gr
eygdaynISiniplydbrings

HERCEDES 2051 U S SVER AT LA0CD
MERCEDES 3205 SPECS S

S 325 CONVER, U SPECS REDISLA CKLEATHER
05 TOVOTA CAMRY, S SPECS, IMMEDIATE ELIVERY

ENolCredit; NolRroblem! WE FINANCE!
our, LES whenyou come to deal’

S430M0)
s260M0.
sa65iM0.

S0,
RED RETRORACING

74, MM COOPER BEIGEIBLACK

US SPECS TAX FREE

Automotive

140

|
$24,995 2003 BMW 325i Sport

Military Car Sales
En
rheinmilitaryhg@t
Tel.: (0931) 2008480
(09721) 675 27 35 / (09721) 803013

www.militarycarsales.org

$29,995 2004 BMW 325Xi

$28,995 2002 D) x.
—— ‘W“

‘Sport Pkg, Automatic 5 Spd, Sunroof, Cruise Control
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Pets 820

Pekingese Puppies, AKC blood-
lines, " championmother, - calll
0031-485331145

Pets 820

Apartment Fun 860 _ | ApartmentFurn 860 _| Travel 1000

X',‘f:‘s’ Rental and Standard Issue Meets A New Standard

Pure breed Pug puppy and
French Bull Dog puppies and
ShiTzu_puppies with all_shots
and wormed with papers. call

ey PlankstadiHD near  PHV,
novated Apt

www pupplanet.com movales

Yorkaire, Jack Russol, West Temporary lodging, of apart
Highland and Mixed Puppies. All | Frankiurt, 120sq, fully fur, 4Bd, | ment, fully furn, near Leighton 4 1
e wih St s vt | 255, On Sz, B S | KL W abarr v ow, | Lyt estripes.osd.mi
Check 1777107300 Arsas (290 TTaIn&BUS,| Caanyime 0155255001 | “CHAY e N
i Garmise ot s

Larg 1 br_sparment.smal 3601 P DB ocep e STARSy#STRIPES
Apartment Unfurn 856 | Larg 1 br sparment, smai | Travel 1000 _ | Sseur PP DL occp, oo b1 | ao0s TS & MACKS CALL e e

B RSTRA ec. b terace: i lorsacs obaras i 06320 589967 our Homstown Newspaper

i

Apt Spain Costa Del Sol
275 wk + 497118828405
apbeachvacations. com

7T00eur ex gas & el
Shiela 06181-15593 Hanua area

sam, o
200 Euro+uil, call

Jobs Offered

\
Sony Military Sales

I looking for motivated,
independent and dependable account
representatives to work in the following stores:
Lakenheath, Aviano, Vicenza,
Bitburg, dahlem & heir

Weekend work is expected
and a valid ID card is required.
Interested parties should email a resume to:
sonyjob@eps-marketing.com

JOIN THE
STARSK S TRIPES
TEAM TODAYI
‘GRAPHIC ARTIST

Salary: $31,500- §35.000
Opening: Date 25-Jun-2004

A Date: NIA
Closing Date: UniilFiled

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
3VACANCIES
Salary: $32.000-538,000
Opening Date: 09 NOV 04
Cutoff Date: NIA
Closing Date: Uil Filled
OFFSET PRINT WORKER

$10.20 pr hour

LABORER

$8.51 per hour

How To Apply

ur army il

Resumes:

Fax Resume:
InPerson  European Stars & Stripes, Griesheim Kasern
Flughafenstrasse Geb 4319, Griesheim Germany
STARS AND

REASONABLE ACCOMODATI
APPLICANTS WITH
14

Chvilan: 011 +49 0161601433207
S)

S0
N: 49833207

I
What's your scene?

(TRavED
Fraes)

[FOOD]
Sw“n“s

cj\l‘lﬁ

:

STARSHZSTRIPES.

Your Homefswn Newspaper
Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your scene!

Religious Activities 8

WO M E N ‘s
C O NEERERNIGE, 20 0 5

|
- - . J o,
Reglatraclon dee T 30 Lacluding Luach 4
Sport Center * St. Leon-Rot, Germany (ne Heidelberg)
For Registration Information: Telephone: 06221-60320

hotmail.com = w

n * Walldorf =

7-36560
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Monday
9:30 am.Golf: Three Tour

ports,
Cha\lenge(d\d]
s, 1 pam-College basketball

rgin

N ia Tech (c
FIAVN 5p nrts.M: 250 o College babketball

i
7 IJ Co\lege hasketbaH
ina st. af Washingtor
Tuesday
.—Bowling: PBA Or-
23 a.m.—NFL: New

AFN-Sports, 1:30 am.
ange County biassic (dl
-Atlantic and Rac
England at Miami.
FN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NBA: Phoenix at Den-

RPN am._College basketball:
Prmceton £y Temp\e (@g).
ic, 11 am.—NFL: New England at
iz (Gl

AT:sports, noon—NBA: Phoeni at Den-
ver
ATN-Sports 330 pam—NBA; Memphis at

LA Lake
AFN-Sports, 7 pam—NEL: New England at
Miami (did).

Al Times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast Al I\stm%are Sb-
Visit
n.

v oran

College basketbal
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Saturday
1. llingis (9-0) did not play. Next: vs. Val-
pafaiso, Sunday,

Waiisas (1-0) beat South Carolina 64:60.

[y Wisconsin-Miiwaukee, Wednesday.
3, Georgia 1) lost to No. 22 Gonzaga

85173, Noxtsvs, Chariéston So, Wednesda
4, Oklahoma State (8-0) beat UNLV 79-

Norih Carolina (7-1) did not play. Next:
at \/\Wwa Tech, sinday.
et (.17 beat No. 14 Texas
s Nexty Ko bk weﬂnesﬂak
Duke (8-9) beat Ok\ahoma 867, Next:
Ve, lemsoty Sunda
8 Siracuse o 17%ean Drexel 74-54. Next:
vs, Cornell, M
5, Kent ucky 8 beat No. 13 Lousvile

. Next: vs. William & Mary, Wednesday.
16 Pitsburah (0) beat Coppin Siate
73.42, Next: vs. Richmond, Thursday.

11. Conneticut (4-1) aid not pray. Next: vs.
i

Norm {iaroiina state G 0) did not play.
ashington, Sunday,
33, Couisvile (5:3) 165t © No 9 Kentucky
60-58. Next: vs. IUPUI, Tue:
14, Texas (72 lost to o , Wako Forest
8988 Ceptenary, Wednesday,
15 Nizona 0D Beat M duewte g4,
Next: vs. Manhattan, Tuesday.
16, lowa (9-1) beat Western Carolina 88-75.
Next v, Toxas Tech, Tuesday.
bama (9-1) beat Tennessee St. 87.79.
Next: VNG o ey Wednesday:
& Wishington (71 did o play. Nexi:
No]. 12 North Carolina

Mississippi state (6:2) b
4 Next: s, Florida A&t Monday,

N an State (6 beat Delaware
State 63-45. Nex

s uClA Tuesday.
22. Gonzaga (3 1) eal 0. 3 GEOF%\H Tech
85-73. Next: vs, E. Washi ngmn Tues
23, Maryiand (5-2) did ot play. N
Florida State, Sul
24 Virginia 1) did ot lay. Next: vs.Loy-

St (13 Beat Northwestern
State 81-65. Next: vs. Jackson state, Monday.

Saturday’s men’s scores

Albany, K. 7L, varfiorg 59
amaddusas; Pitt.-Johnstown 75

>

Gett by rg 75n

Y.55
Lot 6, Emina 51
Pittsbure Coppin ﬂZ
futgers 83 Norfaik ot

fancis, baL 10, STiery Rock 44
St peter's o4 Fareigh Dickinson 91
t. Rose 72, Eckerd
&acuse 7o Droei 54
UMBC 84, Villa Julie 58
WestVirginia 77 James Madison 48
61, Merchant Marine 50

Alabama 87, Tennessee St. 79
Alice Lloyd| 67 Bereast

as W VEE
O anah Art 66

Kenluck‘ wesggygréﬂA Slenyile st. 73
i

1 84, Louisiana-Monroe 58
ton 64 Coastal Carolin 61

Wiiningto

Nicholls

Nova Southeastern 85 Fayettenil 5. 77
(d Dominion 86, ETSU 65

Rollins 52, Northeastern St, 44

Samord 71, Tenn. Temple 56

o

Southern Miss, 65,5 84
ustin 73, cemenary 70

Tulan i Savanra
IN

Wofford
Avizona g8, Marq umeoz

Charlesmn soumem 65

B0 8. i

Sradiey 76, b e

radiey 76, Pey

Buffal \y Rranan Wis. 65
Butler

e

enis
Coe 78, St. John's, Min

Eoncorda, Stb. B, Wie. RwerFaHsEB
Sopnerstons 116, Mary Grove 86

on
6D, N, Dakota st. 58
St 62 Tabor i

Frank\m&l Millikin

Hillsdale 67, Sl.Francs,H 58
Mlinois St 73 Lovala of hicago 67
1llinois Wes] yan93 Bel
Indiana T Vianehester 70
1o0a 88, - Carotin
John Carroil 71, Ohio Northern 64
ansas 64, South Carglina

nsas ¢

Kar , Texas-San Antonio 69
rance 53, Wiaoahwo 4

Loras 76, Northland 47

Malone 120, Ghig Dominican 114, 0T
imet:St. Josepi's 44

Ry St 55
, Monmouth, Il 53
Mayville S 75 lamestown +7
Mercyhur ginaw Valley t. 58

umcy'n,
ockford

, linols 7S¢ Wissou

s . 74, Chareston. w.
1 TankaHuror 79, E\ack Hils St 73
. Josepi's, In er I

L e e Te i Mo, 74
UCF 57, UMKC 56,

e Neb. 75, Auguetana SD. 12
willam Jeweil 72 Stoux Falls 56
Wilmington, Ohio 88, Marietta 18
Wright St. 7: jstown St

. Young:
Wyoming 68, Creighton 64
Abilene Chrstian 9, Grac

McMurry 82, Louisiana College
S. Nazarene'99, Southwestern,
Texas A&M-Kingsville 68, uanﬁand\e St.57
Texas Lutheran 60, Texas-Dallas 52
Texas-Tyler 8§ My Hardin-Bayior 95

. New Mexico St.
Wichita st T, Tolse

BYU:Hawai 90,5t Thomas. Aguinas 70
Gal Ply.SLO 85, Bominican, Calt
Cent. Arkans:

eorg;
ia Marymount 72, San ) Diego st.68

. Highlands 76, 1601
New Mowico 77, Tanndhzea ss
8klahoma Si 75, U

LV 67
8

67, Pacific 64
87, CsU-Chico 74
1 Cal 81, W. Michigan 74
Slanlord 72, UC baiis

2 5 ontana 46

ER
Utah Valley st. 72, Cleveland s. 63

Washington 8t 59, Ponlznd 54
Weber St. 85, Eion 5

Dadge Holday ¢ classuc
Nevada 83, E.1linois &7

lace
1daho <. 7L, Hor.\da Adlantic &7

Champions :
wis-Whitepater 65
Las Vegds Invi Invnzuonal
irst
Pittsbur St. 83, £ New Mexmo 63
Spa Ci

Cham plonihlg
Henderson st. &7 Tuskegee &5

MissourtRolla L Ouacma %
8 classic

Notre bame Colt $1 Madoma 69
Tiffin 136, Penn St.-Beaver 64

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

1 15U (10:0 beat o Missouri st. 66:54
Nekt: at UC Santa Barbara, Tuesday.

5:Sinford (5.0) beat Missouri 1155, Next:
atfio. Tennessee, Tuesday,

3, Duke (10-1) béat No. 70 purdue 66-45.
Next;at Ball tate, Mondl.

4, Texas (5-2) did no play. Next: vs.
Texas-Arlington, Tuesday,

e of play. Next:

North Carolin (&:1) id n
s, Georgia St
e S 5 ot piy Nort va Hor:
unday.
7. Notre Dame (9-1) did not play. Next: at
irquette, Sun
eecticut t-1) dd not play. Next: at
Fennassee (6-3) did not play. Next: vs.
o S (62) play.

23 Arizona State. Tuesday.
0. emo §me G beat oregun 73.58.

o5-

a5 v Vicoina Tech.
Minnesota (&-2)did not play.

osmn cofegﬁ% 1 did not pay. Next:
ine:
) SGecrgla 075)"did not play. Next: at
ona, su
SRR i not play. Next atHlinos,
\/Vanaermlt 7D did not play. Next: vs.
o0 al Malibu ol Monagy. 2 Nt v
Maryland ) Gt play. Next: s,
Coppin State. Monday.
P ouRion §id not play. Nexts at
Lopg Beach State, Monday,
Purdue (6-3) lost to No. 3 Duke 66-48.
NGt i Socth Dakota st Tesday Dot 35
21.DePaul (7-2) did not play. Next: at St. Pe-
eat Clemson 66-51. Next:

y, Dec. 29,
New hixico
xt: vs. No. 8 Connecticut, Tuesday.
lowa (9-0) beat Drake 80-63. Next
Western lingi, Tuesday.

25, Kansas State (6-2) beat Alabama 71-52.
Next:at Villanova, Tuesday, Dec. 28.

Saturday’s women’s scores

Bowling Green 80, 5( Franms Pa.74
Canisius 81. Buffalo

fider 70 Mol St Wry's, id. 57
RotGars s, Ci

Seten el i Manm (Onio) 58,07

's, N.Y.59, N.J. City 46

3 ARTRIers T8, Felcian S

Appalachian . 63, UNG-Greensboro 41

Armstrong Atfantic 60. Wars Hil 45
‘Ashland 69, Lenoir-Ryn
Balhaven 83, Vartin Methodist 61

Coppin St sﬁ Bucknell 51
ET ord 51
2 Gt Coaae s, Molloy 74
Fla. International 61, Marsha\l 58
Florida ALM 63, Stefso

Fexas: Arlington 70
Georg:asomhem 2. W, Carolina 79

aim &
ekt ¢ Nagy

lohnson G, smith 9 ) Blumbia Union 34
Kenlucksy 50, UAB 6
L Norfol’ st 56
. Sam Houston St. 72

i<iAnaafa

munyd LY 43
S B e o, 55
2 firoiess Bethune Cuskinan 64

South Hor a8 h? nt 38
Southern U: &3, bt HeseSt 8
Bl

Wt NSanaced peltast. 63

MIDWEST
Albion 84, Hope 72

Belmont 66, Ind.-Pur..Ft. Wayne 48
Black Hills 5t 74,51 Tanka:Huron 65

Brad\er J7-Jackson st 40
dhun-Wallace 52
nati 73y Alab
Eorarsiona s Siet Nazarene 48
Sreighion 58 Nebraska 57
71, S. Dakota Tech 69
oit

Heideloerg 52, iram
1ll-Chicago 78, SE Missouri 76

X it Lous
North Dakota 11 Feri St. 55
NOFE BaraConic E€ i
n 61, Johncarmn 55
Qierbein st MouKtU
an.

an Eay claire 62
Shawnee St 60, Malon
South bakofa 7, Northern st s.0.61
&rmg iy Olivet 64

o 7 Missou
Tiffin 88,

Valiaraish 35 Lovola of Chicago 61
Wis.-Green Bay 85, Santa Clara 69
Wis-Oshkosh 74, St Norbert 62
is.-River Falls 19, Lakeland 49
Xavier 70, Akro

NeMurry 73, lomsmnaCoH ]
OKlahoma 85, Louisiana T

., Ark.:Monticello 64
Texas Luiheran co; Texas Dallas 51
Y076, Southern Cal 73

Colorad 4% pacifl 42

Washington s4, Washington st.s3
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Las Vegas Duel in the Desert-Gray
irst Roune
Iowa st 8 & Kentucky 76
UNLVEL N Avizona &9
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College football

Bowl glance
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New Orleans Bowl
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North Texas 10
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mr’.’&’ .’li"'
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ANK MCNAMARA

CHECKING CNBC FINANCIAL NEWS
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GUYS, WE MIGHT BE
N
BASIC AGREEMENT WITH
b
ADEAL ON £TEROIDS.

NOOOO! REOPEN
THE CONTRACT AND
WE'LL END UP FLYING

COACHI NoooO!

RELAX, RELAX.

17U NEVER
COME TO THAT.
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Men’s giant slalom results

d aly
(Run times th Parentheses)

1. Thomas 'Grandi, Canada, 2:34.23
il
Raich, Austria, 2:3480
899,
o Bider Ciche, switzerland, 2:35.14
711997,
Maler, Austria, 2:35.14
ippe Roy, Canada, 2:35.32
| Word cup Standings
(After 13 Events)
Bode Mmer United States, 798 points.
Ma-er Austra 79

Damn Rahlves, ited Slales, 306
ord Cup Gant Slalor

ar_es)
fermann Maler, Austria, 216,
Hode Mile States, 200.
o Grénd) Canada 160,
LRSrRR oraay
Benjamin Raich, AUstria, 163.

Saturday’s transactions

amBiSEBML
\merican
QAKLAND ATHLETICS Fr0cd LHP Mark
Ider to St. Louis for RHP Dan Haren, RHP
R A

iational Basketball Association
AVALIERS ~Suspended

m?‘a ec. N
II.WAUI(( BUCKS—Signed G Eddie

Hol
PHOENIX SUNS—Activated F Jackson Vro-

man from the injured fist. Walved G Yuta
abuse.

FOOTEALL
National Football Leagu
CINCINNATI BENGAI
i on I reserve, Slqned B Bufney
Wison toa e vear confract
ENVER BRONCOS—Signed BT Demetrin

&
NEW ENGLAND pAmms Placed CB Ty-
rone Poole on injured reserve.
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KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Heidelberg’s men and
women swept the titles in the
24th  annual Kaiserslautern
Christmas Tournament on Sun-
day.

Heidelberg’s Generals defeat-
ed Ramstein 70-68 in the final of
the men’s event; the Lady Gener-
als turned back Kaiserslautern
66-61 to complete an unbeaten
run through the tournament.

Heidelberg men 70, Ram-
stein 68: Former Schweinfurt
star Terrance Flemon disrupted
Ramstein’s inbounds play with
nine seconds remaining to pre-
serve the victory.

After  Heidelberg’s  Troy
Adams missed the front end of a
one-and-one with 12 seconds
left, Ramstein’s Germichael
Kelley attempted to push the re-
bound down the floor. But Flem-
on cut him off in Heidelberg’s
end and forced Kelley to call a
timeout.

“I told the team I didn’t want
Ramstein to be inbounding the
ball towards the basket,” said
Heidelberg coach Bobby Seaber-
ry, whose team lost to Ramstein

73-72 in Sunday’s first game. “I
wanted them to bring the ball
backward, to have to go as many
feet as possible.”

To ensure that, Seaberry in-
structed Flemon, who finished
with 13 points eight rebounds, to
jump up and down in front of
Ramstein veteran Kenny Bean.
Bean was forced to pass the ball
in to Robert Batite in the Heidel-
berg forecourt, and the Generals
cut him off as he dribbled to-
ward the Ramstein end. With
time running out, Batiste passed
wide to Pete Lenoir, whose
off-balance  desperation shot
from nearly midcourt fell wide
and short.

‘Adams led Heidelberg with 18
points, half of them on
three-pointers. Adams scored a
field goal and free throw in the
final 2:30 for the decisive mar-
gin; Andre Barnes, who earlier
had coached the Lady Generals
to their title, added the 70th
point on one of two free throws.

Craig Marcelin, the Armed
Forces team mainstay who had
scored 19 points in Heidelberg’s
78-70 vlctory over Ramstein in

winners-bracket
final, added 10 points for Heidel-
berg. Kenyatta Mack had 14

Heidelberg takes both titles
in K-town hoop tournament

points, nine rebounds and a
blocked shot for the Generals.

Austin Layton led the Rams
with 18 points. Ramstein got 13
from Larry Sengal, 12 from Ba-
tiste and 11 from Troy Miles.
But the Rams managed to sink
only two field goals in the last
6:11 of the game.

“I told the team that if this
game was close, there was no
way Ramstein was going to get
the ball at the end,” Seaberry
said.

Heidelberg lost to Ramstein in
last season’s U.S. Forces Europe
title game.

Heidelberg women 66, Kai-
serslautern 61: The Lady Gen-
erals were playing without lead-
ing scorer and rebounder Tiffa-
ny Collins, who averaged 19
points in Heidelberg’s previous
two victories here but was play-
ing with her German league
team on Sunday, but the Lady
Generals got 17 points each
from Nina Beamon and Tina Bar-
nes to take up the slack.

“Everyone pulled together
and played together,” Barnes
said of his team, which also was
missing veteran scoring threat
Rhonda Williams because of in-
jury. “We believed in one anoth-
er, and that’s a big deal.”

U.S. Army Spc. Jason Baldwin, center, of Rochelle, Ill., who was wound-
ed in action, stands with other military personnel honoring the flag
prior to the start of the game between the Dallas Mavericks and the
Atlanta Hawks on Saturday night in Dallas. Nearly 140 season-ticket
holders donated their front row tickets so the soldiers could enjoy the
game. The Mavericks defeated the Hawks 90-68.

Mavs’ stiff defense
too much for Hawks

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DALLAS — The Dallas Maver-
icks got instant results from a
two-day crash course in defense.
Then again, it helped that they
were playing the Atlanta Hawks.

The Hawks matched a fran-
chise-low by scoring 28 points in
the first half and the Mavericks
wound up tying a franchise low
for points allowed in a game in a
90-68 victory Saturday night.

“It was what I expected after a
couple days of practice,” Dallas
coach Don Nelson said.

Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with
15 points and 12 rebounds, de-
spite losing his front teeth. His
gritty performance was fitting
considering 137 U.S. soldiers
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan
sat in front-row seats.

The soldiers from Brooke
Army Medical Center near San
Antonio were flown in as part of a
thank-you campaign thought up
by a season-ticket holder, with
more than $150,000 in courtside
seats donated by fellow sea-
son-ticket holders. The soldiers
— all wearing matching T-shirts
and many with their injuries

quite apparent — received a
standing ovation after the first
quarter.

Nowitzki was hit in the mouth
by teammate Jason Terry and At-
lanta’s Jason Collier while going
for a rebound a few minutes in.

He returned late in the first
quarter without the dental bridge
that comprises most of his top
teeth. He had it put back in at half-
time with a cream a team employ-
ee bought at a drug store during
the first half.

“I was lucky enough that my
dentist was actually at the game,”
Nowitzki said. “He came in and
fixed it real quick. I've got to go
back and see him [Sunday].”

Nowitzki played 32 minutes,
making five of 12 shots and un-
characteristically missing five of
10 foul shots. It hardly mattered,
though, because of how poorly
the Hawks played.

Atlanta opened with seven
straight misses and made just one
of its first 15 shots. The Hawks

Forward Dirk Nowitzki led the
Mavericks with 15 points and 12

rebounds despite h:
bridge knocked out
quarter of Saturday’s victory.

didn’t get a basket from a starter
until there was 1:23 left in the
first quarter and they finished the
period with just 12 points. They
had 16 in the second quarter, get-
ting the last two on foul shots with
0.5 seconds left, giving them just
28 at halftime for the fourth time
in franchise history.

Their 68 points set a season low
for the second time in three
games; they had 69 against Hous-
ton on Wednesday. Atlanta shot
just 33 percent in losing its fifth
straight, keeping the Hawks
stuck at four wins, second worst
in the NBA.

“The first and second quarters
were a disaster offensively,”
coach Mike Woodson said. “We
just couldn’t make our shots. We
lost our confidence a little bit
shooting the ball.”

Considering that the Hawks
missed layups, dunks and 10 of
their first 14 free throws during
the slow start, it’s hard to credit
the Mavs’ defense too much. But
Dallas, which had lost its last
three at home, was coming off
two long practices in which coach
Don Nelson tried regaining the de-
fensive intensity his players
showed when they started the sea-
son 7-1.
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Iverson gets season-best 54

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — A night after
the Philadelphia 76ers had a dis-
heartening loss, Allen Iverson
made sure it wouldn’t happen
again by playing one of the best
games of his stellar career.

Iverson scored a season-high
54 points, including his 15,000th
career point, and the Sixers won
for the fourth time in five games,
earning a 116-97 victory over the
Milwaukee Bucks on Saturday

night.

“I called his play as many times
as I possibly
could, and it
makes my job
a lot easier,”
Philadelphia
coach Jim
O’Brien said.

It was the seventh time in Iver-
son’s nine-year career that he had
scored at least 50 points in a regu-
lar-season game, and he has done
it three times in the playoffs.

His career-high is S8 points
against Houston in an overtime
game on Jan. 15, 2002, and the 54
points tied his second-highest
scoring total in a regular-season
game.

NBA
roundup

The Bucks tried several differ-
ent defenders against the
five-time All-Star, but none could
slow him. He made 17 of 29 shots
and 16 of 21 free throws, grab-
bing eight rebounds before exit-
ing with 2:34 left and the Sixers
leading 106-87.

 Iverson said he did not mind sit-
the final minutes of a

tempting to set a career high.

“Honestly, and I can't be any
truer than this, all I wanted was
for the Milwaukee Bucks to be
down one point once there were
all zeroes on the board,” he said.

The Sixers blew a 19-point,
fourth-quarter lead in an over-
time loss to New York on Friday
night. They opened an 18-point,
third-quarter lead against Mil-
waukee, but watched as the
Bucks pulled within 64-63 on
Michael Redd’s 3-pointer with
4:44 left in the quarter.

Philadelphia, though, went on a
9-0 run to open a 10-point lead
and the Bucks came no closer
than seven points the rest of the
game, and no closer than nine in
the fourth quarter.

“We’re starting to get some
things, and four out of five
(games won) is a good indicator,”
O’Brien said.

Milwaukee, decimated by inju-
ries, has gone 3-14 since starting
the season 3-1.

“The biggest thing for us was
we struggled offensively and we
are just really limited as to what
we can run because of all the new
guys,” Milwaukee coach Terry
Porter said.

Iverson is the seventh active
player and 93rd in NBA history to
score 15,000 points. He scored 33
first-half points, making 12 of 17
shots and six of seven free
throws.

His 17-foot jump shot with 6:19
left in the second quarter gave
him 15,001 points.

Philadelphia 76ers’ Allen Iverson (3) puts up a shot around Milwaukee
Bucks’ Desmond Mason in the first quarter Saturday in Milwaukee.

Bobcats 101, Rockets 100
(OT): Bloodied in the final sec-
onds of overtime, Emeka Okafor
battled for a critical loose ball
that helped expansion Charlotte
secure its first winning streak.

Okafor also had 23 points and
17 rebounds, his 12th consecutive
game in double figures in both cat-
egories.

Keith Bogans finished with 19
points, Gerald Wallace had 15,
and Jamal Sampson had 11 re-
bounds for the Bobcats, who won
their second straight game and
fifth consecutive at the Charlotte
Coliseum.

Tracy McGrady scored 29 for
the Rockets.

Magic 117, Nuggets 95: At Or-
lando, Fla, Cuttino Mobley
scored 19 points to lead a bal-
anced attack, and Orlando
snapped a three-game losing
streak by beating weary and
wounded Denver.

Orlando shot a season-high 58.1
percent, had six players score in
double figures, and tied its season
best with 30 assists.

Trail Blazers 75, Pistons 74:
Darius Miles made a free throw
with 0.5 seconds remaining, lift-
ing visiting Portland over Detroit.

Nick Van Exel led Portland
with 14 points, and Miles added
13.

Rasheed Wallace had 17 points
and 12 rebounds, while Chauncey
Billups finished with 16. Richard
Hamilton scored 11, but missed
19 of 22 shots.

Celtics 114, Cavaliers 107
(OT): At Cleveland, Paul Pierce
scored 34 points and Gary Payton
made a crucial three-pointer and
three free throws in the final 1:17
to help Boston snap Cleveland’s
nine-game, home-winning streak.

Payton’s three-pointer from the
left wing came 14 seconds after
LeBron James fouled out, leaving
the Cavaliers without their lead-
ing scorer when they needed him
most.

Suns 110, Wizards 96: Shawn
Marion had a season-high 36
points and 14 rebounds, and Quen-
tin Richardson added 19 points
for the host Suns.

Leading scorer Amare Stou-
demire got in foul trouble and
had just eight points in 22 min-
utes for Phoenix, snapping his
team-best streak of double-digit
games at 53. But Steven Hunter
filled in, tying his career high
with 17 points, including two put-
backs late in the game that locked
up the Suns’ eighth straight win
and franchise-best 17th win in 18
games.

Bulls 85, Pacers 71: At Chica-
g0, Eddy Curry had season highs
with 23 points and 13 rebounds,
and Chicago earned its first
three-game winning streak in two
years.

The Bulls last had a
three-game winning streak in De-
cember 2002, but haven’t won
four in a row since 1998 when
their last championship team ran
off 13 straight victories.

Spurs 104, Warriors 85: At
San Antonio, Tony Parker and
Manu Ginobili each scored 21
points, including 15 straight in
the second quarter, in leading
San Antonio over Golden State.

Tim Duncan added 12 points
for the Spurs, who extended their
winning streak to four games and
beat the Warriors for the 15th
straight time at home.

Jason Richardson led the War-
riors with 22 points, 16 in the first
half.
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Shell interested in

Dolphins’

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Former Oakland
Raiders coach Art Shell is inter-
ested in the Miami Dolphins’ job,
possibly joining LSU coach Nick
Saban as a candidate, an NFL
source with knowledge of the job
search said Saturday.

Shell might receive an inter-
view, the
source said on
condition  of

Sports [P
: By inter-
briefs viewing Shell,
the NFL'’s se-

nior vice president for football op-
erations, Miami would comply
with a league requirement that
teams interview a minority candi-
date for any coaching vacancy.

Shell became the first black
coach of the modern era in 1989
with the Raiders, but he hasn’t
been a head coach since 1994.

Dolphins interim coach Jim
Bates is also expected to inter-
view for the job. Preparing his
team to play the New England Pa-
triots, Bates said he advised man-
agement he wants to wait until
after the game to discuss plans
for an interview.

“I told them I didn’t want any-
thing to distract me from Monday
night’s game,” Bates said.

Saban, the only coach the Dol-
phins have confirmed is a candi-
date, said he has had no contact
with Miami since interviewing
Tuesday with owner Wayne Hui-
zenga and president Eddie Jones
in Baton Rouge, La.

“I don’t have a timetable,”
Saban said. “I don’t know what
their timetable is. ... They need
time to go through the process
and the things they need to do,
and we’ll make a decision as soon
as we get the parameters of what
the job basically entails.”

If offered the Dolphins job,
Saban said, his decision won’t be

easy.

“It's especially difficult when
you have such a good job that you
enjoy so much, and have a tremen-
dous amount of gratitude for the
opportunity to continue to have

"TIR
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vacancy

success here because of the tre-
mendous support,” he said.

In five seasons at Louisiana
State, Saban has won two South-
eastern Conference titles and the
2003 BCS national championship.
He’s preparing LSU for a game
against Iowa in the Capital One
Bowl on Jan. 1 in Orlando, and his
possible departure has alarmed
Tigers fans.

The Dolphins declined to com-
ment Saturday on their search.
Saban has been considered the fa-
vorite for the job ever since coach
Dave Wannstedt resigned last
month after Miami started the
season 1-8.

Shell, a Hall of Fame offensive
tackle, played for the Oak-
land-Los Angeles Raiders from
1968-82 and had a 56-41 record
coaching the Raiders from
1989-94. He led them to three
playoff berths and to the AFC title
game in 1991

He also worked as an assistant
coach for the Raiders, Kansas
City and Atlanta.

Grandi wins first Cup GS

ALTA BADIA, Italy — Cana-
da’s Thomas Grandi won a giant
slalom Sunday for his first World
Cup victory in his 12 seasons on
the circuit.

Austria’s Benjamin Raich was
second and Switzerland’s Didier
Cuche and Austria’s Hermann
Maier shared third.

Bode Miller missed a gate and
did not finish his second run, re-
ducing the American’s lead in the
overall standings. Winner of six
of 13 races this season, Miller still
holds a 798-479 points lead on
Maier.

Miller said he skied over a rock
during his first run and was in
20th place, perhaps causing him
to be too aggressive in the second
run.

Grandi became the first Canadi-
an man to win a World Cup race
since Cary Mullen at Aspen,
Colo., in 1994. Grandi was second
after the first run. He covered the
steep and twisting Gran Risa
course in a two-run time of 2 min-
utes, 34.23 seconds.

wEgTERW

Judges go
Johnson’s
way in bout
with Tarver

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Glen
Johnson knows what it’s like to
puthis fate in the hands of box-
ing judges and have decisions
g0 against him.

So, he was prepared for the
worst Saturday night. He got
the best.

Johnson, a virtual unknown
until knocking out Roy Jones
Jr., three months ago, won a
spllt decision over Antonio

arver in a matchup of the
s best light heavy-

“My hean was beating real
fast,” he said with a smile
when asked if he was con-
cerned about the outcome. “I
came out ahead, which doesn’t
happen too often. I'm just
thankful.”

The Staples Center crowd
cheered throughout the final
round, and when it ended, both
fighters thrust their fists into
the air, proclaiming victory.

The winner proved to be
J ohnson, who overcame Tarv-
er’s 4-inch height advantage to
win, mainly by being the ag-
gressor through most of the
12-round bout.

The 35-year-old Johnson
raised his record to 42-9-2
with 28 knockouts. He didn’t
begin to box until he was 20,
and turned professional three
years later.

Johnson won his first 32 pro-
fessional fights but was 9-9-2
in his most recent 20 before
Saturday night. He thought he
won many of those that he lost,
but the judges involved ruled
otherwise.

“I fought my best fight, the
outcome is what it is,” he said.

Judges Melvina Lathan and
Chuck Giampa scored the bout
115-113 in favor of Johnson.
Judge Marty Denkin had it
116-112 for Tarver.

The Associated Press scored
it 115-113 for Tarver.

The 6-foot-2'2 Tarver, a
solid favorite, said he thought
he won by dictating the pace
and throwing the harder
punches.

“It could have gone either
way. I closed strong,” Tarver
said.

Lathan and Giampa didn’t
think so, with each giving
Johnson the final three
rounds.

Tarver, a southpaw, said he
injured his left hand when he
hit Johnson in the fourth or
fifth round.

“My best weapon was taken
away from me,” he said.
“That’s boxing. It's a tough
sport, man. We both fought
like warriors. We prepared for
the best Glen Johnson. He’s
proven to be a worthy champi-
on. Tonight’s his night.

“We'll be back. That’s the
mark of a champion — if you
can come back from defeat.
We all know I can. Congratula-
tions to Glen.”

Washington Redskins Walt Har

CCONTRA COSTA TIMES/KRT

comes up with a fourth quarter inter-

ception as intended 49ers receiver Curtis Conway watches.

Skins capitalize
on 49ers’ errors

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Antonio
Pierce found out just how easy it
has become to beat the San Fran-
cisco 49ers: Simply stand in one
place and allow their mistakes to
find you.

ot

goals, the Redskins’ task would
have been much tougher.

But when teams face San Fran-
cisco (2-12), they've got plenty of
‘margin for all sorts of errors.

“The thing that I am proudest
of is just the way they fight,”
coach Joe Gibbs said. “I think our
guys fight hard every week, and

e L
his first NFL touchdown on an in-
terception thrown by Ken Dors-
ey, who hit Pierce between the
numbers deep in Redskins territo-
ry with 48 seconds left in the first
half.

Pierce returned it 78 yards for
ascore in a 26-16 victory on Satur-
day. Though the Redskins com-
mitted many of the same penal-
ties, mistakes and lapses that
have plagued their season, he real-
izes Washington’s problems pale
in comparison to San Francisco’s

“San Francisco, they're going
to improve in the future, but we
felt this was a game we should
have, no excuses,” said Pierce,
who had the biggest of Washing-
ton’s four interceptions. “It was
78 yards to the end zone? I knew
there was a reason I was tired.”

Patrick Ramsey passed for 214
yards and a touchdown, Clinton
Portis rushed for 110 yards and
Rod Gardner caught six passes
for 111 yards — but the Redskins
(5-9) were disappointed in their
offense, which scored its only
touchdown on the opening drive.

“We had an opportunity to lose
that game if our defense didn’t
play so well,” Ramsey said. “[The
offense is] contributing more, but
not as much as we would like.
We've just got to get the ball in
the end zone.”

Washington also committed 11
penalties for 93 yards to stay on
pace to break the franchise
record. Without newcomer Jeff
Chandler, who kicked four field

ings are not that
pretty. We Just fought and played
hard.”

The Redskins took a 19-point
lead late in the first half, and the
sturdy defense shut out the Nin-
ers’ offense for more than 45 min-
utes between Brandon Lloyd’s
early TD catch and Curtis Con-
way’s scoring grab with 4:26 left.

Dorsey, making his fifth start
in place of injured Tim Rattay,
doubled his interception total for
the season, including three in the
first half. He finished 20-for-38
for 206 yards, but the 49ers re-
mained on track for the top draft
pick with more of the bland of-
fense and step-slow defense that
has defined their season.

“Defensively, time after time
after time, we kept ourselves in
the football game,” 49ers coach
Dennis Erickson said. “We just
didn’t make the plays we needed
to, throwing the football.”

With season-ending losses to
Buffalo and New England, San
Francisco could match the worst
records in franchise history, set
in 1978 and 1979.

“Two very costly decisions,
that's how I sum up this game,”
Dorsey said, referring to two of
his first-half interceptions. “At
the end of the half, yowve got to
get at least three points out of
that. That’s all things you've got
to learn from and make sure don’t
happen again.”

Star linebacker LaVar Ar-
rington returned to the Redskins’
lineup after missing 11 weeks
with a knee injury.
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Steelers, Roethlisherger
keep going straight ahead

BY ToM CANAVAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The main thing separating Ben
Roethlisberger and Eli Manning
on Saturday was the Pittsburgh
Steelers’ rookie quarterback
made his biggest plays with the
game on the line.

Roethlisberger threw for a sea-
son-high 316 yards and hit four
straight passes to set up Jerome
Bettis’ game-winning 1-yard run
with 4:57 to go, leading the Pitts-
burgh Steelers to a 33-30 win over
the New York Giants.

“Iam amazed, but he is an awe-
some quarterback,” receiver Ant-
waan Randle El said after Roeth-
lisberger led the Steelers (13-1) to
a team-record 12th straight win
and handed the Giants (5-9) a sev-
enth straight loss.

“He might have a long way to
go, but he has this great poise,”
said Randle El, who caught five
passes for 149 yards and a TD
and also threw his first career
TD. “You can have all the ability
in the world, but if you don’t have
to the poise to do if, it won't hap-

en.”

Roethlisberger, who has not
lost in 25 straight college and pro
starts, showed his poise in mov-
ing the Steelers from their 33 to
the New York 8 after a Tiki Bar-
ber 1-yard run had given New
York a 30-26 lead.

“He has been making good deci-
sions with games on the line,”
coach Bill Cowher said of the
11th pick in the NFL Draft. “In
the fourth quarter, he has a feel
for the game and an understand-
ing of the game, and he manages
itwell.”

Until Saturday, Manning has
struggled in losing his first four
starts. The No. 1 pick in the draft
was horrible in his past two
games and seemingly had lost his
confidence.

Using a game plan filled with
plays he liked, Manning found
himself ainst the NFL's
top-ranked defense. He threw
two touchdown passes and set up
Barber’s go-ahead touchdown
with three completions of 15
yards or more.

“Ihad fun because we were get-
ting some stuff done,” said Man-

Steelers receiver Antwaan Randle El (82) runs away from Giants corner-
the first half. Each of recept
in the first half went for more than 30 yards, including a 35-yard TD.

back Will Allen after a receptior

ning, who completed 16 of 23 for
182 yards. “We were making
plays, running the ball, the line
was protecting, receivers were
making catches. We got in a
rhythm, and it was back to play-
ing football again. It was a good
feeling.”

Ruelhllsbezger hit five passes

more yards in a
much hyped matchup with Man-
ning, who only had one longer
than 20 yards.

The two talked before the game
and they congratulated each
other after it was over.

“Idon’t ever want to remember
what it is like to lose,” said Roeth-
lisberger, who also threw two in-
terceptions.

Randle El caught a 3S-yard
touchdown pass and threw a
10-yard shovel pass to Verron
Haynes for a touchdown. Jeff
Reed kicked four field goals,
Hines Ward had nine catches for
134 yards despite finishing the
game with a hip pointer and Bet-
tis ran for 140 yards for the Steel-
ers.

tions

Manning threw touchdown
passes of 2 yards to Jerem;
Shockey and 1 yard to Marcellus
Rivers. e it Amani

v
Toomer with two 17-yard passes
and he added a 15-yarder to Ike
Hilliard to set up Barber's
go-ahead TD run.

Manning was sacked on a
2 pmnt conversion attempt.

erger then sand-
wlched passes of 9 and 11 yards
to Ward around a dump off to Bet-
tis before hitting Randle El for 36
yards to the Giants 8. Three
Straight runs by Bettis got the ball
in the end zone.

Willie Williams picked off a
deep throw to a tripped Toomer
on the next series, and the Steel-
ers ran out the clock.

Giants receiver Willie Ponder
took the opening kickoff 91 yards
for a score. It was the Giants’ first

game-opening kickoff return for a
touchdown in a regular-season
home game in their 80-year histo-

The Steelers used trickery to
tie the game with Randle EI mak-
ing the shovel pass after taking a
lateral from Roethlisberger.

Vick: Turnovers costly for Panthers

VICK, FROM BACK PAGE

Delhomme was 24-for-35 for
340 yards, but he had two big fum-
bles and the game-deciding inter-
ception. Muhsin Muhammad had
10 receptions for 135 yards.

The Falcons jumped to a 10-0
lead, only to have the Panthers tie
it up before halftime. Atlanta
seemed to be in control after scor-
ing on its first two possessions of
the second half, but the Panthers
responded with three  straight
TDs in the fourth quarter.

Mangum caught an

11-yard touchdown pass from Del-
homme, then Julius Peppers
stunned Vick with a 60-yard fum-
ble return for a touchdown.

Brentson Buckner knocked the
ball away from Vick, and Peppers
grabbed it out of the air with one
hand, sprinting the other way
without being touched to tie it up
with 10:09 remaining.

The Falcons regained the mo-
mentum with some trickery on
the ensuing kickoff. Allen Ros-
sum flipped a lateral pass to
DeAngelo Hall, who went 48
yards before being shoved out of

bounds.

Alge Crumpler fumbled that
chance away at Carolina 22. Ar-
trell Hawkins knocked the ball
away and Dan Morgan recov-

"ihe Panthers quickly drove for
their first lead of the night.

Delhomme’s 43-yard pass to
Keary Colbert was the big play,
and Nick Goings ran 5 yards for a
touchdown with 3:37 left in the
fourth quarter.

That was enough time for Vick
and the Falcons to make a come-
back of their own.

NFL scoreboard

INDIVIDUAL STATISTI

East
W L T Pct PF PA
x-New England 12 1 0 .923 365 217
N.Y. Jets 9 4 0 6% 260 192
Buffalo 7 6 0 .538297 231
Miami 211 0 154 213 289
uth
x-Indianapolis 10 3 0 .769 454 277
Jacksonville 7 6 0 .538220 228
58 0 385250 312
Tennessee 49 0 308269343
North
x-Pittsburgh 13 1 0 .929 323 220
Baltimore 850 6\5 Z7EI 205
Cincinnati 670
Cleveland 310 0 231 267 345
West
san Diego 103 0 769 370 262
Denver 8 5 0 .615294 229
Kansas City. 5 8 0 .385390 364
‘Oakland 4 9 0 .308 244 363
National Conference
East
WL PF
x-Philadelphia 12 1 0 .923 357 195
Dallas 5 8 0 .385 249
N.Y. Giants 5 9 0 .357 253 300
‘Washington 9 0 .357 2
ith
x-Atlanta 1 3 0 .786 301 283
Carolina 68 0 429300 298
Tampa 5 8 0 .385 257 234
New Orleans 5 8 0 .385 280 357
North
Green Bay 85 0 61533 307
nesota 760 53838313
Detroit 58 0 3823128
Chicago 5 8 0 .385 199 257
West
Seattle 7 6 0 .538 305 289
St. Louis. 670 462 zsn 325
Arizona 490
San Francisco 513 0 3és 248 390

x-clinched division
urday's games
Pittsburgh 33, N.Y. Giants 30
Washington 26, San Francisco 16
Atlanta 34, Carolina 31, 0T
Sunday’s games
Houston at Chicago
Minnesota at Detroit
Seattle at N.Y. Jets
Denver at Kansas City
ffalo at Ci
Dallas at pm\aae\pma
San Diego at Cleveland
St. Louis at Arizona
New Orleans at Tampa Bay
Jacksonville at Green Bay
Tennessee at Oaklan
Baltimore atIndianapolis
y's game
New England a« M\amv

's game.
Green Bay at ety
turday, Dec. 25
Oakland at Kansas City
Denver at Tennessee
Sunday, Dec. 26

hicago at Detroit
San Diego at Indianapolis
Baltimore at Pittsburgh
Houston at Jacksonville

New England at N.Y. Jets
Arizona at Seat
/ashington at Dallas
Carolina at Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Miami
y, Dec. 27
Philadelphia at St Louis

Saturday
Steelers 33, Giants 30
Pittsburgh 1010 310-33
New York 14 010 6-30
rst Qua

NY—Ponder Sl k\ckoff remm (Christie
kick), :1

Pv( Haynes 10 pass from Randle El (Reed

key 2 pass
Vit ah.
PR—FGReed 33,19,

from  Manning

nd Quar
pit—Randle EI 55 ass am? Roethlisberger
(Reed kick), 5:
B b Recd 21, :14.
“Third

Quarter

6, 4:
R —Rivers 1 past from Manning (Chri

Kick), :29.
Fourth Quarter
Pit—FG Reed 28,
N Barber 1 i (pacs e, 515,
Pit—Bettis 1 run (Reed kick), 4:57.
A-T8,

First downs 27 18
Total Net Yards a9 218
Rushes-yards 39160 219
ing 309 18
Punt Returns (2) 00
ickoff Returns 6127 8259
Interceptions et 10 212
Comp-Al 19292 16231
SockadNards Lost 317
Punts. 0000 3340
Fumbles-Lost 00 00
nalties-Yards 214 555
Time of posseteion 343 2417

ics
voh,  Bettls 36140,
Haynes 2.21, Roethlisberger 1-(minus 1).
New York, Barber 1876, Manning 2-18,
Dayne 1-2.

Passing—| Roetblisberger
18-28-2-316, Rzndle EI 1-1:0-10. New York,
Manning 1

urgh, Ward 9-134, Randle
o TR s S /s L1z Bettls 1-3.
New York, Barber 5-36, Hilliard 3-34, Shockey
3173, Toomer 2.34, Tyree 1-45, inn 1-13, Rv-

S
Missed field goals—None.

Redskins 26, 49ers 16

Washington 716 3 0-2
san Francisco 720 7-16

iarter
Was—Royal 12 pass from Ramsey (Chan-
dierkich), 4.
Lloyd 17 pass from Dorsey (Peterson
i, &
econd Quarter
Was—FG Chandler 49, 14:45.
Wes—Fachandler 25, 828
Was—FG Chandler 2
SF—safety, Tupa Kiekod biocked punt out
of endzone, 2:08.
Was—! Plerce 78 interception return (Chan-
dierkick), :48.

hird Quarter
Was—Fa Chandler 2 3132
ourth

uarter
SF—Conway e ass from Dorsey (eter-
son kick), 426
A—65,

Was  SF
First downs. 715
Total Net Yards 37 254
Rushes-yards 40128 1855
ssing 209 199
Punt Returns 38 113
Kickoff Returns 242 8165
Interceptions Ret. 4147 00
Comp-Att-Int 18210 20384
sacked-Yards Lost 15
Punts 35 7387
Fumbles-Lost 1110
Penalties-Yards 1078 435
ime of Possession 3659 2301
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

ing--Washington, ortis 35110, Gard:
oS e oy s 15 San
nomusm Hicks 11-37, Barlow 6-18, Dorsey

Washington, sey
T rancisco, Doreey

e g ngton, Gardner, 6111,
oY Chaey Portis 3-20, Royal

et 113 Sah Francisco. EJonmion
Lioyd 4-51, Wilson 3-40, Conway 3-24,

(s 2-18,

m 27 o"‘h

ed field goals—None.

Falcons 34, Panthers 31 (OT)

010 0210-31
7314 73-%

carolina
Atlanta

rst Quarter
Atl—Finneran 3 pass from Vick (Feely
Kick), 7:16.

econd Quarter
Al Fecly 37, 1411,
—Muhammad 6 pass from Delhomme
(Kasay Kick), 725
ar-FGKasay 21

hird Quarter
Atl—Dunn 6 run (Feely kick), 6
5.Ati—White 12 pass from Vick (Feely Kick),

Fourth Quarter
langum 11 pass from Delhomme

Ky K Bt

Car-Peppers 60 fumble return (Kasay

Kick), 1
Car—Goings Srun (kesay kiek), 37,
Atl-vik 12 run (Feely k.ck),

rtime.
Atl-FG Feely 3, o
70,845.

car At
First downs. 2 2
Total Net Yards 75 33
Rushes-yards 2561 38204
passing 314 130
Punt Returns 28 345
Kickoff Returns 588 6188
Interceptions Ret. 22 130
Comp-Att-Int 24351 11-282
Sacked-Yards Lost 426 420
Punts 3483 2430
Fumbles-Lost 63 32
Penalties-Yards 750 666
Time of Possession 0:48 3237

29:
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Carolina, Goings 24-61, Delhom-
-0, Atlanta, Dunn 28-134, Vick 8-68,

, Delhomme 24-35-1-340.
Tl 1

% arolina, Muhammad 10-135,
Vangam 5. Goings et o,
Seidman 2-29, Hoover 2-11, Colbert 1-43. At-
fanta, White 3:71, Crumpl \er 3-38, Finneran
319, Jenkins 1-22, Price 1-4.

Missed field goal—Atlanta, Feely 45 (WL).

Calendar

Jan. 2 — Regular season ends.
Jan. 8-9 — Wild-card playoffs.
Jan. 15-16 — Divisional playoffs.
Jan. 23 — Conference Championships.
Feb.6 ~ super Sow, Jacksonvile, Fa.
Feb. 13 — Pro Bowl, Honolulu.
Feb Boataren Scouting combine, India-
napolis.
Apr

23-24 — NFL draft, New York.
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to proposed
Johnson deal

From wire reports

NEW YORK — The megadeal
involving Randy Johnson, Shawn
Green and Javier Vazquez grew
to 10 players Saturday, with the
New York Yankees, Arizona and
Los Angeles hoping to present the
proposed trade to the commission-
er’s office soon for approval.

Pitchers Kaz
Ishii, Mike Ko-
plove and Bran-
don  Weeden
are now part of
the deal, a base-
ball official
told The Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity.

The teams were aiming to put
the whole deal down on paper
this weekend and give it to the
commissioner’s office perhaps by
Monday.

The deal needs permission be-
cause it involves more than $1 mil-
lion — as it stands, the Yankees
would pay $2 million of Ishii’s con-
tract.

Plus, there might be a spinoff to
the deal. There’s speculation the
Dodgers might get Vazquez from
the Yankees and then trade the
pitcher to the Chicago White Sox.

Johnson remains the center-
piece of the trade, with the Yan-
kees trying to get the five-time Cy
Young winner from Arizona. New
York also would acquire Ishii, a
left-hander who went 13-8 with a
4.71 ERA for Los Angeles last sea-
son.

Johnson has a no-trade clause,
but wants to play for the Yankees.
Green also has a no-trade provi-
sion, and the Dodgers outfielder
has not yet waived it to play for
Arizona.

The Diamondbacks might be
able to get Green to come to the
desert, though — his former
agent, Jeff Moorad, is Arizona’s
new chief executive officer.

3

Though talks stalled several
weeks ago, GM Omar Minaya's

it to the Dominican Republic
indicates the New York Mets may
be renewing their efforts to ac-
quire Sammy Sosa, above.

Mets GM Minaya travels
to Dominican to visit Sosa

Sammy Sosa renewed his vows
with wife, Sonia, on Saturday in
the Dominican Republic. Mets
General Manager Omar Minaya
attended the religious service,
and appears to be renewing his ef-
forts to obtain the slugger.

Privately, Mets insiders say
their differences with the Cubs on
finances were like
day” when talks stalled several
weeks ago, and that with no other
serious suitors and Sosa’s recent-
ly diminished production, Chi
go brass will need to cave in finan-
cially before any deal can be con-
summated. One team official said
the team had “cooled” on Sosa.

Yet Minaya spoke at length at
Thursday’s news conference in
Flushing to introduce Pedro Mar-
tinez about his ambition to make
the Mets omnipresent in the Do-
minican Republic, the organiza-
tion every prospect there dreams
about. Adding Sosa certainly fits
that goal.

Minaya also revealed that sev-
eral players under contract to
other teams have contacted him
since Martinez committed to the
Mets.

You know how to
play the game,
but do you know
how to win?
Play the NFL Challenge at
www.stripes.com or
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each week
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“secret code” above and DOUBLE
your point total for the week!
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Athletics trade LHP Mulder
to Cards for three prospects

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oak-
land Athletics traded their second
top starter in three days, sending
left-hander Mark Mulder to the
National League champion St.
Louis Cardinals on Saturday for a
package of prospects.

Mulder follows Tim Hudson
out of town, leavmg Barry Zito as
the only remaining member of
Oakland’s vaunted “Big Three”
pitchers.

Hudson was dealt to Atlanta on
Thursday for three mostly un-
proven players.

Mulder could be the top-notch
pitcher the Cardinals sorely
lacked when they got swept by
the Boston Red Sox in the World
Series, but that's if he’s healthy.

In return, the A’s acquired
pitchers Danny Haren and Kiko
Calero and minor league catcher
Daric Barton.

“We're extremely excited to
have obtained a pitcher of Mark’s
caliber,” Cardinals General Man-
ager Walt Jocketty said. “He is
the top of the rotation-type pitch-
er we've been working hard to ob-
tain this offseason. It was difficult
to part with the three players we
traded but to acquire someone
like Mulder we felt that this deal
worked for us in several ways.”

Mulder replaces Woody Will-
iams, who was not offered salary
arbitration by the Cardinals and
signed a free-agent deal earlier
this month with San Diego. Mul-
der will join Chris Carpenter,
Jason Marquis, Jeff Suppan and
Matt Morris in a rotation where
all five pitchers won at least 15
games last season. Morris might
not be available until May after
going undergoing offseason shoul-
der surgery.

Mark Mulder was the second top
starter to be traded by the Oak-
land Athletics in three days.

Mulder might have some
health questions of his own, espe-
cially after his perplexing finish
to last season.

The 6-foot-6 lefty, the AL start-
er in the All-Star Game, seemed
destined for Cy Young award con-
sideration midway through the
season, but went winless in_his
last seven starts — 0-4 with a 7.27

ERA.

On Aug. 24, he became the first
17-game winner in the majors,
then didn’t win again. There was
speculation he was hurt and not
telling anyone.

Mulder missed the end of the
2003 season with a stress fracture
in his right leg near the hip, then
pitched a team-high 225%s in-
nings in 2004.

He repeatedly claimed to be
healthy despite a drop in his veloc-
ity late in the year. Manager Ken
Macha said the day after the sea-

son Mulder probably did become
worn down by his heavy work
load.

Mulder (17-8) pitched so poor-
ly during the playoff push, the A’s
briefly considered skipping his
turn and using September callup
Joe Blanton during the final week-
end against Anaheim. Mulder did
get the call, but was knocked out
after two innings, his shortest out-
ing of the season — and the A’s
wound up missing the playoffs for
the first time in five years.

He was drafted second overall
by the A’s in 1998 and was signed
through the 2005 season with a
club option to return in 2006.

After Hudson was swapped to
the Braves, the news of Mulder’s
departure was even more shock-
ing. At least in Hudson’s case,
there had been rumors swirling.

“What, you've got to be kidding
me,” outfielder Eric Byrnes said
of Mulder being traded. “an. I
don’t know what to tell you.”

Haren, a 24-year-old
right-hander, was 3-3 with a 4.50
ERA in 14 games, including five
starts, in three stints with the Car-
dinals last season.

Calero went 3-1 with two saves
and a 2.78 ERA in 41 relief ap-
pearances for St. Louis in 2004, al-
lowing a .176 opponent batting av-
erage.

Barton was the Cardinals’
first-round pick (28th overall) in
2003. He spent last season at Sin-
gle-A Peoria, where he batted
.313 with 13 home runs and 77
RBIs.

This was the first major league
trade between the clubs since the
A’s dealt Mark McGwire to St.
Louis on July 31, 1997, for T.J.
Mathews and minor league pitch-
ers Blake Stein and Eric Lud-
wick.

AP Sports Writer R.8. Fallstrom contrib-
uted to this story.

D.C. mayor Williams staking career
on saving Washington baseball deal

BY BRETT ZONGKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mayor An-
thony A. Williams is staking his
political career on whether his
plan to bring Major League Base-
ball to the nation’s capital is ap-
proved in the next two weeks.

Mayors are elected to lead and
not be “a mirror and just reflect
what people are saying,” Will-
iams said on “Fox News Sunday
with Chris Wallace.”

“Ten, 20 percent of the time
you're elected to do what you
think is in the best interests of the
city,” Williams said. “If people
don’t agree with that they can
throw you out next time. And I
think this is one of those issues.”

The city’s deal to transform the
Montreal Expos into the Washing-
ton Nationals and build a $440 mil-
lion stadium along the Anacostia
River waterfront has a Dec. 31
deadline with baseball owners.
The District of Columbia Council

approved an
alternate
plan  Tues-
day that re-
quires  pri-
vate funding
for half the
y stadium con-
struction
costs, a provi-
sion baseball
rejected as
“wholly unac-
ceptable.”

Williams is planning to meet
with Council Chairman Linda W.
Cropp on Monday to try to sort
out a compromise that could in-
clude private financing as well as
guarantees for baseball. City offi-
cials are trying to arrange a meet-
ing with baseball as well, he said.

“I actually am somewhat hope-
ful and optimistic that we can
work something out,” Williams
said.

Williams defended his stadium

funding plan, saying it is “public
only insofar as the city is involved
in it, but it’s really private, in that
the largest businesses of the city
have stood up voluntarily” to pay
a special tax to help build the sta-
dium.

Critics have said the deal for
publicly financed bonds is one of
the most generous they have ever
seen for Major League Baseball.

Cropp said she is willing to call
a special council session during
the holidays to come up with an
agreement, but baseball was not
yet on the agenda Sunday for the
final scheduled meeting of the
year on Dec. 21, said Mark
Johnson, a spokesman for Cropp.

The mayor and members of the
D.C. Council were invited to par-
ticipate in a town hall meeting on
the issue Monday night, orga-

d by a pro-baseball group.
About 350 city residents were ex-
pected to attend, representing
both sides of the issue, the group
said.
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Gonzaga

regains

its swagger with
upset of Ga. Tech

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The Gonzaga
Bulldogs showed they belonged
on the floor with a top-5 team.
That wasn’t the case earlier in
this young season.

Adam Morrison scored 24
points to lift No. 22 Gonzaga to an
85-73 victory Saturday night over
No. 3 Georgia Tech in the Las
Vegas Showdown.

In the opener of the double-
header, No. 4 Oklahoma State
beat UNLV 79-67.

Derek Raivio tied a career high
with 21 points on 11-0f-18 shoot-
ing for Gonzaga (8-1), which
earned its biggest victory since
beating No. 3 Missouri on Dec.
13, 2003.

During Thanksgiving weekend,
Gonzaga faced No. 1 Illinois and
was beaten by 17 points in the
Wooden Tradition in Indianapo-

lis.

The Bulldogs have turned
(hmgs around in a hurry.

e looked like a JV team
agamst Tllinois,” Gonzaga coach
Mark Few said. “So our approach
for this game was different. I'm
proud of how we came out and
played tough. You have to play
tough against the great teams and

it is what we did.”

Will Bynum scored a ca-
reer-high 28 points, going
9-for-16 from the field and 7-for-8
from the free throw line. But it
wasn’t enough for the Yellow
Jackets (7-1), who lost for the
first time since fallmg to Connecti-
cut in last season’s NCAA tourna-
‘ment championship game.

Gonzaga led 45-41 at halftime
and then held Georgia Tech score-
less for the first 4:46 of the second
half. The Bulldogs twice built
leads of 15 points, the second
time at 68-53 with 10:28 left.

The Yellow Jackets closed to
75-70 with 3:28 left, but Gonzaga
pulled away late.

“We didn’t attack their zone
well,” Georgia Tech coach Paul
Hewitt said. “Defensively, we
didn’t play as well as we are capa-
ble of. They had too many chanc-
es to drive down the middle of the
floor.”

Ronny Turiaf had 17 points and
10 rebounds for Gonzaga and
Sean Mallon added 11 points.

B.J. Elder scored 16 points and
Jarrett Jack added 15 for Georgia
Tech. The Yellow Jackets’ re-
serves  outscored  Gonzaga’s
bench players 30-4.

Georgia Tech wasn’t helped by
the late start time. The tip was
after midnight EST, the time zone
the Yellow Jackets are used to
and traveled from.

“In all fairness to them, this
was a hard game,” Few said. “It
was a 12:30 am. start and they
had to come across the country.”

Gonzaga led 14-8 before Geor-
gia Tech went on a 22-9 run to
build its largest lead of the game,
30-23 with 8:41 left in the first
half. Gonzaga refused to fold, re-

Oklahoma State’s John Lucas
drives for the basket against
UNLYV guard Jerel Blassingame.

sponding with a 9-0 run of its own
on the way to taking charge of the
game.

No. 4 Oklahoma St. 79, UNLV
67: By halftime, Oklahoma State
had shaken off the rust from a
week-long break for exams. The
Cowboys went on a 15-point run
to erase an early four-point defi-
cit.

Joey Graham had 20 points and
John Lucas added 17 for the Cow-
boys (8-0) as the Final Four team
from a year ago remained unde-
feated.

“We are better than last year’s
team,” said Graham, who led
Oklahoma State with seven re-
bounds. “We have added so many
assets.”

UNLV, down by as many as 16
points, halved the deficit to 71-63
with 1:47 to play thanks to five
straight points from Romel Beck.

Seconds later, however, Ivan
McFarlin’s dunk capped a perfect-
ly executed fast break in helping
the Cowboys close the game on
an 8-4 run.

“We quit sharing the ball. That
is not what this team is about,”
Graham said about letting UNLV
back in the game.

McFarlin also had 17 points for
the Cowboys, who forced 21 turn-
overs and held UNLV to 40 per-
cent shooting in their first action
since beating Alabama-Birming-
ham 86 73 eight days earlier.

had 25 points for UNLV
(3—4) and Jerel  Blassingame
added 19 and nine assists.

Graham and McFarlin had
seven rebounds apiece as the
Cowboys held a 38-33 advantage
on the boards.

“We didn’t back away in the sec-
ond half,” UNLV coach Lon
Kruger said. “We found out that
we have to be more physical.

“Oklahoma State is very strong
and quick, and we didn’t over-
come that.”

AP
Erroll Knight, left, and Adam Morrison celebrate Gonzaga's 85-73 win over Georgia Tech on Saturday night.
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No. 2 Kansas holds off Gamecocks

The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Russell
Robinson scored four points in
the final 36 seconds, allowing No.
2 Kansas to escape with a 64-60
victory over South Carolina Satur-
day night in a game in which the
Gamecocks led most of the way.

South Carolina (5-2), a 17-point
underdog in its first road game,
came out with a full-court pres-
sure defense and seized an 11-0
lead over the fumble-fingered
Jayhawks.

Kansas (7-0) committed five
turnovers and
had a shot
blocked in its
first six posses-
sions and didn’t
get s first lead
until Keith
Langford fed Christian Moody in-
side to make it 54-52 with 5:03 to

Men's
Top 25

roundup

go.

Wayne Simien had 20 points
and 11 rebounds for Kansas, de-
spite leaving the game for about 5
minutes in the second half after
injuring his right thumb. He re-
turned with the thumb heavily
taped.

No. 6 Wake Forest 89, No. 14
Texas 88: At Winston-Salem,
N.C., Chris Paul had 23 points
and 12 assists and Eric Williams
added 19 points, helping Wake
Forest (9-1) hold off Texas (7-2).

Kenton Paulino missed an
18-foot jumper just before the
buzzer that would have won it for
the Longhorns.

No. 7 Duke 78, Oklahoma 67:
At New York, J.J. Redick had 19
of his 26 points in the second half
and Daniel Ewing had 12 of his 17
after halftime, leading Duke’s
comeback.

The Blue Devils, who trailed
39-29 at halftime, are 8-0 for the
fourth time in five seasons.

No. 8 Syracuse 74, Drexel 54:
At Syracuse, N.Y., Hakim War-
rick scored 21 points and Darryl

AP

Drexel’s Jeremiah King is thoroughly fouled by Syracuse’s Craig Forth
during the first half of the eighth-ranked Orange’s 74-54 victory.

Watkins had 14 points and 13 re-
‘bounds for Syracuse (9-1). The Or-
ange won their second straight
after a loss to No. 4 Oklahoma
State and did it by dominating the
boards against Drexel (3-4).

No. 9 Kentucky 60, No. 13
Louisville 58: At Louisville,
Patrick Sparks made three free
throws with 0.6 seconds left to
cap his 25-point performance and
complete a comeback from a
16-point deficit by Kentucky
(7-1). Louisville (6-2) went ahead
58-57 on Larry O’Bannon’s two
free throws with 15 seconds left.

No. 10 Pittsburgh 73, Coppin
St. 42: At Pittsburgh, Chris Taft
scored 18 points and grabbed 11
rebounds for Pittsburgh (8-0).
Carl Krauser added 17 points for
the Panthers.

No. 15 Arizona 48, Marquette
43: At Milwaukee, with leading

scorer Salim Stoudamire
benched, Arizona (7-2) relied on
Chris Rodgers’ 16 points and key
late layup to beat Marquette
(9-1). It was the Arizona’s lowest
scoring output in nearly 20 years.

No. 16 lowa 88, W. Carolina
75: At Iowa City, lowa, Jeff Hor-
ner scored 17 of his 20 points in
the second half, almost sin-
gle-handedly breaking open what
had been a tight game.

Towa (9-1) led by only seven
after a sloppy first half, and West-
ern Carolina (5-7) hung around
for a while in the second half be-
fore Horner took over.

No. 17 Alabama 87, Tennes-
see St. 79: At Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
Chuck Davis scored 24 points,
grabbed 12 rebounds and blocked
seven shots to lead Alabama.

Alabama (9-1) never trailed in
the game and led by as many as

25 points in the second half be-
fore Tennessee State rallied late,
mostly against reserves.

Kennedy Winston scored 19
points for Alabama, while Ear-
nest Shelton had 15.

No. 19 George Washington
85, Towson 69: At Washington,
D.C., Pops Mensah-Bonsu scored
15 points and Ricky Lucas added
13 of his season-high 14 points in
the second half to help George
Washington (7-1) win its seventh
straight.

Omar Williams scored 10 of his
12 points in the first 10 minutes of
the second half, and finished with
eight rebounds for the Colonials.

No. 20 Mississippi St. 80,
Xavier 74: At Cincinnati, Win-
some Frazier emerged from a
deep shooting slump by scoring
20 points and No. 20 Mississippi
State kept its road streak going by
beating Xavier.

The Bulldogs (9-2) won their
14th straight road game, the long-
est current streak in Division I.
Mississippi State shot a sea-
son-high 54 percent from the
field.

Xavier (2-4) has lost three con-
secutive home games.

No. 21 Michigan St. 63, Dela-
ware St. 45: At East Lansing,
Mich., Chris Hill had 14 points, in-
cluding four three-pointers,
Kelvin Torbert added 12 points
and Shannon Brown had 10 for
the Spartans (6-2).

No. 25 Cincinnati 81, North-
western St. 65: At Cincinnati,
Jason Maxiell scored 21 points, in”
cluding 14 in the second half, to
lead Cincinnati (7-0), which is
ranked for the first time this sea-
son.

The game was coach Bob Hug-
gins’ 500th at Cincinnati, where
he is 381-119.

Tramaine Hancock scored 12
points and Clifton Lee added 11 to
lead Northwestern State (S-5),
which lost its third straight after a
five-game winning streak.

Spadafora
the star as
Gettysburg
tops Navy

The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS — Mike Spadafo-
ra scored a career-high 26 points
to lead Division III Gettysburg
College past Division I Navy
75-69 on Saturday.

Navy (3-6) led 52-37 with 11
minutes to play but Gettysburg
(3-4) went on a 17-0 run to take
the lead on the way to snapping
an 11-game losing streak against
the Middies dating to Dec. 9,

992,

Until a one-point victory last
season, the Middies had beaten
the Bullets by an average of 29
points during that stretch.

The score was 63-63 with 2:35
to play when Spadafora put the
Bullets ahead to stay with a free
throw.

Spadafora, a transfer from Du-
quesne, scored 12 of his team’s
last 14 points including four
straight free throws to ice the out-
come.

Navy, which made 13 of 14 free
throws in the first half, made just
five of 13 in the second half.

The Middies also committed 25
turnovers.

Laramie Mergerson led Navy
with 16 points and Corey Johnson
added 12 points and nine re-
bounds.

David Hooper added 11 points
and George 0’Garro 10 for Navy.

Ryan Page, who had 14 points,
gave the Bullets a 71-65 lead with
a dunk off a steal with 1:07 to
play.
Navy led 38-35 at the half after
overcoming a 12-3 Gettysburg
lead with a 24-7 run for a 27-19
lead with 6:20 to play in the first
half.

ESPN says Majerus walks out on USC

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Three days
after being hired as the new bas-
ketball coach at Southern Califor-
nia, Rick Majerus backed out of
the deal and will stay at ESPN as
a college basketball analyst.

“Rick expressed to us that he
had a change of heart and won-
dered if the possibility still exist-
ed for him to work for ESPN. And
it does. We told him he could,”
ESPN spokesman Josh Krulewlu
said Saturday night.

Majerus, who cited health rea-
sons when he retired in January
after 15 seasons as Utah’s coach,
was announced as the Trojans’ in-
coming coach last Wednesday.
He was to assume the post on
April 1.

Majerus did not immediately re-
turn phone messages Saturday
night.

“We plan to meet with Rick on
Monday. Until then, there’s really
nothing we can say,” USC athletic
director Mike Garrett said in a
statement.

'USC spokesman Tim Tessalone
said the meeting had already
been planned.

Until taking over in April, Ma-
jerus was supposed be on the bas-
ketball staff and work on recruit-
ing, filling the assistant’s job va-
cated when Jim Saia was promot-
ed to interim coach after Henry
Bibby’s firing.

During a campus news confer-
ence following his hiring, the
56-year-old Majerus said he
wasn’t worried about his health.

“My health is good or I
wouldn’t do this,” he said. “Both
my doctors encouraged me to do
it. I wouldn’t put anyone, least of
all myself, in harm’s way.”

Saia last saw Majerus over din-
ner Wednesday night, when they
discussed the program’s future.
Majerus had soup and salad for
dinner and kept apples in his
hotel room, Saia said.

“He asked a lot of questions
about the staff and players com-
ing back. He just wanted to get a
feel from me,” Saia told The Asso-

ciated Press on Saturday night,
his voice still hoarse from USC’s
victory over Western Michigan
earlier in the day.

Something apparently changed
overnight Wednesday.

Majerus canceled a Thursday
morning meeting with assistant
coach Bob Cantu, then canceled
dinner that night with assistan
Eric Brown, Saia said. On Fnda Y,
Majerus canceled a meeting with
the players who would still be eli-
gible next season. He talked to
the team briefly Wednesday after
being introduced as the new
coach.

Saia said there were no reasons
given for the assorted cancella-

“He left a message on my cell
Friday night saying he wanted to
20 back to Milwaukee and spend
the holidays with his family and
mother,” Saia said. “He said he’d
see me after Christmas.”

The Trojans leave for Hawaii
on Sunday to play in the Rainbow
Classic. They are 2-1 since Saia
took over.

“It]l be great to get away and
bond as a team,” he said. “I'm an
interim coach that maybe has a
chance to coach next season. I'd
love to stay at USC.”

Saia said he’s not concerned
about the future.

can’t control what is going to
happen,” he said. “You could go
crazy trying to figure it all out.”

'UCLA coach Ben Howland was
stunned when informed of Ma-
jerus’ reversal after the Bruins
beat Michigan.

“Youre kidding me, right?”
Howland said. “I hope and will
pray it’s not over health issues be-
cause that was always the biggest
concern. That’s surprising to me
because I know from listening to
him how excited he was to come
back.

Majerus coached Utah to the na-
tional championship game in
1998, losing to Kentucky, one of
the school’s 10 NCAA tournament
appearances during his tenure.
His other college stints were at
Ball State and Marquette. He was
also an assistant with the NBA’s
Milwaukee Bucks.

AP

Former Utah coach Rick Majerus,
hired last Wednesday to coach
USC next season, has indicated
that he’s changed hi: d about
the job and is returning to ESPN.
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Vick’s vanquishing act

Falcons quarterback Michael Vick dives past Panthers linebacker Dan Morgan into the end zone for the tying touchdown. Atlanta won in overtime.

Remarkable TD run allows Falcons to win in OT

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Fal-
cons were down to their final
play. They had the right guy for
that perilous position.

Michael Vick ran for a 12-yard
touchdown on fourth-and-goal
with less than 2 minutes left in
regulation, literally flying
through the air to get the Falcons
to overtime. Jay Feely took it
from there, kicking a 38-yard
field goal for a 34-31 victory over
the Carolina Panthers on Satur-
day night.

Atlanta snapped the Panthers’
five-game winning streak, a blow
to the revitalized playoff hopes
for the defending NFC champi-
ons.

In a game of amazing twists
and turns, the Falcons (11-3)
pulled off the final comeback. As
usual, Vick was right in the mid-
dle of things.

“I was not frustrated after they
took the lead,” he said. “It just mo-
tivated me to go out there and put
points on the board to win.”

Carolina (6-8) got back into
playoff contention after a 1-7
start, and the Panthers were as re-
silient as ever in this one, recover-
ing from a pair of double-digit def-
icits.

“It doesn’t surprise me,” Fal-
cons defensive end Patrick Ker-
ney said. “Even if we got up by
50, I figured they would fight and
scratch and claw for the win.”

AP

Falcons kicker Jay Feely (4) celebrates with his teammates after kick-
ing a 38-yard field goal in overtime to beat the Panthers.

The Panthers went ahead for
the first time with a 21-point
fourth quarter, only to have the
Falcons show they know a thing
or two about bouncing back.

Dez White got the Falcons in po-
sition for the tying score with a
dazzling 54-yard reception. He
caught the ball along the sideline
at the Carolina 40, spun around
with one hand on the turf and
sprinted all the way to the 5.

The Panthers knocked the ball
away from Vick, but Michael Jen-
kins recovered for the Falcons at
the 2. A holding penalty knocked
Atlanta back, but Vick wasn’t
done.

Vick spotted an opening up the
middle and took off for the end
zone, diving across with 1:37 re-
maining. The officials reviewed
the play to see if Vick went down
before he crossed the goal line,

but replays showed that he some-
how Kept his left knee suspended
about an inch above the turf as he
stretched out for the end zone.
“Everyone else had their backs
turned to me, so that is why I was
able to make it to the end zone,”
Vle sald “I was lucky to get in

Camlma won the coin toss in
overtime, only to have Jake Del-
homme overthrow Ricky Proehl
down the middle. Aaron Beasley
made the interception and re-
turned it 30 yards to the Carolina
23.

A couple of safe runs set up
Feely, who connected on third
down to put the Falcons on the
brink of chnchmg the No. 2 seed
in the

They wrapped up the NFC
South the previous week, just the
third division title in franchise his-
tory.

The Panthers’ remarkable turn-
around left them sixth in the NFC
— the final playoff spot — coming
into the weekend. The defending
conference champions are now a
half-game behind St. Louis,
which plays at Arizona on Sun-

ay.

“This team has a lot of heart,”
coach John Fox said. “They all
fought hard. We just came up
short.”

Vick had an erratic game,
going just 11-for-28 for 154 yards
with a couple of interceptions. On
the flip side, he threw a pair of
TD passes and ran eight times for
68 yards.

SEE VICK ON PAGE 32

A’s ‘Big Three’
down to 1; Mulder
goes to Cards
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Wounded troops
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Gonzaga still has
some zip, upsets
No. 3 Georgia Tech
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